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PREFACE. 



This little volume is an attempt to meditate 
upon the Example and Personal Teaching of 
our Lord, as they relate to the Clergy. Not 
indeed that the Holy Scripture is not equally 
God''s word, and as infallibly true in one 
part as in another; nor that the Acts of 
the Apostles and the Epistles do not con- 
tain especial instruction to the stewards of 
Chrisfs mysteries; but, that a singular 
honour attaches to the Personal Example 
and words of Christ Jesus, and a smgular 
power : 

A singular honour, — ^as St. Paul seems to 
acknowledge, where he distinguishes his own 
inspired word from that of his Lord^ I Cor* 
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VI PREFACE. 

vii. 10. 12; and as the Catechism implies, 
when it assigns as one reason of the pre-emi- 
nence of Baptism and the Lord'^s Supper, 
that they were ordained by Christ Himself: 

A singular power, — for surely nothing so 
moves, or ought to move us, as to hear or see 
our dear Saviour, as it were, for ourselves. 
In the same way that the contemplation of 
Christ on His Cross has more effect in pro- 
ducing crucifixion of sin than any exhortation 
thereto ; so to hear or see by contemplation 
the Chief Shepherd, the Good Shepherd, 
exercising His pastoral ofiice; to see Him 
and hear Him in our own hearts, teach, 
preach, toil, absolve, celebrate, bless, suffer, 
console ; and exercise, as our Pattern, all the 
functions of the Ministry, cannot but move 
us more mightily than any thing else, except 
the gift of His grace, to tread, or endeavour 
to tread, in His steps. 

Besides the blame due to their many 
defects, these Meditations are open to the 
charge of dwelling disproportionately on cer- 
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tain topics, and of omitting othera quite as 
important. This is the fault of an individual 
mind ; it has its favourite thoughts and feel- 
ings, and its peculiar ignorance and dulness 
vfith regard to those which are not habitual. 
But it is a fault which the reader can easily re- 
medy. He can meditate for himself on what- 
soever word or deed of the Lord goes home 
to his breast with power and life. Doubtless 
there are multitudes of such sayings and ac- 
tions. Indeed the duties, trials, and consola- 
tions of Bishops, Chrises Example in ordain- 
ing and governing, could be drawn out as na- 
turally as these Meditations were. But the 
author does not presume to do this, and ad- 
dresses himself in these pages only to those 
who are younger than himself in the Ministry. 
It is a question whether notes ought to 
have a place in a book of Meditations. They 
are here inserted either to give weight to 
some statements, or else as allurements to 
the younger Clergy to repair to the fountain 
from which they are drawn. It v^wsJA \ifc 



yiii PBEFikCE. 



better not to read them whilst using the 
Meditation, but afterwards. 

If the language on the Eucharist or on 
any like subject, be too strong for some 
readers, this need not prevent the use of 
the other Meditations; and if the writer 
might suggest any thing further, it would be 
that only one Meditation should be used at a 
time ; and that at least the more solemn ones 
might be treated as acts of devotion. 

^'Videor mihi rationem hujus opusculi 
reddidisse ; quibus parum, vel quibus nimium 
est, mihi ignoscant : quibus autem satis est, 
non mihi, sed Deo mecum gratias congratu- 
lantes agant. Amen/^ 
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GOOD SHEPHERD, 



MEDITATION I. 

EARLY LIFE, 

Luke ii. 46— 49; 51,52. 

** And it came to pass, that after three days they found 
him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, 
hoth hearing them, and asking them questions. And 
all that heard him were astonished at his understanding 
and answers. And when they saw him, they were 

. amazed : and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast 
thou thus dealt with us 1 hehold, thy father and I have 
sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, Huw 
is it that ye sought me! wist ye not that I must he 

. ahout my Father's business ? . . . And he went down 
with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto 
them : hut his mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in favour with God and man." 

Hebe might I have learned all that can make 
youth good in itself; and good as a ^re^^.t^-- 
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tion for the future; docility to teachers; 
obedience to parents ; patient improvement ; 
blamelessness toward man, and also toward 
God. And how was this example set? 
mystery of love, and marvel of humility! 
The Word and Wisdom of God appears to 
receive instruction in respect of our nature. 
The Creator is obedient to man. The All- 
Perfect, the Unchangeable, advances in wis- 
dom as touching the manhood in which He 
is found \ Thus I was instructed to learn, 
that I might teach | to obey, that I might 
rule ; patiently to prepare and improve my- 
self; to refer all my actions to God ; to yield 

1 On the difficult question as to the fact and nature of 
the ignorance of the human nature of Christ, see Bp. Bull, 
Def. Fid« Nie., Book II. eh. v. s. 8 ; Thomdike of the Ck>- 
▼enant of Grace, Book II. cap. xvii. s. 4; and Wilherforce 
on the Incarnation, Ch. iv. It is a subject to be ap- 
proached with great humility, caution, and charity, and 
with a firm faith in the hypostatic union of the Divine 
Nature with the human ; of the Word with man ; so that 
the only question open is, how far the indwelling and 
united Godhead, which is the Word and Wisdom of Grod, 
omniscient, and omnipotent, did or did not act upon the 
human mind and soul associated with itself, on particular 
oecHBions, and in particular respects. 



£ARLY LIFK. 8 

myself to His enlightening and strengthening 
grace, as a clean vessel set under the heavenly 
fountain. 

Nemo secure apparet, nisi qui libenter latet. 
Nemo secure loquitur, nisi qui libenter tacet. 
Nemo secure prseest, nisi qui libenter subest. 
Nemo secure prsecipit, nisi qui bene obedire didicit '• 

Such was my pattern, but what was I ? Oh ! 
those wasted hours, and days, and years ! Oh ! 
that rebellion of will, contempt of authority, 
frowardness, and forwardness; disregard to 
God^ and to those whom He set over me; 
self-reference; self-love; and all other my 
sins, omissions and commissions, which have 
left me what I am ! 

Pardoned I am, I humbly trust, freed by 
no erring key from the guilt of the past ; but its 
marks are on me and within me. The cling- 
ing wreaths of sin are cut away, but it can be 
seen how they checked the growth of my 
soul. Lost time is lost, not to return ; powers 
which Thou didst lend were not strengthened 
and disciplined by use, but dissipated and en- 

* Im. Christi, Lib. I. cap. xx. 

b2 
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4 MEDITATION I. 

feebled by neglect. The vessel of my mind 
was marred, not in the hands of the potter, 
but in mine ; and yet Thou hast not rejected 
me as I deserved, Self-wiU is strong in me ; 
holy purpose weak; my thoughts wander; 
devotion languishes ; eyes accustomed to look 
downwards will not watch unto Thee, my God, 
Habit, which might have been my strength, is 
now too often my weakness. If, on the con- 
trary, I had always been simple, obedient, do- 
cile^ dutiful, quiet ; had lived a hidden life to 
God, meditating on His word, and contemplat- 
ing with childlike love His adorable Being, 
then I might have been fit to go forth and ap- 
pear and teach others. Then I should have 
possessed a treasury of holy thoughts, a well 
of deep and clear truth ; nor would my teach- 
ing be fio meagre, my rebukes so weak, my 
consolations so cold, my ministrations so in- 
effectual through my inefiiciency. Then might 
my people have known that a prophet has 
been among them by happy experience. Then 
might they and I advance to that to which we 
have not attained. " remember not the 
sins and offences of my youth : but according 



EARLY LIFE. 5 

to Thy mercy think Thou upon me, O Lord, 
for Thy goodness.*" 

" Lord, accept the residue of the years 
of my wretched life ; and for those which I 
have lost in my living, because I lost sight of 
Thee, my broken and contrite heart, God, 
do not Thou despise. My days have de- 
parted, and perished without fruit : I cannot 
recall them, but may it please that I may 
recollect them in the bitterness of my 
soulV 

Make me henceforth to be wholly in my 
Father's business, in my Father's House *; to 
be subject to those placed over me ; to grow 
in wisdom, and in Thy favour. Make me 
doubly careful to train the young in Thy faith 
and fear; and, merciful Jesus, bless my 
poor labours, so that Thy holy Childhood and 
Youth may live in these Thy tender members 
whom Thou committest to my charge, and 
that here and in Thy whole Church **the 

> St. Bernard. Quoted from Paradise for the Christian 
Sonl. Part III. 

* See Esther, yii. 9, LXX., and Origen in loco. Catena 
Anr. 

b3 \ 
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streets of the city may be full of boys and 
girls playing in the streets thereof f* rejoic- 
ing with purity and love in the light of Thy 
countenance. 
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TEMPTATION. 

Luke iv. 1 — 4. 

*' And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned firom 
Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wildemessy 
being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those 
days he did eat nothing : and when they were ended, 
he afterwards hungered. And the devil said unto him, 
If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it 
be made bread. And Jesus answered him, saying, It 
is written. That man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word of God." 

The Temptation of Christ, following at once 
upon His Baptism, doubtless signifies the 
spiritual warfare which awaits every regene- 
rate man. But, since the ministry of our Lord 
commenced upon the completion of this spi- 
ritual preparation, Christ's temptations may 

* Zech. viii. 6. 
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be profitably considered as a type of those to 
which His ministers, as such, are subjected 
after their ordination. Let me not shrink 
from these trials under the influence of any 
other feeling than that of self-distrust and 
holy caution, as when I pray, " Lead us not 
into temptation/' Let me patiently endure the 
labour, bravely face the battle, in His strength, 
Who has gone before, and by His victory 
quenched for me all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. " Quando tentaris, cognosce quia pa- 
ratur corona. Tolle martyrum certamina, 
tulisti coronas : tolle cruciatus, tulisti beati- 
tudines \'' 

Nay, we, more than all men, must expect 
to suffer temptation ; for the enemy of souls 
knows, that if he can wound us he will wound 
many through us. We cannot fall alone, 
but shall draw others after us. 

Let me behold then in the dreary wilder- 
ness, pale and faint with hunger, the Creator 
and Owner of the world. Who with the 
Father worketh hitherto, forming for us bread 
out of stones ; and yet He does not put forth 

* St. Amb. Comm. in loo. 
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His own power upon His own creatures, but 
hungers after a fast of forty days. And 
why? He Himself answers, '* Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word of 
God.*" Patience and faith are more than 
meat, and the soul than the body. 

Let me look again. That fearful tempter 
stands by us in like manner, calling on us 
to satisfy our needs by some irregular and 
unbelieving action; by quitting our calling, 
neglecting our charge, and making haste to 
be rich by some worldly course, in which all 
men may see that we do not wait upon God 
nor really believe in Him. 

Nay, on reflection, I see that these needs 
of ours are self-made, artificial, imaginary. 
We do not really hunger ; but we desire to 
live in such comfort and state as Christ hath 
not promised to any, and still less to us, who 
are to represent Him to the world. Christ^s 
true hunger shames me, and fills me with 
confusion. 

What ! shall I, who am to preach the Cross ; 
to exhort to humility, simplicity, and faith, 
be found seeking after gains ; and acting as 
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if either I were not content with Christ" s 
promise, or doubted it ! 

Is not the soul paramount! Does man 
live by bread alone? How shall I try to 
explain Ghrist^s unspeakable gift of Himself 
in His Sacrament as the Manna and Bread 
of Heaven, if, with those of Capernaum, I am 
labouring for that meat which perisheth ! 

Did the ravens fail Elijah ? Was the bag 
which Judas kept found empty? Did ever 
Apostle or Evangelist perish of hunger? Did 
not Angels minister to Christ ? Are we not 
His labourers ? and did He not Himself say, 
*' The labourer is worthy of his hire ?''^ Never 
then let me doubt. Let not the wedge of 
that unbelieving thought, " If Thou be the 
Son of God,"' enter my soul. We are God's 
children, His beloved children, if we be 
faithful elder brethren in His household ; and 
our straitness is no sign that we are not His, 
nor that He has forgotten His own ; but 
rather an exercise of faith, of deadness to 
this world, and of holy desire after the next ; 
making us an example to others, and prepar- 
ing an eternal recompense for ourselves. I 



10 MEDITATION II. 

should shine neither here to my people, nor 
in Heaven hereafter, were my earthly desires 
to be gratified. 

Thou Bread of Angels and men, Thou 
Food of the Heart, Life and Subsistence of 
all holy souls; teach us so to hunger for 
Thee, as to regard no other hunger ; to follow 
Thee like the multitude in the wilderness, 
forgetting the body ; to be content with little 
of every thing except of Thy love, and to be 
anxious only for Thy favour. Be Thou our 
Viaticum here, and our Banquet for ever 
above. 

" King of kings, and Lord of lords ! Who 
art here present with me, and sustainest me 
every where, hast Thou not truly said, Blessed 
are the poor in spirit ! certain truth ! And 
I am unwilling to be blessed, and to have 
Thy kingdom, and be like unto Thee, my 
King and my God, and hereafter to sit 
with Thee, and with Thee judge. Truly 
Thou hast chosen the poor in this world, and 
Thou art wont to hearken to the desire of the 
poor. 

'* Naked came I out of my mother'^s womb. 
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and naked shall I return thither; and, bared 
of all, do I long to follow Thee, Jesus, 
bared of all ; to be perfect and sell all, that in 
Thee, both here and for ever, I may find an 
hundredfold, yea, All^;'** that is — Thyself. 
*' For the love of Thee, Who for me didst 
hunger forty days, and wast athirst, and wert, 
on the Gross, given gall mingled with vinegar 
to drink, I will not for vile meat, for a mo- 
mentary pleasure, destroy Thy work, my 
God : but if it be Thy will, I will gladly follow 
Thee, Lord, with the Nazarites. I will 
drink neither wine nor strong drink, wherein 
is excess; but I desire, with Daniel and 
Elias, with John and with all Thy saints, to 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, and to 
look for that blessed hope and Thy glorious 
appearing, God, my Fulness, my All, my 
only True Good. Amen ^/' 

f Paradise^ Slc, Part IV. ch. v. s. 12. < Ibid. s. 16. 
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MEDITATION III. 

TEMPTATION. 

Luke iv; 6 — 8. 

''And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain^ 
shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time. And the devil said unto him, All this 
power will I give thee, and the glory of them : for that 
is delivered unto me ; and to whomsoever I will give it. 
If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 
And Jesus answered and said unto him. Get thee behind 
me, Satan : for it is written. Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." 

The children of Adam too often conquer the 
flesh only to be enslaved by the world ; and 
starve the body in order to pamper their pride. 
Did Satan know this, and, regarding Christ 
as man, hope to prevail by a sight of the 
glory and pomp of the world gleaming in a 
moment of time beneath the eye of Him 
whom he knew not? Or had the tempter 
learned by this time somewhat of the character 
and purpose of Christ ; and did He now offer 
to quit the world and resign all to its King 
without toil and suffering ! The reply to St. 
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Peter, so like that to Satan, would seem to 
indicate this'. Blessed Jesus, but just 
before I beheld Thee meek and patients 
Thine own sufferings could not disturb Thee. 
But now I behold the righteous indignation 
with which Thou dost meet a proposal to 
forsake God, though but for a moment. Now 
I see that anger of holiness, which scattered 
the profaners of the temple, and which shall 
confound sinners at the terrible day— even 
the " wrath of the Lamb.*" 

May the thought of Thy fiery indignation 
never forsake me: for Satan comes to me, 
and shows me the glory of the world, and 
tempts me to worship it and him the God of 
the world. The favour of the great, promo- 
tion and honour are presented before me, if 
I will but bow to its customs and conform to 
its spirit. 

Alas ! I feel how exceedingly subtle this 
temptation can be, and how ready I am to 
yield to it, owing to my love of the world and 
my desire to stand well where Thou wast 

» Matt. xvi. 22, 23. 
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persecuted, and to be honoured where Thou 
wast despised. For before this I have been 
tempted to seek my own worldly interests, to 
court the great, and make myself known. 
And now I see and am sure that it was Satan 
himself who bade me wink at this sin, and 
laugh at that folly, and avoid all appearance 
of strictness ; who urged me to bow to the 
wor^s customs, and to break the laws of 
devotion, and the rules which Thy Church 
has established in order to guard the souls of 
her children ; to make compromises, for the 
sake of my interests ; as if I had none but 
those of time, and were about to live here for 
ever. 

Yea, the tempter often proposes a short 
way, and one without suffering, to what seems 
a good object. If I will but yield this once 
to the current, he says, and make this one 
concession of Thy truth or Thy holiness to the 
prejudices and passions of men, then they 
will oppose me no longer, and I shall be able 
the better to forward Thy Kingdom. 

But I see, I see ; — that I may always 
remember ! — I see that such is not Thy King- 
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dom, nor can be. For Thy Kingdom is 
founded on truth, and established in right* 
eousness. And simple obedience to Thee 
and reliance on Thee, as Thou obeyedst the 
Father and trustedst in Him, is the only 
way to serve God and advance His glorious 
Kingdom. 

O Lord, blind my eyes to the world, and 
open them to Thyself. Or, if I look at the 
world, let it be as at a Kingdom, which is but 
for a moment of time, like that mighty empire 
of Bome, which, when Thou didst behold it 
in Thy temptation, seemed firm and endur- 
ing, but which, when Thou didst regard it in 
anger, crumbled away and is gone. I know 
that '^ all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world : and the world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth for ever." And Thou hast told 
us that it is our Father's good pleasure to 
give us the Kingdom, *'a Kingdom which 
cannot be moved." 

O give me, blessed Jesus, I pray Thee, 

c 2 
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unworthy as I am, and blinded with the dust of 
the earth, one glimpse in a moment of time, 
of the Kingdom of Heaven and the glory there- 
of. Give me to be ravished with the sight ; 
lifted up and drawn on by hope and exceed- 
ing desire ; that Satan^s offers may have no 
more attraction for me ; that I may turn 
from him, as Thou didst turn to the Father ; 
and say in my heart, word, and life, Thou, 
God, art my King, and my portion in the land 
of the living*; for Thine is the Kingdom, 
and the Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
ever, Amen. 

" Grant that I may think of the world 
and the lust thereof as Thou, my God, dost 
think of it. Doth not every thing that is, 
pass away like a ship, a flower, a bird, a 
stream, like smoke and vapour i For what 
and where are they now, who since the world 
hath been, or from old were, in this place, 
city, and country ? Where then will they, too, 
shortly be, who now are ? Passed away are 

' S. Aug. En. in Ps. 145, § 7« '' Portio mea non hie, 
sed in terrd viventium. Nam ista terra morieutium 
est." 
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those of old, and their trace is no where to be 
found ; pass away will these also. 

" Vanity of vanities, all is vanity. I 
know, I know ; and Thou art the only Truth, 
the only Goodness, which I love above all 
things, for which I resign all things. For 
what profiteth it me, or any man, to gain the 
whole world and lose one^s own soul ? What 
profiteth it ? 

" For truly the eye is not satisfied with 
seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing, nor 
the soul with all these things of earth. 

'' Since Thou hast said, Whosoever he be 
that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot 
be my disciple, I renounce all things and 
cleave unto Thee, my God, my sole Good. 
Amen*." 

• Paradise. Part IV. chap. v. s. 11. 



c 3 
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MEDITATION IV. 

TEMPTATION. 
Luke iv. 9—133. 

''And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a 
pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be 
the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence : for it 
is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to 
keep thee : and in their hands they shall bear thee up, 
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. And 
Jesus answering said unto him. It is said, Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God. And when the devil had 
ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a 
season." 

Satan brings Christ to Jerusalem, and to 
the Temple ; and barbs his arrow with Divine 
Scripture. The temptation is not carnal, 
nor worldly, but spiritual. It is a religious 
temptation, and the most subtle of all. 

* '* Totum hoc similiter Lucas narrat, etsi non eodem 
ordine. Unde incertum est quid prius factum sit. Nihil 
tamen ad rem, dum omnia facta esse manifestum sit." . . . 
S. Aug. De Consensu Ev. lib. ii. cap. xvi. *' Sed quod 
dicit Lucas, magis videtur secundum historiam esse ; 
sed Mattheeus has refert tentationes secundum hoc quod 
in Adam factse sunt." Anselmus, Cat. Aur. in Matt. 
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Why should not the Creator and Lord of 
angels use their ministrations ? fulfil the very 
prophecy to which Satan appealed! silence 
the adversary, and convince Jerusalem of His 
character ? 

" Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God,'' 
is the reply. Thou shalt not seek out a 
danger, nor call on God for a deliverance 
which need not have been wanted. There is 
no peril to humility ; but presumption is ex- 
tremity of danger; for the same God who 
loves the one abhors the other. 

How many have fallen from the pinnacle ! 
Saul, once little in his own eyes ; David, 
on the housetop; and the great Apostle St. 
Peter. How soon I may fall, unless the 
grace of God preserve me ! Satan lifts men 
up in order to cast them down ; lifts them up 
in station, in honour, in knowledge, when he 
has lifted them up in heart : for this promo- 
tion is from him and not from God. 

To expect knowledge without study, and 
wisdom without prayer ; to neglect the advice 
and example of the aged, wise, and holy ; to 
set up my judgment against the Church, 



i 



20 MEDITATION IV. 

and still more, to disobey her laws ; to enter 
upon great and difficult tasks without prepa- 
ration; to hope to cast out devils without 
prayer and fasting; to live without con- 
stant self-examination and penitence ; to be 
unguarded in my words and actions ; to 
rely upon my divine commission without 
labouring to qualify myself; to expect the 
divine offices, and the holy Eucharist to 
profit me without preparation; to thrust 
myself into temptation, not avoiding the 
snares of the world, and especially its praises ; 
to preach without forethought and prayer; 
to counsel, rebuke, and console individuals, 
without careful consideration of their state ; 
to beard the opposition of the world need- 
lessly, or without humiliation and prayer ; to 
hope to influence others for good, without 
piety ; or to make them humble, gentle, un- 
worldly, devout, without being such myself: — 
this is to tempt the Lord my God, and from 
these follies and sins, good Lord, deliver me. 
I know that Thou, my Saviour, regardest 
the humble and meek, and liftest up the lowly 
from the ground. I know that Thy angels 
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will camp round about those that fear Thee. 
Grant me to do my duty carefully and with 
childlike obedience and simplicity, relying 
upon Thee to give wisdom to those that ask. 
Grant me to desire no praise nor honour, 
nor power in this life ; and if they come, let 
them come from Thee, and be used to Thee, 
and in Thee only. 

Nor let me ever think that my temptations 
are passed and gone; for I see that when 
Satan ceased to assault Thee on one side, it 
was but to attack Thee more dangerously 
on another. Nay, after Thy victory, he did 
but depart from Thee for a season, and again 
tempted Thee with hunger, and a kingdom, 
and called on Thee to work a miracle, and to 
descend from the Cross *. 



* John iv. 6. 8. Matt. xii. 1. John vi. 15 ; xiv. 30. 
Matt, xxvii. 42. ** Quid est ad tempus 1 Tanquam redi- 
turus et tentaturus januam timoris, quia clausam invenit 
januam cupiditatis." S. Aug. in Ps. xxx. En. ii. § 10. 

^ Restabat alia teutatio in asperis et duris, in ssevis, in 

atrocibus atque imniitibus restabat alia tentatio 

Discessit ab eo id est insidians serpens, venturus est 
rugiens leo ; sed vincet eum qui conculcabit leonem et 
draconem.*' Id. Serm. 284, § 5. 
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O that I were as watchful to resist, as 
Satan is to attack ! O, my Saviour, that I were 
clothed in Thy armour of faith, and obedience, 
and humility ! O that Thy sacred word were 
ever in my heart, and so upon my lips, a 
ready sword of the Spirit ! O that I were as 
careful not to enter into temptation as Thou 
art ready to deliver me from evil ! 

Weak, and blind, and slothful, and open 
on every side to attack, I cannot defend 
myself. Now I presume with St. Peter, now 
slumber with the eleven ; nor is the spirit so 
willing, as the flesh is weak. I would cast 
myself therefore wholly upon Thee, praying 
Thee to have mercy upon me, who, unworthy 
that I am, have taken upon me to minister 
to others ; beseeching Thee for their sakes, 
and for Thy glory, to keep me from the evil 
one ; to watch for me, and strengthen me ; 
to guard me, to fight for me, to conquer for 
me ; and to Thee be the praise and the glory, 
if I and Thy flock committed to my charge 
be not lost through my folly and sin, but are 
kept by Thee from the wolf and the wilder- 
ness, Thou only Good Shepherd; Who 
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hast been tempted in all points like as we 
are, yet without sin, and art able to succour 
them that are tempted. 
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FASTING. 

John iv. 31—34. 

^In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, 
Master, eat. But he said unto them, I have meat to 
eat that ye know not of. Therefore said the disciples 
one to another. Hath any man hrought him ought to 
eat ! Jesus saith unto them. My meat is to do the will 
of him that sent me, and to finish his work." 

In the midst of plenty the first Adam fell 
before the serpent ; but in a wilderness, 
and after fasting, the second Adam van- 
quished Satan. I behold my Redeemer, 
Creator and Lord of the world, hungering 
by the well, and in the fields, and weak with 
fasting before His Passion *. 

Surely this is an example to Christians ; 

* Matt. xii. 1 . Ps. cix. 24. 
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and if to the people, first and chiefly to us, 
who are to be patterns to them in all acts of 
devotion ; and not only in devotions only, but 
" in word, in conversation, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity/'' That we may be 
such patterns we must fast ; for true fasting 
advances a spiritual mind, subdues the flesh, 
and is a special act of faith, a manifest sacri- 
fice of things present in hope of things to 
come. The fasting of our Pattern was little 
known to the world, and was accompanied 
by great sweetness and peace • ; it was the 
confiding act of a Son, a drawing away from 
the creature to the Creator, in a childlike 
spirit of love. 

If I can obtain a portion of this spirit, I 
shall be both wise and happy in my fasts. 
I shall be doing what I can willingly, and 
not aiming at more than I can prudently 
practise, being sure that my heavenly Father 
will regard my will, and will accept my devo- 
tion according to what I have, not according 
to what I have not. 

« Matt. xi. 18, 19 ; vi. 16—18. 
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Then tmly I should have meat to eat^ like 
my Lord and Master, which the natural man 
knows not of. In fasting, I should be wholly 
intent to serve God. I should forget the 
body in the soul, my own comfort in the good 
of my people ', my will in my GodX ye^ niy 
very self in my God. A holy earnestness 
would carry me away, and on the wings of 
prayer and of fasting I should mount upwards, 
not enchained by the corruptible body press- 
ing down the soul. 

O blessed Jesus, Thou who hast taught 
me to fast, outwardly by Thy example, instruct 
me inwardly by Thy Spirit. Grant me to 
know and to do the will of the Father in 
this and every part of religion. Grant me 
so to fast that I may feast hereafter for ever ; 
so to hunger and thirst with the soul after 
righteousness, that I may forget the wants of 

' ''He makes no account of the food of the body, 
although weary with travelling, that by this means He 
might instruct the teachers in the churches, and might 
persuade them entirely to overlook labour, and to make 
their diligence for those who are being saved superior to 
their care of the body." St. Cyril in Johan. iv. 31. Cat. 
£d. Cramer. 
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the body; to fast as refusing this world's 
revelling lest I miss the banquet in Heaven. 
Grant me in all humility, and all sweetness of 
patience and charity, to hunger to Thee, and 
for Thee, and to be filled by Thee and with 
Thee for ever. 
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PRAYER. 

Matt. xiv. 23. 

*^ And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up 
into a mountain apart to pray : and when the erening 
was come, he was there alone." 

I READ of His praying continually Whose 
will as God is omnipotent; Whose will is 
ever one with the will of the Father, and 
known to the Father, as the Father to 
Him®. Sometimes He prays before enter- 

' ** Quomodo Pater et Filius unum sunt, si Filius nunc 
imperat, nunc precaturl Et unum sunt, et imperat, et 
precatur; sed neque cum imperat solus, nee cum pre- 
catur, infirmus. Solus non est, quia qusecumque Pater 
facit, eadem similiter et Filius facit Infirmus non est. 
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ing on 8ome action of His office'; some- 
times for others simply interceding ' ; some- 
times also for purposes not mentioned in the 
Scripture ; with reverence I would say it, for 
Himself, that is for us as included in His 
own person; and that He might teach us 
to pray very earnestly for ourselves '. 

quia etsi in came infirmatus est propter peecata nostra ; 
tamen illud nostree erat in eo pacis eruditio, sicut scriptum 
est, non suae majestatis infirmitas. Denique ut scias quod 
secundum hominem rogat, diviuitate imperat, babes in 
Evangelio quod Petro dixit ; Rogavi pro te, ut non deficiai 
fides tua. Eidem autem suprft dicenti Tu es Cbristus 
Filius Dei vivi ; respondit : Tu es Petrus et super banc 
petram sedificabo Ecclesiam meam, et tibi dabo claves 
regni coelorum. Ergo cui propria auctoritate regnum 
dabat, hujus fidem firmare non poterat : quem cum pe- 
tram dicit, firmamentum Ecclesiw indicavit 1 *' S. Amb. 
De Fide, lib. iv. cap. iii. 

• St. Luke vi. 12 — 16. ** Orat ergo Dominus non ut 
pro se obsecret, sed ut pro me impetret : nam etsi omnia 
posuerit Pater in potestate Filii, Filius tamen ut hominis 
formam impleat, obsecrandum Patrem putat esse pro 
nobis : quia adyocatus est noster . . . Species tibi Chris- 
tiane datur, forma prsescribitur quam debeas eemulari; quid 
enim te pro salute tu& facere oportet, quando in oratione 
pro te Cbristus pernoctat 1 " S. Amb. Com. in Ev. Luc. 

^ Luke xxii. 32. John xvii. 

> Luke iii. 21. Mark i. 35. Luke v. 16. Matt. xir. 
23 ; xxvi. 39—44. Heb. v. 7* 

1)2 
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How then shall I venture upon any work 
of my office without prayer ? Shall I study, 
or write, or visit, or preach without prayer ? 
Shall I endeavour to do what the Apostles 
themselves could not do, to cast out evil 
spirits without fasting and prayer ? When I 
have so often failed, and so miserably ; when 
I am so ignorant and so foolish, shall I forget 
Thy promise, "If any man lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God who giveth to all men 
liberally r 

I see too many of my flock wandering: 
nor do they hear my voice, nor dread the 
wolf, nor care for Thy fold and pastures. At 
times I mourn over them, at times am vexed. 
Yea, through self-love I am more angry that 
they will not listen to me, than sorrowful 
that they do not listen to Thee. By prayer 
I can soften both their hard hearts and mine. 
By prayer Thou, good Shepherd, didst 
snatch Peter from the jaws of the lion, and 
didst convert Thy murderers*. By prayer 

* ** Audierunt, crediderunt illi de quibns dixerat Pater 
ignosce . . . Crediderunt, baptizati sunt atque est facta 
conyersio. Quse conversiol Sanguinem Christi, quern 
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St. Peter raised the dead, which is a figure 
of the salvation of souls dead in trespasses 
and sins. By prayer Monica won her son to 
the faith * ; and how many souls have been 
saved by prayer when all else failed, the great 
day alone can reveal. And not for sinners 
alone must I pray, but for all; for the 
weak, that they may be made strong ; for the 
sorrowful, that they may be comforted ; for 
the scrupulous, tha^ they may have faith ; 
for the righteous, that they may advance 
and persevere ; for all Thy faithful ones, that 
they may grow in love until they are lost by 
love in Thee, my God ; for every one singly 
whose special wants are brought before us ; 
for all collectively, who with me labour under 
the common infirmities, and are far, as yet, 
from our common home. 

And besides, and chiefly, there is myself to 
pray for by night and by day. For it is I 
and my faults which are troubling Israel. It 
is I and my coldness which make my people 

ssevientes fuderunt, credentes biberunt/' S. Aug. Serm. 
Ixxx. § 5. S. Leo, Serm. xi. De Pass. § 3. 
* S. Aug. Cunf. lib. iii. cap. xii. 

d3 
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cold; my cowardice and regard to human 
praise and blame which keep the truth back ; 
my haste which offends, my hardness which 
alienates, my ignorance which misleads, my 
earthly-mindedness which keeps down, instead 
of lifting up. Thy little ones, when they would 
fain soar upwards, but require assistance. No 
one in all my parish needs prayer so much as 
myself. that I had knees worn like those of 
Thy saint ® ! O for hakl knees and a tender 
heart ; not a callous heart, and a body sen- 
sitive to the least severity and fatigue I O 
that I knew what it was to pray as Thou, 
blessed Jesus, hast taught me to do by Thine 
example, and allured me to do by Thy pro- 
mises ! 

Strange indeed it is, that one of many 
cares, many sorrows, many infirmities, many 
sins, and with all the weight of this people 
pressing upon him, should ever voluntarily 

' St. James the Less. ** He used to enter the temple 
alone, and was found lying on his knees, and beseeching 
pardon for the people, so that his knees were hardened 
like those of a camel, from always bending in worship to 
God, and entreating pardon for the people.'* Hegesippus 
ap. Euseb. Hist. Eccl. lib. ii. 23. 
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cease to pray ! For where else shall I find 
such comfort and help as with Thee ? Who 
will show rae such mercy, and make such 
allowances? As a dove to her house, as a 
child to its parent, so I would hasten to 
Thee, and pour out into Thine Ears never 
weary, my failures and sins, and those of my 
people. I cast myself on the ground, but 
Thou liftest me up. Thou driest my tears. 
Thou cleansest my garments. Thou re- 
freshest my soul and strengthenest my heart; 
anointest my head, and enlightenest my eyes; 
and I go forth from Thy presence, yet in it, 
in peace and in confidence. I stand where I 
fell, and perform what I failed in. Yea, 
rather. Thou through me, a poor worthless 
vessel, conveyest Thy grace. Not unto me, 
not unto me, but unto Thy Name be the praise. 
Thou that hearest prayer, to Thee shall all 
flesh come ! 
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MEDITATION VII. 

DIVINE SCRIPTURE. 

P8.cxix. 97— 100«. 

^ how love I thy law ! it is my meditation all the day. 
Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser 
than mine enemies : for they are ever with me. I have 
more understanding than all my teachers : for thy tes- 
timonies are my meditation. I understand more than 
the ancients, because I keep thy precepts." 

I BEHOLD in Thee, my Divine Pattern, that 
unfolded in action, which elsewhere Thou 
hast stored up in precept. I perceive in 
Thee, that all Scripture is inspired of God, 
and " is profitable for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness ; that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works'.'*' For by 
Scripture Thou didst thrice confound Satan, 
and didst silence the Pharisees and Saddu- 
cees '. By Scripture Thou didst instruct the 

' St. Aug. shows that this passage refers to Christ. In 
Ps. cxyiii. Serm. xxii. § 3. 
' 2 Tim. iii. 16, J 7. » Matt. xxii. 
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disciples of St. John, and didst enlighten 
Thy disciples in the doctrine of Thy Passion, 
and Death, and Resurrection *. 

Thine own words, which to us are Scrip- 
ture, were that which called St. Peter and 
the Apostles ; which made them clean ; which 
watered them as dew upon the moun- 
tain of blessings; which opened to them 
mysteries hid from the foundation of the 
world ; which convinced them of Thy wis- 
dom; reproved their heat and dulness, and 
consoled their sorrows '. 

I know that all saving truth is in Thy 
Scriptures, and that all that is in Thy Scrip- 
tures is truth '• I know that they are a 
mirror of Thyself, wherein we can always see 
our perfect Pattern, reflected so that we both 
know what to copy, and are filled with desire 
to imitate Thee. Thy Scriptures are the 



' Matt. xi. 5. Is. XXXV. 6, 6. Luke xxiy. 27* 4.% 46. 
^ Luke ix. 55. Matt. xvi. 8 — 12. John xiv. 1 ; xv. 3 ; 
xvi. 29. 

' As the argument and references are too long for iu« 
sertion, the Author may perhaps be permitted to refer to 
Catholic Antidotes, pp. xxxix — xH. 1 — 12. 
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bread of the soul, and its streams of wate: 
Well was this gentle yoke laid upon me If^ 
the Church to be " diligent in reading of t^'kie 
Holy Scriptures," and in framing myself a^d 
those dependent on me according to their 
rule; yea, "by daily reading and weighing 
of the Scriptures to wax riper and stronger 
in my ministry/' Well did I promise to 
teach their doctrine and that only, as of 
faith ; confessing that they contain all neces- 
sary truth *. Nevertheless many things hinder 
me, and though 

*^ I conceal nothing ; 
I make no excuses ; 
I denounce against myself my sins ' ;" 

yet will I bewail my infirmities and. per- 
plexities to Thee, and will cry for Thy mercy 
and help. 

Thus then I open my griefs. The obscu- 
rities of Thy Word, which ought to exercise 

' Matt. iv. 4. '' Ut panis mysteria ilia exponuntnr, et 
dilatantur : sic et panes illi crescebant, quando frange- 
bantur/' S. Aug. Serm. cxxx. § 1. 

* Second Vow. " The Ordering of Priests.** 

' Bp. Andrewes's Devotions, First Day. 
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my powers, offend my sloth*. Its difficulties 
provoke my pride and shake my faith, instead 
of humbling me and strengthening me in 
patience and faith. Light and frivolous, I 
long to fly from Thy blessed pages to some 
vain study or amusement ; from Canaan to 
the wilderness; from Heaven to the world; 
from God to man'. How different am I 
from Thy saints, not only in knowledge, but 
in the desire of knowledge^. Moreover, I 
miss the plain meaning of Thy word through 

^ '' Hi quippe quibusdam Scripturarum locis obscuris^ 
tanquam clausis oculis Dei, exercentur, ut quserant ; et 
mrsiis quibusdam locis manifestis, tanquam apertis oculis 
Dei, illuminantur, ut gaudeant. Et ista in Sanctis libris 
crebra opertio atque adapertio tanquam palpebrse sunt 
Dei, quae interrogant, id est, quae probant filios hominum, 
qui neque fatigantur rerum obscuritate, sed exercentur ; 
neque inflantur cognitione, sed confirraantur/* S. Aug. 
En. in Ps. x. § 8. 

7 «Cur non Christum revisas, Christum alloquaris, 
Christum audias ! lUum alloquimur, cum oramus ; Ilium 
audimus cum divina legimus oracula." S. Amb. De Off. 
lib. L cap. XX. 

* ** Ecee vox Tua gaudium meum, vox Tua super ad- 
fluentiam voluptatum. Da quod amo : amo enim ; et 
hoc Tu dedistt Ne dona Tua deseras, neo herbam Tuam 
spemas sitientem." S. Aug. Confess, lib. xi. cap. ii. 
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carelessness, or prejudice, or want of faith, 
or a carnal mind '; and still more often I 
lose the hidden manna reserved for them 
that know Thee by affection. Hence is my 
teaching too often what my spirit and my 
mind are, cold, dry, dull, and secular \ 

Thou who didst give to me the Scrip- 
tures, give me also the heart to love them, 

• Matt. V. 27. John vii. I7. " For searching into the 
Scriptures and true knowledge of them, there is need of a 
good life and a pure soul, and of the virtue which is ac- 
cording to Christ." St. Athan. De Incarn. Yerbi Dei. 
And he proceeds to illustrate from the eye, which must be 
cleansed for vision, adding, '* Thus he who wishes to un- 
derstand the meaning of those who discourse of sacred 
things ought first to wash and cleanse his soul by his 
Ufe." 

> St. Augustine says that men ought to use tranquil 
days for storing up Scripture in their hearts, like ants. 
Hence he was not able to rescue a Donatist from despair 
who had neglected to do this. ** Iste sibi non collegerat 
verbum Dei, supei*venit hyems, non hie invenit quod 
quserebat, consolari nisi inde non poterat, de verbo autem 
Dei nullo modo." In Ps. xxxvi. Enarr. S. ii. § 11. But 
if this want be so fatal in the sick, what in the physician ! 
What if the soldier of Jesus Christ go forth to battle 
with sin or heresy without the sword '* which is the word 
of God/' and so be vanquished, and the banner of Christ 
be cast down, and souls be led into captivity or slain ! 



DIVINE SCRIPTDRE. 37 

the Will to study them, the understanding to 
know them, the humility to learn from them 
and submit to them. 

" Sint castse delicise mese Scripturse Tuse ; 
nee fallar in eis, nee fallam ex eis '." 

Give me, O Blessed Jesus, industry, cau- 
tion, and a spiritual mind. Grant me not to 
trust to my own judgment, to invent novel- 
ties, or, oppose Thy Church. Be with me, 
gracious Lord, whilst I walk in the paths of 
Thy word, and expound unto me the things 
concerning Thyself. Make my heart to burn 
within me whilst Thou talkest with me, and 
whilst Thou openest unto me Thy Scriptures. 
Grant me, also, with ready affection promptly 
to embrace and obey whatsoever Thou shalt 
command; renouncing all that Thou dost 
forbid, arid practising all that Thou dost 
enjoin, with the obedience of love. 

Thou indeed, my adorable Example, dost 
seem to have spoken, acted, and lived, '^ that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled V And surely 

' St. Aug. Conf. lib. xi. eap. ii. 

' Matt. viii. 17 ; xii. 17 ; xiii. 35 ; xxi. 4 ; xxvii. 35. 
4€. Luke xxii 37. Jolin xviii. 9 ; xix. 28. 
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this was not done merely in order that pro- 
phecies might receive their completion, but 
that in all things Thou mightest conform 
to God^s law, the Son to the Father, and the 
Man to His God. Surely, therefore, I, who 
cannot be a light nor a law unto myself, but 
know nothing except from God; and yet 
am set to be an example to others ; — I, 
so weak and unworthy, should be for ever 
watching to fulfil the Scripture, and to make 
my life the counterpart of the command- 
ment, so that all men may see and judge of 
the one by the other. 

But " who is sufficient for these things T^ 
I, least of all. Write then, I beseech Thee, 
Thy law in n^y heart by the finger of Thy 
Spirit ; that what my head knows my heart 
may Ipve, and what my heart loves my actions 
may perform, and my whole life exhibit to 
my flock. 

^^ Give me understanding and I shall keep 
Thy law ; yea, I shall keep it with my whole 
heart. 

" Make me to go in the path of Thy com- 
mandments ; for therein is my desire.. 
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'' Incline my heart unto Thy testimonies.^ 
Amen. 
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RETIREMENT. 

John xviii. 1, 2, Mark i. 35. 

*' When Jeans had spoken these words, he went forth with 
his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, 
into the which he entered, and his disciples. And Judas 
also, which betrayed him, knew the place ; for Jesus 
ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples." 

** And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, 
he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and 
there prayed." 

He Who whilst upon earth was still in Heaven, 
abiding in His own eternal peace and still- 
ness, '^ like a clear heat upon herbs, and like 
a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest * C yet 
being clothed upon with my infirmities sought 
a place of retirement and soHtude. 

Withdrawing into the wilderness, He made 
it a garden, fruitful in holy meditations and 

* John iii. 13. Isa. xviii. 4. 
£ 2 
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prayers *. Whilst others slept He rose and 
went out and departed into a solitary place *. 
He thus invited His disciples to retire with 
Him, to recollect themselves, to forget what 
they had done, and prepare for what they had 
still to do ; to take that spiritual food in re- 
tirement, which they had no time to receive 
in the midst of turmoil and labour '. 

Retirement and meditation formed Moses, 
and St. John Baptist, and St. Paul, for 
their work. Who am I that I should dis- 
pense with it ! 

What a blessed example do I behold on 
Mount Tabor ! There, Christ in solitude 
meets the saints. There, far removed from 
the world, and high up above its grovelling 
desires, the Holy Trinity manifests Itself to 
men ; and the Father makes known the Son 
to the little company, who, rapt in contem- 
plation, hear and behold. 

Well might St. Peter desire for ever to 
dwell on high, nor again to descend, and lose 
that heavenly vision 1 Well might he speak, 

> Luke y. 16. Matt. xiv. 23. • Mark i. 35. 

7 Mark vi. 30—32. 
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scarce knowing what he said, dazzled with 
that light which enlightened not only the eye, 
but the dark chambers of the heart, and over- 
powered with that voice, which echoed in the 
secret cells of the spirit ! 

O most necessary, most blessed days, or 
hours, or moments of retirement, in which my 
soul can get away from man, and from her- 
self, and from all created things, to be with 
her God ' ! Alone and bare, she prostrates 
herself before Him Who knows, yet loves her 
better than He knows. At other times she 
is seen, and sins, forgetting God's eye ; but 
now she feels that she is seen, and that the 
all-searching gaze is upon her. Yet it is a 
Father^s eye which beholds her, an eye which 
heals more than it pierces, and comforts even 
more than it humbles. 

O safe ! O peaceful ! O restoring Presence 
of my God ! Here, nothing incites my vanity, 

' *^ Difficile est in turbd videre Christam : solitudo quse- 
dara necessaria est menti nostrsa : qu&dam solitudine in- 
tentionis videtor Deus. Turba strepitam habet ; visio 
ista secretum desiderat . . . Noli Jesum quaerere in torb4, 
non eat tanquam unus de turbA ; prsBvenit omnem torbam." 
S. Aug. in Joban. Ev. Tr. xvii. s. 11. 

£ 3 
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echoing self, self, self; that hollow sound; 
first deceltfu], and then reproachfiil ; full of 
dangerous sweetness, or of securer sadness. 
Here nothing provokes my impatience, terri- 
fies my cowardice, nor stirs up a false excite- 
ment. Here, in sight of eternal riches, glory, 
and happiness, temporal gold, honour, com- 
forts, lose their perilous charms. Here I 
neither misjudge my people, nor am vexed at 
their misjudgment of me. Here I lay down 
my burden, whatever it be; pour out my 
sins, for pardon ; my infirmities, for strength; 
my sorrows, for consolation. Here, I learn 
Heaven, and therefore can speak of it truly 
to others. Here, I learn God Himself, al- 
though I can never know Him enough. At 
least I learn not to know Him so little as I 
did. At least I learn to desire to know, and 
to know better how much there is yet to 
know ; my own emptiness, and scantiness, and 
that fulness ; what it is to be embraced by 
His love, whom my love can never contain. 

Assuredly my people would be no losers by 
a little time being withdrawn from them for this 
blessed exercise ; even if it should be taken 
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from them rather than from the world, which 
were far better. 

Moses returned from the Presence of God 
so glorious, that the children of Israel could 
not look upon his countenance. My Lord 
seems to have descended from Tabor illumi- 
nated with the glory which, apart from the 
world, and above the world, had encircled 
Him*. 

Not that I indeed would claim such honour 
as this ; but I am sure that communion with 
God would change me in myself, and there- 
fore would change me to those to whom I 
minister. As Jonathan was distressed before 
he found the honey in the wood, but then his 
eyes were enlightened, so may I be refreshed 
by meditation on God'^s word, which is sweeter 
also than honey and the honeycomb. As 
Elijah went down from Horeb, after speaking 
with God, another man; as the nobleman, 
from merely being with Christ, became, from 

> Mark ix. 16. Theophylact, quoted in the Catena Aurea, 
mentions it as an opinion^ that Christ's aspect had become 
more beautiful by the Transfiguration, and filled the 
people with amazement. This pious notion is confirmed 
by the analogy of the glory upon the face of Moses. 
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an impatient doubter a calm believer \ so 
might it be also and even with me. 

O how can I ever wrong my people and 
myself so grievously, by being so little with 
Thee, my God, in retirement, meditation, and 
prayer ! Is it possible that Thou canst in- 
vite, and yet I refuse I Is it possible that hav- 
ing once seen what I may gain and enjoy, I 
can delay to seek Thee again ? If Thy Pre- 
sence is the fulness of joy to those who awake 
up after Thy likeness, then let that blessed 
Presence be the beginning of my joy here 
on earth, of my chief and unceasing joy. O 
that I may become more and more eagerly 
desirous of It, yea, scarcely able to tear my- 
self from It, except to go down from Tabor, 
as it were, to do Thy work on earth for a 
time, before I can hope to possess the joy of 
Thy Countenance for ever in Heaven. 

^ John iv. Compare the impatience manifested, ver. 
49, with the absence of all haste to test the promise, ver. 
51--63. 
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FREQUENT COMMUNION, 

John yi. 67. 

** As the living Father hath sent me, and I live hy the 
Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall live by 
me." 

Upon what heights does the stream arise from 
which I drink ! The mystery of my spiritual 
life is hidden in the mystery of the Eternal 
Trinity. Christians are sons of God by adop- 
tion, because Christ is Son by nature *. They 
are one, because the Father and the Son are 
one in the unity of the Holy Ghost'. The 
Father alone has life of Himself; the Son 
in Himself of the Father *. The Eternal Son 

> John i. 12, 13 ; iu. 16. Gal. ui. 26, 27 ; !▼. 5, on 
which S. Aug. Expos, s. 30. ^ Hinc enini adoptionem re- 
cipimus, quod ille Unicus non dedignatus est participa- 
tionem natoree nostrw, factus ex muliere, ut non solum 
nnigenitus esset, ubi fratres non habet, sed etiam Primo- 
genitus in roultis fratribus fieret." 

' John xvii. 21. 

* John y. 26. '^ Stent habet, sic dedit habere. Ubi 
habet 1 In semetipso. Ubi dedit habere^ in semetipso. 
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never began to have life in Himself, nor ever 
can cease to have. He cannot receive what 
He already hath'; yet His life is of the 
Father and in the Father ". My life subsists 
by unity with the Son of God, as Son of Man; 
is now of grace ; once had no existence ; may 
easily be lost ; and requires perpetual renewal 

Paulas ubi habet ! non in semetipso, sed in Christo. Ta 
fidelis, ubi babes 1 Non in temetipso, sed in Christo. Vi- 
deamus si boc dicit Apostolus. Vivo autem jam non ego, 
vivit vero in me Christus.*' S. Aug. in Johan. Ev. Tr. 
xxii. 8. 9. See Pearson on the Creed, Art. I. on the sense 
in wbich tbe Fatber is called by the Ancients, ''The 
Origin, tbe Cause, the Author, tbe Root, the Fountain, and 
the Head of the Son, or the whole Divinity." Bp. Bull, 
Defensio Fid. Nic. lib. iv. cap. i. 

* ** Non ait, sicut roanduco Patrem, et ego vivo propter 
Patrem . . . non enim Filius participatione Patris fit me- 
lior, quia est natus sequalis." S. Aug. in Johan. £v. Tr. 
xxvi. 8. 19. 

' John i. 18. Upon tbe abiding of tbe Son in tbe 
Father, see Bp. Bull as above, lib. ii. cap. iv, St. Am- 
brose argues against interpreting Jobn vi. 57 of tbe Divine 
nature of Christ, and concludes : — '* Quid est, sicut ipse 
&c. ! nisi quod sic vivificat Filius bominem sicut Pater in 
Filio camem vivificat bumanum." But be admits tbe 
sense in which it may apply to the Godhead of tbe Son. 
*' Utique si ad divinitatem referunt : propter Patrem vivit 
Filius quod ex Patre Filius est : propter Patrem quod 
imius substantiaa cum Patre.** De Fide, lib. iv. cap. v. 
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by perpetual participation of Him from whom 
it comes and by whom alone it can endure. 
" As the living Father hath sent Me," saith 
Christ, '^ and I live by the Father, so he that 
eateth Me, even he shall live by Me."' ** Ex- 
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and 
drink His blood, ye have no life in you V 

Thrice happy then am I, whom no worldly 
business keeps from Thee, how often soever 
Thy holy table is spread! Thrice happy, 
who, in the communion of the sick, enjoy 

' '^ After the same manner (t. e, as that in which the 
Only-begotten lives by the Father, and of the Incarnation) 
he who receives me through the participation of my flesh 
shall live in himself, being wholly changed into One who 
has power to quicken (or beget to life, ^oioyoi/ctv), be- 
cause of His being as it were of the quickening Root, that 
is Grod and the Father." S. Cyril in Johan. Ev. vi. 68. 
Ed. Par. 1638. This is a very remarkable passage, not 
only as showing that ficraoTotxeiov/tevoc does not mean 
transubstantiated-^for no one supposes that the believer 
is transubstantiated into Christ ; but as containing the old 
Catholic truth, that the life of the Son from and in the 
Father as the Root of Ddty^ by participation of one nature, 
the Divine, is the type and source of the life of the Chris- 
tian from and in Christ, by His participation in our nature, 
and, through this, our participation in Him, which is begun 
in Baptism, and maintained by the Eucharist. 
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more frequent means of partaking of Thee, 
than any of my parishioners! O that I 
may not presume upon mine office, nor ap- 
proach Thee negligently, and without pre- 
paration ! O that I may never communicate 
with a cold heart, and in a perfunctory spirit, 
as though acting for others only, and not also 
for myself! O that, since nothing external 
debars me from Thee, so nothing inter- 
nal may shut me off; no wall of sin, no 
worldly barrier, may check Thy stream of 
grace ! Bread of Heaven, may I ever hunger 
for Thee. Oup of the Spirit, may I ever 
thirst for Thee. More and more may I per- 
ceive that without Thee, Blessed Jesus, I can 
do nothing. 

Creator of Eden, grant me to partake of 
Thee the tree of life, lest I seem to live for a 
time, but really die. True Melchizedek, bring 
forth to me, weary with conflict. Thy bread 
and wine, Thy flesh and blood. True paschal 
Lamb, with loins girt, and staff in band, may 
I feed on Thee and proceed on my way. 
Angel of the Covenant, pour down from 
Heaven Thy manna in the wilderness. Lord 
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of the Sanctuary, suffer Thy unworthy priest 
to eat of the true shew-bread« and even of the 
sacrifice carried without the gate, which the 
priests of the law touched not, O God of the 
prophets, feed me, as Thou didst feed Elijah, 
and strengthen me for my journey to the 
Mount. Thou who didst give Thyself to 
Thine apostles first, who, before all the 
Church, partook of Thy flesh and blood, in 
order that I may worthily dispense Thee to 
others, first dispense Thyself to me. O the 
honour and the happiness of being invited 
before my people, although less worthy ! O 
holy office, which at once entitles the clergy 
to communicate more often, and makes it 
needful for them to do so ^ ! 

It is Thine own word, " He that eateth 

' ^* Then shall the Minister first receive the Communion 
m both kinds himself, and then proceed to deliver the 
same to the Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, in like manner 
(if any be present), and after that to the people. 

** And in Cathedral and Collegiate Churches, and CoU 
leges, where there are many Priests and Deacons, they 
shaU all receive the Communion with the Priest every 
Sunday at the least, except they have a reasonable cause 
to the contrary.*' — The Order of the Administration of 
the Lord's Supper or Holy Communion. 
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Me shall live by Me.^ I live — ^apart from 
Thee, not for a moment. To be apart from 
Thee is to die. I live by partaking of Thee 
and by this only. Receiving the holy ele- 
ments, I receive Thy flesh and blood. I am 
united thereby to God the Son, and in Him 
to God the Father, by the operation of God 
the Holy Ghost. Truly this is life indeed, to 
be united — without confusion of the Divine 
with the human, of the Creator with the 
creature — yet still united to God as God, to 
the very Root and Source and Fountain of 
life, to the Life which is Life Itself, in Itself, 
and of Itself; to the Life which is Life to all 
living; Life Unchangeable, Unfailing^ Eternal. 
O what it is, truly to eat ; or through neg- 
lect, or want of faith, or unrighteousness, 
not to eat ! O blessed Trinity, grant me to 
live to Thee, by Thee, in Thee, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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FAITH. 
Isuah I. 5 — 10. 

** The Lord Grod hath opened mine ear, and I was not re- 
bellious, neither turned away back. I gave my back to 
the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hair : I hid not my face from shame and spitting. For 
the Lord God will help me ; therefore shall I not be 
confounded : therefore have I set my face like a flint, 
and I know that I shall not be ashamed. He is near 
that justifieth me ; who will contend with me $ let us 
stand together : who is mine adversary $ let him come 
near to me. Behold, the Lord Gk»d will help me ; who 
is he that shall condemn me $ lo, they all shall wax old 
as a garment ; the moth shall eat them up. Who is 
among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice 
of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no 
light $ let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God." 

I OUGHT to be the pattern of faith, hope, and 
charity to my flock, as Thou, blessed Jesus, 
art to me. I behold Thee in the Gospel 
living for things unseen. Nothing that fasci- 
nates my senses had any hold upon Thine. 
Hunger, and thirst ; homelessness, and weari- 
ness ; dishonour, danger, torture, and death, 
were all fearlessly encountered by Thee. Nor 

f2 



i 



52 MEDITATION X. 

didst Thou complain of suffering, nor even 
mention it, but for our sakes. 

And as no evil daunted Thee, so neither 
did any pleasure entice Thee. That which is 
seen, felt, and heard; that very present present 
which so occupies me, was to Thee altogether 
nothing, compared with the future. 

Nor was Thy faith less manifest in the 
entire obedience to which it led. Obedient 
unto hunger, poverty, contempt, and torture; 
obedient unto death itself, never didst Thou 
call upon The creation to relieve Thee, nor 
upon angels to succour Thee ; nor wouldest 
Thou decline the cup of suffering, nor drink 
the myrrh. No wrong mean to a right end ; 
no easier nor less thorny path than that de- 
signed for Thee was ever chosen by Thee. 

Alas ! I am filled with confusion, when I 
think how my unbelief continually leads me 
into sin. For how often have I chosen the 
timid path of policy, which is the path of in- 
terest ! How often have I considered whether 
it were not allowable to avoid this seeming 
peril, or that difficulty ; deciding by my fears, 
rather than by Thy example and teaching I 
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I behold Thee also, blessed Jesus, facing 
s3l obstacles by the power of faith. How 
hopeless it seemed to instruct Thy dis- 
ciples in Thy heavenly kingdom, when they 
were always dreaming of an earthly kingdom ; 
and how much more hopeless then to teach 
the whole world ! One, followed by twelve 
poor ignorant men, themselves without faith, 
to reform all mankind ! To triumph over the 
wisdom of Greece, and the iron worldliness of 
Rome ; to remould society, and renovate man 
*— was ever so hopeless a task ! In compa- 
rison of this, what are my difficulties, the ob- 
stacles in my way, who have but to minister 
to men who are Christians ; and to be the 
channel of Thy grace, abundantly ready ? 

Yet, again, I marvel at Thy patience in 
affliction, suffering, and death; the root of 
which was still faith. Thine own words speak 
Thine own mind. *' Yet I am not alone, be- 
cause the Father is with Me.**' 

When Thou wast silent, it was in the 
calmness of faith. When Thou didst speak, 
it was both with the boldness and calmness of 
faith. Thou didst perform what Thou didst 

f3 
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promise. ^' I became even as a man that 
heareth not, and in whose mouth are no re- 
proofs. For in Thee, O Lord, have I put 
my trust. Thou shalt answer for Me, O 
Lord my God.**' 

My want of faith injures my whole minis- 
try* It hinders me from undertaking many 
things, and makes me fail in those which I 
attempt. I fail in preaching, rebuking, con- 
soling, for want of faith. I do not really be- 
lieve that Thou art with me, a treasure in- 
deed in an earthen vessel, but no less a 
treasure; and hence, neither do my people 
discern Thy voice and grace. Thou canst do 
no mighty work in me because of my unbe- 
lief. If I had faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, mountains of pride and evil would re- 
move before me, when now I fail to cast out 
a single devil. Why could I not cast them 
out? I ask, and Thou repliest, "Because of your 
unbelief.'*^ say not also, " faithless and 
perverse servant, how long shall I be with 
you ? how long shall I suffer you • ! '" 

How different am I from those who won 

* Mark vi. 5. Matt. xvii. 16-20. 
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the world in Thee to Thee ! St. Paul, stand- 
ing before Felix, on Mars' Hill, and before 
the emperor, rebukes me. He went up to 
Jerusalem, knowing that bonds and affliction 
awaited him. He was calm in the shipwreck, 
calm amid the furious multitude; joyful in 
tribulation; he sang in the prison, whilst 
bleeding still from the stripes. His whole 
life breathed his words; "I know whom I 
have believed.'*' And what did he believe? 
Not that he should escape from bonds and 
imprisonment and shipwreck and death ; for 
all these awaited him : but he believed that 
God would do what was best ; and that his 
labour was not in vain in the Lord. He be- 
lieved in the future, and forgot the present ; 
and so he swelled the ranks, yea, was a leader 
in the great army of the faithful, of which he 
himself reads the blessed roll; whilst I, a 
weak and wavering reed, am what I am* 

"Lord, I believe,'' enough to be certain 
what I might and ought to do by Thy grace ; 
enough to know what a crown is in store for 
them who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises; but not enough to be and do 
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what I should and might do. '^ Lord, I be- 
lieve. Help Thou mine unbelief.^ 

Yea, even now, my faith seems to grow 
within me, as I think of Thee* Beholding 
Thee in Thy sufferings, in Thy watchful care 
of Thy disciples. Thy tenderness. Thy con- 
sideration, I cannot doubt Thy sympathy and 
help in aU my trials. 

Beholding Thee bearing with those of little 
faith, purging them, and strengthening them 
until they grew in faith ; beholding Thy 
compassion and heavenly training to the noble- 
man and to Thy apostles, especially Thine 
unspeakable condescension to St. Thomas; 
seeing how as an eagle Thou didst bear Thy 
little ones on the wings of Thy love, until 
they learned to soar out of sight of earth and 
the things of earth, I gather confidence, I 
learn to trust, that Thou wilt also teach me 
faith.. 

Beholding Thee calm and peaceful amidst 
the raging bulls of Basan and the lions 
amongst which Thy soul was cast ; behold- 
ing Thee meeting Thy captors, reasoning 
with Thine enemies, standing unmoved before 
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Thy judges, looking always beyond the pre- 
sent, as if it had no being, I, too, am moved 
with a desire of that peace of faith. I, too, 
follow Thee in heart ; as from the cradle to 
the grave in Thy journey forwards Thou didst 
stedfastly set Thy face to suffer, and to re- 
turn to the Father encircled with the new 
glory of our redemption ; returning not alone, 
but with Thy Church in Thee. Yea, there 
is but one thing to wish for in this life, and 
that is, to follow Thee; and but one thing 
to fear, which is, lest I should fall from Thee ; 
and firmly do I believe that Thou desirest to 
lielp me in my pursuit, and shield me from 
my peril, untO I come to that estate whence 
I cannot faU, and need not faint in pursuing. 
Shall I, my Bock, doubt Thy care of the 
Church, whatever distractions, and divisions, 
and corruptions trouble her; since she has 
not only Thy promise that she shall not fail, 
but the teaching of the Spirit that Thou 
lovest her and cherishest her as Thy Spouse ' ? 
"What is faith, but believing under difficulties ? 
"Where would have been Abraham'*s praise, 
and that of all those that died in faith, if 

> Eph. V. 29. 
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they had not believed when it was hard to 
trust; when nature said one thing, grace 
another ; when sight said nay, but faith said 
yea ? Thus they inherited the promise, and 
now from difficulties and temptations, as well 
as toils and sorrows, they repose for ever in 
Thee. This is the only way. " Ambula 
per fidem, ut pervenias ad speciem. Spe- 
cies non laetificabit in patria quem fides non 
consolatur in via ^."^ Whatsoever difficul- 
ties beset Thy Church, whatsoever objections 
human wit and knowledge shall raise against 
Thy word and works, grant, O Lord, that 
my faith may never fail, nor even waver. 
May I live in the faith, and die in it* Nor 
let my impatience and unbelief chill my zeal 
for Thee and for Thy people. Let it be 
enough for me to sow without expecting to 
see the harvest. Let me be happy, if, like 
Thy holy prophet St. John, I have laid the 
foundation upon which another, like St. Paul, 
can build '• Let me walk by faith and not 
by sight, that so I may come to the vision 
and fruition of Thee. 

' S. Aug. Serm, Ixxxviii. b. 4. ' Acts xix. 1 — 7. 
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The Lord is my light and salvation, whom 
then shall I fear? the Lord is the strength 
of my life, of whom then shall I be afraid I 

Though an host of men were laid against 
me, yet shall not my heart be afraid; and 
though there rose up war against me, yet will 
I put my trust in Him. 

O ! tarry thou the Lord's leisure ; be 
strong, and He shall comfort thine heart; 
and put thou thy trust in the Lord. Amen. 
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HOPE. 

Heb. xii. 2. 

« Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith ; 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
croflB, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God." 

Thou, blessed Jesus, art my pattern in hoping, 
and my object of hope ; teaching me how to 
hope in Thee, Who art my Hope and ray Por- 
tion in the land of the living, that is, in 
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Heaven*. By hope Thou didst encourage 
Thy disciples ' ; nay, Thyself also before Thy 
Passion *. By hope Thou didst endure the 
Gross, despising the shame* By hope Thy 
flesh rested in the grave, until Thou didst 
rise to be our hope by Thy Resurrection '. 

In Thy Divine Scriptures Thou hast taught 
me to rejoice in hope; and that my very 
difficulties should increase my hope; whilst 
tribulation worketh patience, and patience 
experience, and experience hope; and that 
hope never shames nor disappoints which rests 
upon Thee. Such hope produces patience, 
as patience does hope^ It gives boldness, 
and fills with holy boasting, not in itself, but 
in Thee '. It is proposed to us for this very 
end, and is an anchor of the soul in every 

* ^ Ilia (regnum eanctorum) est terra viventium : htee 
est autem terra morientium, receptura mortuos quos nu- 
trivit vivos." S. Aug. Enarr. in Ps. xxxvi. Serm. iii. 
s. U. 

* Luke X. 20 ; xii. 32. John xvi. 

^ John xvii. Ps. xvi. 9. Acts xxiii. 6. 1 Cor. xv. 19^ 
20. 1 Pet. i. 3. 

^ Rom. xii. 12 ; v. 3 — 6. 

* 1 These, i. 3. ^ Heb. iii. 6. 
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tempest ; carried inside the veil, mooring our 
souls in the surest haven of joy '. Ah, if our 
hearts only were where our hope is, we should 
ride at perfect peace, even whilst the tempest 
is raging, even during the storms of this 
troublesome world. 

For want of hope my faith is weak; for 
want of hope my love is cold *. Hope was 
the life of Abraham'^s faith. Leaning on hope 
Divine, he went beyond hope human, and 
ever believed *. Hope led Israel into Egypt, 
and out of it ; through the sea, and through 
the wilderness ; through Jordan into Canaan, 
Hope built the temple, and rebuilt it. Hope 
converted the world. Hope made the apostles 
before the day of reward. Hope expects, 
hastens, feeds her lamp, is ready to open. 
Hope lightens the eyes and gladdens the heart. 

If I were animated with hope, all my minis- 
trations would be animated as well. The 

> Heb. vi. 18-20. 

* *'Nec amor sine spe est, nee sine amore spes, nee 
utmmque sine fide." S. Aug. Enchirid. s. 2. 

' Rom. iv. 18. ^'How did he believe beyond hope in 
hopel Beyond the hope which is human, in the hope 
which is in God." S. Chrys. Hom. in loc. 
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light which illumined me, would shine also 
to others ; the heat which fired me, would 
kindle them also. Faith imparts stedfast- 
ness, perseverance and calmness ; inspires 
respect and confidence in those who enjoy it ; 
but hope makes religion to shine, renders it 
bright, joyful, lovely, and attractive to man. 
If I were happy through hope, my people would 
long for the happiness which they witnessed 
in me, and would bring their lamps to light 
them where I lighted mine. that I could 
thus make religion a delight to others, by 
showing it delightful to myself ! that the 
yoimg could always see me, not only calm 
and trustful, but joyful as well! that 
they could behold some beams of Heaven 
in me, some rays of the Eternal Day, now 
dawning to hope, and soon to fruition ! O 
that the oil of Thy grace might flow down 
to the very skirts of Thy garment, and 
anointing me with the oil of gladness, might 
give me a cheerful countenance, a face and 
speech full of joyful hope in Thee, O my 
Hope and my Portion ! 

Suffer not, I beseech Thee, my work to 
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flag and to fail for want of this hope. Teach 
me to sow in hope, and cast my bread upon 
the waters in hope; to despair of no man, 
since Thou hast had mercy upon me; to 
leave nothing undone ; to let down the net 
again and again, though I seem to catch 
nothing. Make me to have confidence that 
Thou wilt complete Thy good work; and 
wilt yet make my people to be my hope, 
and joy, and crown of rejoicing ; my glory 
and joy before Thee '*. 

For, Oh ! what hopes are proposed to me, 
even the salvation of immortal souls, and of 
my own in theirs ; the advancement of the 
glory of God; and, as if these were not 
enough, a special reward, to ^^ shine as the 
stars for ever ',**' and " a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away.'' Nor are these the objects 
of desire only, but of hope ; inasmuch as I am 
assured by Thy promise, and empowered by 
Thy Spirit. Nay, and as if even these things 
were trifling, yet another is added, including 

* Phil. 1. 7. 1 Thess. ii. 19, 20. 

• Dan. xii. 3. 1 Pet. v. 4. Johu xvii. 24. Matt. 
xxviii. 20. John xx. 22. 

g2 
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all, and exceeding all, even Thy Presence, 
even Thyself; for Heaven were not Heaven 
without Thee who art Heaven, Light, and 
Glory^ Best, Home, Life, and Joy, all things 
in m Thy Saints for ever and ever. Thou 
canst not fail me. This I well know ; but 
grant me, of Thy unspeakable mercy, not to 
fail Thee, O my Hope. 
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LOVE. 

John xiiu 1 ; xv. 13. 

'* Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew 
that his hour was come that he should depart out of 
this world unto the Father^ having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto the end." 

^Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends." 

The love of the Son to the Father is as 
ineffable as is that of the Father to the 
Son. " God is love." The Father and the 
Son abide in eternal and essential love in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, the Centre of the 
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Father and of the Son '. Of this we cannot 
speak, and scarcely think worthily. The 
Divine Unity in Trinity is a joy of knowledge 
hereafter to be revealed in the light of God^s 
countenance to them that are His. And 
yet if the unity of the Father and the Son 
is the type and source of the unity of the 
Ghurch, and of her members one with 
another, for whom Jesus prayed, '* that they 
all may be One, as Thou Father art in Me 
and I in Thee, that they also may be One in 
Us" — ^if this be so, the love of the Son to 
the Father is the pattern of our love to God. 
O joy, O glory in the pattern ! O sorrow 
and shame in the copy ! O God of love, 
give me to behold that ocean of love which 
Thou art, so far as I can now behold it by faith 
and desire ; that T may plunge into love, and 
be baptized in love, like Thy holy apostles 

^ Synesius quoted by Bull. Fid. Nic. Defensio, lib. ii. 
cap. ill. B. 19. 

<<Sicaritasqu& Pater diligit Filium et Patrem diligit 
Filius, ineffabiliter communionem demonstrat amborum, 
quid convenientius quam ut I lie dicatur caritas propric, qui 
Spiritus est communis ambobus." S. Aug. de Tnn. lib. xv. 
s. 37. 

G 3 
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and saints ; like him who lay in Thy bosom, 
and dwelt in love; or like him who counted all 
things dmig for Thee, and who longed to de- 
part and be with Thee. Grant me at least not 
to be so alien from his mind who said : — 

" Onmino me non satiaret Deus, nisi pro- 
mitteret mihi seipsum Deum. Quid est tota 
terra! Quid est totum mare! Quid est 
totum coelum! Quid sunt omnia sidera! 
Quid sol! Quid luna! Quid exercitus 
Angelorum ! Greatorem sitio : Ipsum esu- 
rio, Ipsum sitio, Ipsi dico, Quoniam apud 
Te est fons vitse ^.'"'^ 

Amor sine onere portat '. All things would 
be easy to me, all things sweet, all things 
possible, if I could but love Thee with one glow 
of that fire of love, wherewith Thou, my God, 
lovedst me. Then I should count toil nothing, 
reproach nothing, disappointment nothing, 
poverty nothing, persecution nothing ; nor 
my life dear unto myself ; but life and death 
would be both alike in Thee ; since, whether 
I lived, I should live unto Thee, or whether I 

^ S. Aug. Serin, clviii. s. 7» 
" Im. Christi, lib. iii. cap. v. 
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died, I should die unto Thee ; so that living 
or dying I should be Thine. may Thy love 
constrain me ; and through me Thy people. 
May it draw us on, and on, and on, by the 
cords of the heart, until earth left behind, 
and self altogether abandoned, we be brought 
nigh unto Thee, and lose ourselves in Thy 
love ; in love received, and in love given ; in 
loving and being loved; not separating the 
one bliss from the other in the union and 
enjoyment of both ! 

But when I meditate, my Jesus, on Thy 
love to man, even although Thy human nature 
veils Thy perfection, I cannot particularize or 
describe it. Thy whole life was the greatest 
action of love, and Thy death even greater. 
Thou wast love shining through the flesh, 
shining brighter and brighter. From Thy 
birth to Thy grave ; from Thy grave to Thy 
ascension, and from thy ascension until now, 
love shines and glows in every action. 

In shame, want, persecution, weariness, 
disappointment, labours, watchings, fastings, 
supplications, cautions, encouragements, in- 
structions ; in living, in dying, in rising, in re-» 
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assuring Thy disciples, in ascending, in inter- 
ceding ; and in all Thy provision of grace and 
instruction, for the birth of souls, and their 
living ; for their health, and recovery, under 
every possible circumstance, love shines and 
gloves. There was nothing v^hich Thou didst 
not endure ; nothing which Thou didst not 
do ; and which Thou dost not still do for Thy 
fiock. good Shepherd indeed, O only good 
Shepherd. 

Thou didst love from the first step to the 
last in redeeming us, and in preparing sane- 
tification and glory for man. Thou didst 
love and dost love from the first step to the 
last, in calling each man to Thyself; rege- 
nerating, renewing, supporting, counselling, 
warning; recalling, recovering, receiving 
back, retaining, restoring, perfecting, re- 
warding. Thou lovedst and lovest, not at 
one time, but all ; not in one circumstance, 
but in all. Thou lovest unto the end. 

What then! Shall I make exceptions? 
intermit? fail in loving Thy loved ones? 
Shall I love the child, not the youth? the 
youth, not the man? one age, not another? one 
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man, not another, all which is mere self-love 
and self-pleasing! Shall Hove one class of men, 
not another? Shall I be partial and fanci- 
ful"? Shall I love only those who love me I 
Only those who love Thee ? Shall I not love 
all as Thine by redemption ; and if not Thine 
as yet by their loving Thee, Thine notwith* 
standing by Thy free love of them, waiting 
still to convert and absolve them ? Shall I 
regard my own honour and rights, not wish- 
ing, like Moses, that all the Lord'*s people 
were prophets? Shall I regard my own 
wishes, and plans, and feelings, rather than 
the good of my flock ; less loving than she 
who was willing to part with the child of her 
bosom to save it ? Shall I not learn from the 
calm love of St. John ", and the ardent affec- 



' *' If the eye were to spend the care which it has for 
the whole body on the hand, and turning away from the 
other limbs attend to that alone, would it not uijure the 
whole I Surely. So also we, if we bestow the love which 
ought to be extended to the whole Church of God upon 
one or two, we injure oureelves, and them, and the whole. 
This love is human. But if it is not human, but you love 
for God's sake, love all.'* S. Chrys. Hom. ii. in 2 Thess. 

*• 1 John iii. 
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tion of St. Paul \ to live in and for those to 
whom I am sent, and gladly to spend and 
be spent for them, even though the more 
abundantly I love the less I be loved ? 

Yet this would only be for a time. 
Love wins, where all else is powerless. Not 
eloquence, nor station, nor zeal, nor learning, 
convert sinners, but the charity which suffer- 
eth long and is kind; which envieth not; 
vaunteth not itself ; is not puffed up ; doth 
not behave itself unseemly ; seeketh not her 
own ; is not easily provoked ; thinketh no evil ; 
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth ; beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things. Hope is light, but love is 
warmth and fervour of heat. It thaws, it 
melts. It is rather felt than beheld, like the 
breath of the Spring. If faith, visible in the 
character, inspires confidence, and hope gains 
admiration, love wins affection. Those indeed 
give calmness and brightness to religion, but 
this gives it its sweetness ; this finds its way 
to the heart. It takes wrath and enmity un- 
awares ; converts opponents before they are 

1 1 Cor. iv. 2 Cor. ii. 1—4. Gal. iv. 19, 20. 
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convinced; vanquishes without humiliating, 
and changes them from foes into friends. 
The sneer passes into the smile; the re- 
proach into greetings ; opposition into assist- 
ance, miracles of love! O transforming, 
quickening power of love! Why do my people 
know so little of Thy effects, but because I 
know so little of them myself? Most loving 
Father, most loving Son, most loving Spirit, 
Trinity in Unity, teach me to love Thee and 
Thine. Thou who art love, burn in me and 
kindle me, and through me bum in Thy 
people and kindle them also. 

'^ Nihil sapiat, nihil delectet, nihil alliciat, 
nisi Tu, Jesu Christe. Totus sis mens, totus 
sim Tuus, et fiat cor meum unum tecum, 
nihil me judicans scire, vel amare^ vel affectare 
nisi Te solum, et Tuos in Te^ Amen« 
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PREACHING. 

Luke xix. 48. 

'' And could not find what they might do : for all the 
people were very attentive to hear him." 

All the people hung upon Thee^ lost to the 
world and to themselves in hearing Thee; 
and no marvel, for, '^ Never man spake as this 
Man.*" Far be it from me to teach on my 
own authority; to attempt to utter new 
truths, or whilst humbly copying, to rival 
Thee. Who shall teach like the Word! 
who explain like the Eternal Wisdom ? who 
persuade, as He from whom the Holy Ghost 
Himself for ever proceedeth? But yet, O 
blessed Jesus, Thou wouldest surely be my 
Pattern in this, as in every thing else. I am 
bound to follow, at whatever distance, in Thy 
steps ; it is my only safety to do so ; my only 
hope of speaking effectually for Thee. 

Did not Moses put his spirit upon Joshua i 
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Didst Thou not say, "As my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you f Have I any 
other choice, and can I have any other help, 
than that of observing Thee, and copying 
Thee in such degree, as Thou wilt enable me 
to do by Thy grace ? 

O cleanse Thou mine eyes to see Thee, and 
mine ears to hear Thee, whilst I seek to learn 
how to preach from Thee, and to mark the 
words of grace proceeding out of Thy mouth. 

First, I admire the singleness of Thy holy 
purpose. Thou seemest to speak straight 
from the Father of spirits to the spirits of 
which He is Father ; knowing both the mind 
of the Parent and the mind of the children. 
" No man knoweth the Father but the Son/' 
"The only begotten Son which is in the 
bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him."' 
He that knoweth God can truly speak of 
Him. 

Then, Thou knowest us, both as Thou art 
God and as Thou art man. As God Thou 
knowest the very secrets of the heart. Thou 
understandest our thoughts long before. 
As man also, tempted in all points like as we 

H 
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are, touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties, Thou knowest by the tenderest compas- 
sion all the movements of our hearts. Know- 
ing all, and loving all, Thou spakest to all, 
that is, to the hearts of all, marking what 
each required and each desired, the yearnings, 
conscious or unconscious, of their hearts; 
their griefs, their fears, their excitements, their 
despondency, their ignorance, their errors, 
or whatsoever caused them to need Thee, and 
made Thee hasten to help them. True know- 
ledge of God, true sympathy, that I had 
these ! then should I not preach so much in 
vain. blessed Jesus, give me these ! Grant 
me to say, with true knowledge, '^ I speak 
that which I have seen.**^ Grant me to say, 
with true love and sympathy, " Come, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden.'*^ 

2. There was in Thee such love of God 
the Father, and loyalty to Him, that Thou 
hadst no respect at all to the judgment of 
man. There was in Thee so high a regard 
for the souls of Thy hearers, that there was 
none at all for their praise, or their blame. 
Thou didst not only preach simple and easy 
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truths, intelligible to all, and acceptable to 
all ; but didst openly and in public denounce 
sinSy and preach high mysteries which Thou 
knewest would offend Thine enemies and 
estrange Thy friends'. All Thy hearers 
knew Thee a fearless preacher of truth and 
righteousness, however startling they might 
be, however unpopular. Thine own enemies 
confessed, '^ Thou art true, and teachest the 
way of God in truth, neither carest Thou for 
any man ; for Thou regardest not the person 
of men.**' 

blessed Jesus, grant me no longer to fear 
man, whose breath is in his nostrils, but to 
speak boldly as I ought to speak, whether 
men will hear, or whether they will forbear. 

' However carefully we ought to inquire when and 
how high mysteries, and unpopular duties and doctrinea 
are to be preached, we cannot doubt that they must be 
preached. Christ might have declared the doctrine of the 
Eucharist privately, as He did that of Baptismal regenera- 
tion to Nicodemus ; but He did not. He preached it 
openly in a sermon, without explanation, to enemies who 
were exasperated, and to friends who were offended. 
John vi. 41. 62. 60. 66. The same preaching of high 
mysteries openly to those who would not receive them 
appears in chapters vii. viii. x. 

H 2 
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Grant me to seek no other end in my 
preaching, than Thy glory, and the salva- 
tion of souls ; to regard no blame, and to en- 
dure no praise but Thine. Grant me to stand 
in awful calmness between Thee above, and 
Thy people below, speaking to them for Thee. 
Grant me not to see their eyes, nor hear their 
words, yet to discern their hearts ; and with 
the fearless solicitude of love to say whatever 
they require, with such majesty and love that 
they shall forget me altogether, and receive 
the message as coming from Thee, — and may 
it so come. 

3. And having to speak straight from 
the All-Holy God to sinful and lost men, 
bringing medicine to the hungry, bread to 
the famishing; with only one purpose in 
view, the glory of the Father in the salva- 
tion of the children, how simple is the lan- 
guage of Thy message ! Full of grace are 
Thy lips, full of the beauty of truth, the 
beauty of love, of tenderness and compassion ; 
yet how purely simple; attractive, not by 
mighty words, but by the great things which 
Thy words represent, and no more than re- 
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present. Figurative language, with Thee, 
is only one entire truth, truthfully setting 
forth another. All the waters of Thy stream 
are uncoloured, and clear as crystal. In 
Thy garden all things scent the air with their 
own sweetness, and shine in their own Ught. 
blessed Lord, grant me to be so possessed 
with the awful truth and holiness of that 
which I have to preach, and so to feel with 
those hearts to whom I speak, that I may 
have a true and simple eloquence, and convey 
Thy streams uncontaminated with earthly 
admixtures, clear and sincere to the souls 
which thirst for Thee. 

4. In Thee was no inconsistency between 
word and deed. Thy life was preaching in 
actions; Thy preaching was Thy life ex- 
pressed in Thy words. Meekest of the 
meek; poor in spirit; dead to the world; 
pure without spot ; peacemaker indeed ; Thy 
meat and drink righteousness ; forgiving, en- 
during; labouring in good works; praying; 
doing all for God and all for man, and no- 
thing for self; well couldst Thou preach up 
all the actions and virtues of Thy Gospel. 

h3 
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Goodness and love were expressed in every 
glance of Thine eyes, every tone of Thy voice, 
and in all which men knew of Thee. No 
wonder that they listened, and learned, hung 
on Thy lips, and sat at Thy feet. But I — 
I — I — who preach what I practise not, re- 
commend what I love not, exhort to be what 
I am not ; no wonder that I am so useless 
and powerless. I will blame not my hearers, 
but myself only. blessed Jesus, make me 
to live better, that I may preach better. 
Grant that their being with me, and knowing 
me, may not disappoint and repel those who 
hear me, and who would otherwise come to 
Thee by my ministry ; but that, as St. John 
and St. Andrew, after they saw where Thou 
dwelledst, and abode with Thee awhile, were 
the more sure that they had found the Mes- 
sias ; so may my life, or rather Thy life in 
me, verify my words and seal the message of 
salvation to those whom I teach. 

Let there not any longer be that space 
between me and the truths which I teach; 
as if they and I had no union one with the 
other. Alas ! I seem to stand apart from 
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them and touch them, and put them in mo- 
tion as a piece of machinery, whilst I am un- 
moved, detached, and apart. May this be so 
no more. May Thy truths live in me, and I 
by them. May they move me; then my 
hearers; may they be united by faith with 
the preacher, and through him, with Thy 
people, and thus may we all be united to 
Thee\ 

5. In Thee, also, Blessed Jesus, dwelt all 
Truth, all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge. Not so in me. Ignorant, forgetful, 
foolish, may I never execute my office care- 
lessly, and without due preparation ; but, by 
repairing to Thee with prayer and meditation 
and study, may I be enabled to speak as I 
ought to speak, with a well-grounded confi- 
dence in Thy aid, and with the help of Thy 
grace. 

* crvyKfKpafiivoc "^9 frioTH toXq aKOvaaffi. Heb. iv. 2. 
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CATECHIZING. 

Luke ii. 46, 47* 

^' And it came to pass, that after three days they found 
him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, 
hoth hearing them, and asking them questions. And 
all that heard him were astonished at his understanding 
and answers." 

Jesus being catechized ^ ! What a thought 
for teachers and learners! Who shall de- 
spise, who neglect an exercise honoured by 
such a sanction as this ! 

Moreover, I observe that this was my Mas- 
ter's way of instructing His disciples. Thus 
He elicited St. Peter's grand confession ; and 
thus He instructed him in His divine nature '. 

* We could not press the word kirtpior&vra by itself, 
although inepwTijfia means an answer to a question, 1 Pet. 
iii. 21, because it is frequently used in the New Testa- 
ment without any such strict signification ; but the men- 
tion of Christ's answers, raic diroKpioeaiv ain-ov, ver. 47, 
justifies our giving it this sense in the passage here 
quoted. 
'^ Matt. xvi. 13 ; xvii. 25, 26. 
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Nor is there any method so effectual to 
attract and retain the attention of learners ; 
to exercise the mind and the heart ; to lead 
them forward as they are ready to advance ; 
and to fix the results in the souls of the 
hearers, as their own belief, elicited, corrected, 
formed, and fixed at last by expression. 
Moreover, it enables us to ascertain the state 
of knowledge and belief in those whom we 
catechize. And, besides, how strictly has the 
Church bound this duty upon me ^ ! 

What is there, then, which makes me so 
dull and so inefficient in this most necessary 
and useful act of my ministry! Is it not 
partly from not having meditated, and 
thought out for myself, the connexion of 
divine truths, and holy duties, one with an- 
other; how one springs forth from another, 
and is truly involved in it ? Is it not from 
the want of a holy tranquillity and collected- 
ness, as of one speaking before God, and for 
God ? Is it not from my need of true sym- 
pathy ? from failing to enter into the minds 

' Rubrics of the Catechism^ and Canon lix. 
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and feelings of my scholars, so as by love, to 
be at once in two persons, in my scholar, as 
well as myself ; asking and answering ; teach- 
ing and learning all the while i 

Whatever it is, O Blessed Jesus, which 
hinders Thy work, take it away. What is 
wanting supply. Give me a holy calmness, 
a holy thoughtfulness, a loving and watchful 
fellow-feeling and sympathy. Teach me to 
teach. Be Thou to me, and in me, the Mas- 
ter ; and may Thy humility and teachableness 
descend first upon me, and then upon those 
to whom Thou hast sent me. Amen. 
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PRIVATE EXPLANATION. 

Mark iv. 34. 

^^ But without a parable spake he not unto them : and 
when they were alone^ he expounded all thmgs to his 
disciples." 

I KNOW that there is much to be learned ; 
and only to be learned when alone with Thee, 
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Blessed Jesus, apart from the multitude. 
Thus only can I apply Thy words to myself, 
weigh them, make sure of them, lay them up 
in my heart and my mind. Alone with Thee, 
I have time to correct my mistakes ; to test 
my ideas, to carry on my attainments, what- 
soever they be. 

But if this special instruction is so needful 
to myself; if neither my ignorance, nor my 
coldness and indifference will yield to general 
teaching and exhortation, should I not do for 
Thy sheep, so far as I can^ what I beseech 
Thee, Thou Chief Shepherd, to do for 
myself? Should I not follow my sermons 
from the church into the house, and explain 
that which was misunderstood, and enforce 
that which was lightly regarded ? Should I 
not watch to supply by private intercourse 
the defects of my public teaching ? Have I 
not sworn "with all faithful diligence to 
banish and drive away all erroneous and 
strange doctrines contrary to God's word, 
and to use both public and private monitions 
and exhortations, as need^ shall require and 
occasion shall ofier T' 

Alas ! how many there are who are i^<v- 
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rant, not only of the rules of the Church and 
her holy order of devotion, of the meaning 
of her services, of the principles of worship, 
but of the very faith of the Gospel ! How 
many have forgotten, or never understood, 
the very Articles of the Creed, the first prin- 
ciples of the faith by which we are to be 
saved ! 

the ignorance of my flock ! the hard- 
ness, the dulness, the coldness, the wicked- 
ness resulting therefrom ! O my past neg- 
ligence, my present inconstancy, and want of 
persevering toil in instruction ! Have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Saviour ; upon Thy 
wandering sheep, and a thrice wandering 
pastor ! Lay not their sins to my charge ; 
but pardon the past, and make the future far 
other. Give me, Thou Teacher of teachers, 
fervent love and compassion for those who 
are ignorant of Thee and Thy truths; an 
unwearied watchfulness which will profit by 
every occasion; much patience, and gentle- 
ness, and genuine sympathy. Grant me 
never to count it a poor thing and a burden 
to instruct, one by one, those who cannot be 
instructed together ; to seek them out in 
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their leisure, to overcome their false shame 
by my love and humility, and to rejoice whilst 
instructing by little and little, even as Thou, 
Lord, teachest me ; never weary of my dul- 
ness, who in Thy sight am but as a child in 
heavenly truths ; nay, would that I were even 
a child — ^as humble, as docile. 

" Freely ye have received, freely give.'^ 
These are Thy words ; may they henceforth 
be my rule, my rule of gratitude and of love ; 
and may I ever remember, that whilst I leave 
others in darkness, I must also be dark; 
but, when I labour to enlighten them, I shall 
be enlightened by Thee, " in whom are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge." 

O Thou who didst bear with the mistakes of 
Thy apostles, and didst wash the feet of Thy 
creatures, grant me to blush and grieve at 
heart that ever I should think any good work 
unworthy of me. Nay, hast Thou not borne 
with my slowness and dulness, or what should 
I know ? Hast Thou not washed my feet ? 
or I should have no part in Thee, for ever. 
In the house, by the well, on the shore, in 
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the fields ; one *by one, as well as by thou- 
sands, Thou, Blessed Jesus, didst teach, and 
still dost teach. Teach me the value of one 
soul in Thy sight, the value of the least 
ray of Thy truth ; lest my one worthless soul 
should be lost, and my little ray of.light should 
be justly withdrawn. 
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INTERCESSION. 
Heb. TiL 25. 

^* Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him^ seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them." 

Who shall limit the efficacy of intercession ; 
since it is nothing else than calling for the 
boundless mercy of God, after the pattern of 
the great Intercessor ; copying His charity, 
and pleading His merits on behalf of those for 
whom He shed His own precious Blood ? By 
intercession, Sodom would have been spared, 
had it contained ten righteous men ; or perhaps 
even less, if Abraham had continued to plead. 
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By intercession, Moses saved Israel in the 
wilderness, again and again. Thy last night, 
Blessed Jesus, was spent in intercession '. 
Thou didst depart from the world in order to 
intercede ' ; and in departing, didst save Thy 
murderers by intercession. Having departed. 
Thou dost for ever intercede for us ; yea, for 
each one of us ; saving Simon by special inter- 
cession ' ; and pleading for Stephen, that he 
might have the glory of persevering unto the 
end, and of becoming the leader of Thy glo- 
rious army of martyrs ^. The Liturgy of the 
Church is an intercession, ordered by Thy 
blessed apostle ^. Thy prophet declares that 
intercession is our very office, " I have set 
watchmen upon thy walls, Jerusalem, 

' John xvii. • lb. xiv. 16 ; xvi. 7. 

> Luke xxii. 31, 32. 

' ''Sedet quasi Judex yivorum et mortuorum : stat quasi 
advocatus suorum. Stabat ergo quasi sacerdos, quando 
Patri hostiam boni martyris offerebat : stabat quasi bono 
luctatori bravium tanti prsesul certaminis redditurus." 
S. Amb. De Fid. lib. iii. cap. vii. Assistance, interest, 
and the permanence of the Divine Nature were also sup- 
posed by different Fathers to be signified by the position 
in which St. Stephen saw the Lord. 

» 1 Tun. ii. 1. 

I 2 
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which shall never hold their peace day nor 
night: ye that make mention of the Lord, 
keep not silence, and give Him no rest, till 
He establish, and till He make Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth \" 

How should I require to be exhorted to a 
duty which is my greatest privilege, refuge, and 
consolation? For when the Church is dis- 
tracted, what can I do but fly to Thee, and 
lay the sorrows of the Body before the Head ? 
When my flock is diseased, when schisms rend, 
scandals offend ; when religion freezes, but 
the world inflames; when my preaching is 
unheard, my rebukes offend, my plans fail, 
whither, whither can I fly but to Thee? 
What can I do but spread, like Hezekiah, 
my griefs before Thee, and entreat Thee to 
do what I cannot do, to remedy my failures, 
and to bless my weak labours? Nay, I can 

* Isa. Ixii. 6, 7* '* Ye that are the Lord's remem- 
brancers." Marginal Reading. This intercession and 
perpetual service the Church secures, saying, ^^And all 
Priests and Deacons are to say daily the Moniing and 
Evening Prayer either privately or openly, not being let," 
&c., t. e, they are to pray by all means ; their prayers at 
any rate are not to fail. 
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lay, and because I can, I ought to lay, not only 
all my sorrows in one before Thee, but each 
separately. This wandering sheep, and that, 

good Shepherd, I cannot recall, but Thou 
canst. I have spoken in vain, speak Thou. 

1 have called, pleaded, exhorted, and was 
unheard. O, Chief Shepherd of the sheep, I 
resign the case into Thine hands ; not flying 
from my responsibility, but acknowledging 
my helplessness ; not in anger, but in love; 
not in accusation, but in intercession; and 
since hereafter I must give an account with 
grief, if not with joy, let me fly to Thee, 
before it is too late, and place the sick in 
Thy Hands ere the diseases of their souls 
have become incurable. 

I plead for this man in his riches, for that 
in his poverty ; for this in his health, for that 
in his sickness ; this in his hardness, that in 
his penitence ; for this child which seems to 
have gone back, for this which appears to 
grow in grace; for this unstable one, this 
passionate one, this anxious one, this thought- 
less one, this communicant, this Christian 
who refuses even Thee ; this sinner, that he 

1 3 
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may break his bonds ; this old man, that he 
may turn to Thee, and omit nothing that is 
necessary to make his peace before he dies ; 
for each of these I plead. I would imitate 
Thee, Intercessor of men. Teach me to 
do for these, Thy sheep, that which Thou 
hast done for me. Plead, Gracious Saviour, 
more for me, than I do for them ; in order 
that I may have grace to intercede more and 
more earnestly for the people committed to 
my charge. Let Thy Intercession give both 
life and efficacy to mine ; and, as my prayers 
for others derive all their hope, all their 
power from Thine, so let them also seek to 
be more Uke Thine in charity and perse- 
verance. Thou great Intercessor, inter- 
cede, I beseech Thee, for me and mine, and 
in me and mine; and suffer me not to sin 
against the Lord by ceasing to pray for His 
souls. 

" And all who need Thy great mercy ; and 
those who love us, and those who hate; 
and those who have desired us unworthy to 
make mention of them in our prayers ; and 
all Thy people remember, O Lord, our God, 
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and upon all pour out Thy rich pity, to all 
performing their requests for salvation ; and 
those of whom I have not made mention, 
through ignorance, forgetfulness, or number 
of names, do Thou Thyself remember, O 

God 'r 
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BRINGING CHRISTIANS TO HOLY COMMUNION. 

John vi. 63 — 58. 

*^ Then Jesus said unto them^ Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth 
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life ; and 
I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 
and I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and 
I live by the Father : so he that eateth me, even he 
shall live by me. This is that bread which came down 
from heaven : not as your fathers did eat manna, and 
are dead : he that eateth of this bread shall live for 
ever." 

I OBSERVE that the holy company of the 
Apostles, in type of the whole Church, com- 

* Bp. Andrcwes. The Fourth Day. 
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municated at the first Eucharist; and that 
all the early Christians were communicants ^. 
And, O, my Manna, my Life, my only true 
Joy, can I now have any happiness greater 
than tliis, or equal to this! To sit down 
with my beloved people at Thy Table, and to 
feast with Thee in the purest love and de- 
light, in foretaste of the heavenly feast, 
which needs no renewal, but is continuous 
and eternal in Thy presence, which is the 
feast everlasting, what pleasure can I have to 
be compared with this i But contrasted in 
this, and in all other respects, with the minis- 
trations of the Chief Shepherd, and with 
those of the early pastors of the Church, what 
do mine now appear ' ? woe is me, that my 
people neglect the Sacrifice, though the wrath 
be hot against sin ; that they do not show 
forth that Death, which is the only ransom, 
instead of their own ; do not seek the Manna, 
though they be yet in the wilderness ; nor the 
medicine, though they be sick! Woe is me 

• Acts ii 42. 1 Cor. x. 17. 

' *' And note that every Parishioner shall communicate 
at leHBt three times in the year." Rubric. 
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that the Bread of Life, the Flesh, which is 
meat indeed, the antidote of death, and salve 
of immortality ; the Blood which is shed for 
remission of sins, the Body which unites all 
Christians in one in Itself; That by which 
Christ would fain dwell in them, they dwell- 
ing in Him ; That, without which they have no 
life, but by which they have Him who is Life — 
this purifying, sustaining, immortalizing, glo- 
rifying, inefi&ble gift ; this gift, which is no- 
thing less than the Giver ; nothing less than 
Thyself, adorable Saviour, with all Thy 
merits, and all Thy eflScacy, and all Thy in- 
describable happiness — this Heaven on earth 
is coldly refused, and passed by, as men pass 
that which they despise or dislike ! 

Terrible is the disease; terrible also the 
risk. Awful the neglect, and awful the con- 
sequence ; fearful in its cause, and fearful too 
in effect. 

O woe is me I woe is me ! I cannot disen- 
gage myself from ray flock, if I would; my 
sins are too often theirs, and theirs mine. O 
help me, Thou who didst institute Thy Sa- 
crament, Thou who art the substance of the 
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Sacrament, to bring those, for whom Thou 
didst shed Thy precious blood, to Thee in 
Thy Sacrament. May I, and all the com- 
municants of my flock, so shine before men 
that they may search out the secret of our 
life, and find that it is Thou. 

May I never cease to prepare the unfit ; to 
exhort the unwilling; to inform the igno- 
rant ; to encourage the timid ; to instruct the 
scrupulous ; to watch for opportunities, when 
the heart is soft through chastisements or 
deliverances; to know when to speak, and 
when to wait in silence and hope ; to speak 
by the power of Thy Spirit, and to be 
silent with prayer. May I labour in the 
work with patience and sweetness ; not driv- 
ing, but guiding; persuading and winning; 
drawing men by an evident power of love to 
Thee who art love, and who waitest in Thy 
Sacrament of love, to bestow the fruits of Thy 
love on the children of Thy love, and to fill 
them with love toward God and toward man. 
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PREPARATION OF THOSE ABOUT TO COM- 
MUNICATE. 

John xiii. 3 — 10. 

'* Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to 
God ; he riseth from supper, and laid aside his gar- 
ments ; and took a towel, and girded himself. After 
that he poureth water into a hason, and began to wash 
the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith he was girded. Then cometh he to Simon 
Peter : and Peter saith unto him. Lord, dost thou wash 
my feet ! Jesus answered and said unto him, What I 
do thou knowest not now ; but thou shalt know here- 
after. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash 
my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou 
hast no part with me. Simon Peter saith unto him. 
Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my 
head. Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth 
not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit : and 
ye are clean, but not all." 

As Christ our Passover was feebly foreshown 
by the Paschal Lamb, so the Gospel feast 
succeeded that of the law, fulfilling, and over- 
fulfilling its type. Surely then the prepara- 
tion for it should also exceed that for the 
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Passover, and the leaven of evil should be 
more utterly cast out. I observe in the 
sacred history care taken by my Lord, in 
order both that the first feast and the second 
should be duly and solemnly held. Two of 
the disciples are sent forward to prepare what 
is needful ; St. Peter and St. John, that is 
holy action and holy contemplation ^. These 
ask for the room, which is a figure of the 
heart, and in this they make ready. But 
chiefly. Blessed Jesus, are Thy holiness. Thy 
knowledge, Thy care. Thy humility. Thy con- 
descension, Thy love, manifested in Thy mar- 
vellous preparation of Thy disciples them- 
selves for Thy yet more marvellous feast '. I 
behold, indeed, herein the whole mystery of 
the Incarnation in which Thou didst lay aside 
the robe of Thy Divine glory; didst take 
upon Thee the form of a servant ; didst Thy- 
self wash us from our sins; didst resume 

8 Theophylact, Cat. Aur. 

^ It is here assumed that the washing of the feet fol- 
lowed the Passoyer, and preceded the Institution of the 
Eucharist. There are, however, different views on the 
subject, and the harmony of the events is very hard to 
discover. 
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Thy garments ; and didst sit down for ever 
in Heaven with Thy holy ones * : but I also 
see Thee washing the feet of those already 
cleansed. It is Thine own word, both that 
the baptized have no need of a second bap- 
tism ; and that they require purification from 
the sins of infirmity, which they daily contract 
in their pilgrimage through the world ^. This 
purification Thou providest for us above, and 
teachest us how to obtain here on earth. But 
specially Thou seemest anxious that they 

» S. Aug. Tr. Iv. § 7, in Johan. Ev. 

^ '^ He that is washed [with an abiding washing, XeXov- 
fiivocl needeth not but to wash his feet " [with a washing 
which may be repeated, vixj/aoOai'], TertuUian applies 
\i\ovfi6voQ to Baptism. De Baptismo, cap. xii. '* Homo 
in sancto quidem Baptismo totus abluitiir, iion praeter 
pedes, sed totus omnino : verum tamen cum in rebus 
humanis postea vivitur utique terra calcatur." S. Aug. Tr. 
Ivi. § 4. S. Aug. applies the washing to constant interces- 
sion on Christ's part, and constant use of the Lord's 
prayer on ours. '* Christ sent two of His disciples before 
to make ready the upper room, where He would keep His 
maundy with His apostles ; our faith and repentance, as 
two messengers, must prepare beforehand the upper rooms 
of our souls. 

** Christ washes His disciples' feet, before He did eat with 
them, or they with Him." Sutton's Meditations, cap. xv. 
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should first obtain it who were presently 
about to receive Thy Sacred Body and Blood. 

Grant me, then, I beseech Thee, Blessed 
Jesus, not to approach Thine altar careless 
and unprepared; not formally and hastily; 
not with unwashed feet, lest I sin against 
Thee and my own soul, and therein against 
my flock. For if I wound myself I wound 
them. My coldness will soon be theirs; 
my deadness to spiritual things, my not 
perceiving Thee in Thy Sacrament, my 
earthly-mindedness, consequent on careless 
and unready communions, will not rest with 
me, but will go on to those of whose souls I 
must give an account, as well as my own. 

O most merciful, most loving Jesus, grant 
me never to cease watching for the souls 
of those whom Thou invitest to Thy feast, 
and who desire to embrace Thy blessed invi- 
tation ; never to cease labouring, that none 
may approach Thee uncleansed, and that by 
diligent preparation they may discover their 
sins of infirmity, and by repentance and 
prayer purge them away before they commu- 
nicate. Happy will they be, and happy shall 
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I be, if only sins of infirmity be found on 
them, through this constant watchfulness 
and unceasing attention. O teach me to 
stoop, which indeed is no stooping, to the 
weakness of the weakest, and to count nothing 
beneath me ; that Thou also mayest wash my 
feet, and make me less and less unworthy to 
*' preach the gospel of peace and bring glad 
tidings of good things"' to Thy chosen. 
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JESUS ABSOLVING SINNERS. 

John XX. 22, 23. 

** And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and 
saith unto them. Receive ye the Holy Ghost : Whose 
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; and 
whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained." 

Three times, my Shepherd, my Priest, and 
my King, didst Thou commit the power of 
absolving to Thy Church ; to St. Peter first, 
in token of unity, and twice to the Twelve, in 

* Origen, Cat. Ed. Cramer. 

k2 
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token of diffusion*. Surely it was no light 
gift which was thus bestowed ; which, as Son 
of Man, Thou hast earned by Thy Passion, 
and possessest by Thy Victory ^ 

And 0, with what mercy and power didst 
Thou exercise this saving grace upon earth, 
when Thou didst send away Mary Magdalene 
filled with the peace of pardon, and didst ab- 
solve the paralytic man before he was healed 
in the body. I know Thy absolution is very 
^iifferent from mine, and yet mine is the ad- 
ministration of Thine. Thine indeed was 
purchased by Thy sufferings, is effected by 
Thy Spirit, and is bestowed in Thine own 
name •. Thine is no erring key. After Thy 
opening there is no shutting : nor after Thy 
shutting remains any other opening. Thou 
art harsh to none; still less dost Thou ex- 
clude any who are meet for Thy mercy ; nor 
dost Thou ever pardon the insincere. 

* The Commission in the text is addressed to all of the 
twelve who were present. One was absent. One had 
fallen, and was gone to his own place. 

^ [sa. xxii. 22. Rev. i. 18 ; iii. 7> 

^ Luke y. 20 ; vii. 48. 
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My office is to administer Thy grace ; to 
act in Thy name ^. I am nothing, less than 
nothing. I can but loose the bands of those 
whom Thou hast raised from death '. I err 
in judgment': I am wanting both in holy 
mercy and in holy strictness. I need to have 
my own sins absolved continually, and my 
sacred office is my continual reproach and 

' See the forms of Absolution used by our Church. 

B ^ Ipse quidem voce de sepulchre suscitavit, Ipse da- 
mando animam reddidit ... fit hoc in corde poenitentis : 
cum audis hominem poenitere peccatorum suorum, jam re- 
yixit : cum audis hominem confitendo proferre conscien- 
tiam, jam de sepulchre eductus est, sed nondum solutus 
est. Quando solvitur I A quibus solvitur ? Qute solve- 
ritis, inquit, &c." S. Aug. Serm. ii. in Ps. ci. § 3, and in 
other places to the same effect. 

^ The objection that the Apostles knew the hearts of 
those whom they absolved has no foundation. St. Paul 
does not seem to have known the character of Demas ; 
and St. Philip baptized Simon Magus for the remission 
of sin. If St John knew those of whom he says, *' they 
were not of us,*' before '' they went out," he does not seem 
to have acted upon his knowledge. Bishops might hesitate 
quite as much to ordain and confirm, and priests to ad- 
minister the Eucharist) as to absolve, if such knowledge 
were requisite ; but there is not a shadow of proof that it 
ever existed in the Church, and much which implies the 
contrary supposition. 
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abasement Yet it is Thy pardon which is 
conveyed from Thee through me to Thy peni- 
tents, however unworthy Thy instrument. 
Thou hast commissioned me by Thy Church; 
and penitents like Mary, may hear through 
me Thy pardoning voice. 

Freely I have received, let me then freely 
give ; yet with due caution and great rever- 
ence. Let not thy pearls be trodden under 
foot through me. Preserve me both from 
laxity and from severity. Give me of Thy 
sweetness, that none may fear to draw near 
and open their grief; and of Thy wisdom 
such measure as may suffice for the discharge 
of my ministry. O Saviour of sinners, grant 
to all penitents who come to Thee through 
me, the sorrow, the love, the humility of 
Mary Magdalene ; her holy perseverance, 
her boldness in Thy service, her intense de- 
votion. Keep me from vain curiosity, and 
from evil thoughts ; from haste and careless- 
ness; from roughness and foolish kindness 
or timidity. Speak by me, and work through 
me, worthless vessel, senseless tool, as I am. 
O let me nevei\ never be without Thee, when 
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I seek to act in Thy Name ; and at the last 
day may I, having been put down from my un- 
deserved height, and craving absolution from 
Thee for myself, hear Thy pardoning words, 
Thou that shuttest, and no man openeth; 
and openest, and no man shutteth. Say in 
that day, I beseech Thee, " Go in peace ; 
■•^^s^hy sins are forgiven thee;'' nay, say not 
fc. " Go,'' — may I never go, Blessed Jesus, from 
Thee ; but may I rather hear " Come, blessed 
child of My Father, inherit the Kingdom." 
Amen. 
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JESUS CELEBRATING TilE EUCHARIST. 

Matt. xxvi. 26—28. 

^ And as they were eating, Jesus took bread and blessed 
it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said. 
Take, eat ; this is my body. And he took the cup, and 
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all 
of it ; for this is my blood of the new testament, which 
is shed for mauy for the remission of sins." 

As the sacramental action consists in doing 
what Thou didst^ O Thou one, Thou true^ 
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eternal, perfect. High Priest and Intercessor, 
sorely also the mind and spirit in which Thou 
didst speak and act is an example to Thy 
Priesthqod ' ; and how idiall we dare to imi- 
tate the ontward action without seeking to 
conform ourselves also to the inward ? 

But, alas ! how am I to follow Thy deyo- 
tion and to imitate Thy love! How am I, 
like Thee, to be lost to every thought and 
feeling but those which belong to this most 
awful and most blessed action? How shall I 
yenture even to picture Thee to myself; and 
to hear and see Thee as at the institution of 
this Sacrament! Surely I should do this 
only that I may be humbled more deeply, and 
may tread hereafter more carefully at Thine 

* ^ Si in sacrificio quod Chrisius obtoIerH, non nisi 
Christos seqnendiis est : otique id nos obaodire ei &cere 
oportet, quod Christos fedt, et quod faaendmn esse man- 
darit . . . Nam si Jesus Christos, Dominoset Deos Noster, 
ipse est sommos saeerdos Dei Patris, et saerifidom Patri 
se ipsom primos obtolit, et hoe fieri in soi commemora- 
tionem prscepit : otiqoe ille saeerdos viee Christi Tere 
fongitur, qui id quod Christos fecit imitator : et sacrifi- 
eiom Temm et plenum tone offert in Ecdeda Deo Patri, 
si sic incipiat offerre seenndom qood ipsom Christom 
ridaU odtaliase." Cjp. Ep. ad Cseiliom. 
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altar. Surely that, being so humbled, I may 
be lifted up to some little height of holy de- 
votion and religious joy ; that I may perceive 
the Holy of Holies, when I pass through 
the veil, that when Heaven and earth become 
one, and Thou the Lamb art standing as 
slain ^ in the midst of the throne, I may sing 
in spirit with angels and saints, " Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain.'*^ 

I behold Thee then the true Melchizedek, 
the Melchizedek for ever, with the bread and 
wine prepared for the sacrifice and the feast. 
I hear Thee bless and consecrate the gifts. 
I behold Thee dispense them to Thy people. 

But there was far more at that holy rite 
than met the eyes of Thine Apostles. It 
was Thyself which Thou gavest, saying, 
*' This is my body ;" Thyself, therefore, who 
in the same mystery wast presented to the 
Father, as our sacrifice '. Thou didst plead 

« Rev. V. 6. 

' ** Ferebatur manibus suis." S. Aug. Enarr. i. in Ps. 
xxxiii. § 10. It is too often argued that Clirist only spoke 
figuratively because He was present in His living body 
when He said **This is my Body." Here, however, is a 
writer of unrivalled depth and acutencss accepting this 
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the one great sacrifice to come, the bloody 
sacrifice so soon to be offered on the Gross, 
never to be repeated, but for ever saving, 
Thyself the Priest, Thyself the Sacrifice. 
O with what obedience toward God, and with 
what unspeakable love towards man didst 
Thou thus offer Thyself in the Upper room, 
as well as on the Gross ! Thou didst offer 
to do and suffer all that God^s glory, all that 
our salvation could require. That which was 
future was made present, as is now that which 
is past. 

Is it true that Thy first Sacrament is 
ours, and ours is that ? Do I tread in Thy 
steps, and as a visible Priest act for Thee, 

assumed impossibility, nay, courting it by this bold un- 
qualified statement. Now there is abundance of evidence 
that St. Augustine did not hold a figurative sense, and still 
more that he did not believe Christ to have two bodies. Such 
a statement therefore from him shows that he believed in 
a real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the Eucha- 
rist, in a manner alike superior to any physical or philoso- 
phical objections, and independent of any aid or defence 
supposed to be given to it by the doctrine of Transubstan- 
tiation, which, indeed, is nothing else than an attempt by 
one philosophical theory to meet the assaults of another. 
See Catech. Trident. Part II. cap. iv. § 31. 
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the invisible? Am I Thy representative? 
Dost Thou speak by me and act by me ? Is 
it Thou who dost bless! Thou who dost 
offer? and Thou who art offered * ? 

* ** Etsi nunc Christus non videtur offerre, tamen ipse 
offertur in terris, quando Christi corpus offertur. Immo 
ipse offerre manifestatur in nobis, cujus sermo sanctificat 
sacrificium quod offertur." S. Amb. in Ps. xxxviii. In 
this passage and again, De Off. lib. i. cap. xlviii., he calls 
the legal sacrifices, umbra ; the Christian, imago ; that 
for ever offered in Heaven, Veritas. 

'^The priesthood is exercised indeed upon earth, but 
has the order of heavenly things, and that very meetly ; 
for not man, nor angel, nor archangel, nor any other 
created power, nor the Paraclete Himself has set in order 
this office, and has persuaded those yet remaining in the 
flesh to represent the ministration of angels. Wherefore 
he who is consecrated ought to be as pure as if he stood in 
the Heavens amongst those powers . . . For when thou 
seest the Lord sacrificed and lying, and the priest standing 
over the sacrifice and praying, and all men purpled with 
that precious blood, thinkest thou that thou standest any 
longer among men and upon earth, and art not straight* 
way transported to the Heavens ; and having cast out 
every carnal thought of the soul beholdest the things in 
the Heavens with the eye naked and the soul pure 1" S. 
Chrys. De Sacerd. lib. iii. cap. iv. 

'' But when he invokes also the Holy Spirit, and per- 
forms the most fearful sacrifice, and constantly touches 
the CQmmon Lord of all, tell me where we shall place him ! 
And how much purity, and how much reverence shall we 
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What do I, a sinner of unclean lips, speak- 
ing Thy words, and pleading Thee before the 
Father in Heaven? What do I, a sinner 
of unclean hands, holding Thy Body and 
Blood ? I indeed need " to ofiTer up sacrifice 
first for my own sins, and then for the 
people*'s,'' but Thou art holy, harmless, unde- 
filed, and separate from sinners. Alas ! how 
different an agent am I in the same work ! Yet 
O the honour, the happiness, of offering such 
a sacrifice, of pleading so effectual an inter- 
cession for all for whom we should pray, and 
specially for my own dear flock, my wander- 
ing sheep, and those happy ones who stray 
not from Thy pastures ! the honour and 
happiness of leading the earthly choir to join 
in the celestial adoration and hymn ! O 
the honour and happiness of dispensing the 
feast, which is still the same; still Jesus, 
Priest, Sacrifice, and Feast; Jesus every 

demand of him ! For consider what manner of hands 
those must be which minister these things, what kind 
of tongue that which utters those words, and purer and 
holier tlian what the soul which is about to receive so 
great a Spirit V lb. lib. vi. cap. iv. 
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where and in all, unseen but present. Im- 
measurable, incomprehensible, to such as I 
am, is the joy and the love which Thou didst 
feel when Thou didst first impart Thyself 
to Thy disciples, knowing the solace, the 
strength, the holiness which they would re- 
ceive. Give me, I beseech Thee, somewhat 
of this love and this joy, when I see my 
dear disciples, Thine and yet mine, mine to 
bring more and more near to Thee, and to 
keep always with Thee, — when I see them ap- 
proaching to Thy Table, and partaking of 
Thee. 

" How should I dare to offer Thee this 
sacrifice, if I had not first offered myself a 
sacrifice to Thee, my God. May I never 
offer the prayers of the faithful with polluted 
lips, nor distribute the bread of life with 
unclean hands '.^^ 

' Bp. Wilson, Sac. Priv., Sunday Med. 
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MEDITATION XXI. 

CARE OF CHILDREN*. 
Mark x. 13—16. 

'' And they brought young children to him, that he should 
touch them : and his disciples rebuked those that brought 
them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, 
and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not : for of such is the king- 
dom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall 
not enter therein. And he took them up in his arms, 
put his hands upon them, and blessed them." 

As surely as a childlike mind is the condition 
of entering into the Kingdom of Heaven, so 
is the love of children a mark of its citizens, 
and especially of those who bear rule amongst 
them in the name of the King. Evil brother 
must he be, who regards not the younger 
children of the family into which he has been 
adopted by grace. Evil shepherd must he 

^ This Meditation, although it might well have come 
before that on Catechizing, showing the zeal which ought 
to be shown in bringing infants to Baptism, and children to 
Confirmation, has, notwithstanding, been kept back to this 
place to illustrate Christ's treatment of different classes of 
perBona. 
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be, who cares not for the Lambs which the 
Chief Shepherd carries in His own bosom ^. 
How shall I ever hope to see the face of God 
which the Angels of His children ever be- 
hold, if I watch not with love over them as 
those Angels do ? How shall I be a son, if 
I am not a brother i If I feed not the lambs 
which were the care of my Lord when He left 
the world, how shall I face Him when He 
returns ' ? Yet I sadly confess that, so far 
from imitating Christ and His angels, and 
from reverencing the simplicity, and the faith, 
the dociUty and love of little children, I 
have been too often careless and neglect- 
ful of them, and too often impatient with 
them, as though they were not worthy of 
my labours. Fool that I was, to despise 
their innocent vanities, forgetting my guilty 
follies ; to lose sight of my culpable ignorance 
in their natural simplicity and uninstructed- 
ness. Surely I condemned myself as often 
as I was impatient with them ; and rendered 
myself unworthy of the patient forbearance of 
the Enlightening Comforter. God grant that 

' Isa. xl. 11. * John xxi. 15. 

l2 
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I may never again thus excite the anger of 
Jesus, and render Him much displeased with a 
shepherd so unlike to His Pattern ; for how do 
I behold Thee, my Saviour, Thee, whose power 
and knowledge embrace all creation above 
and below, containing all things, but compre- 
hended by none ? I see Thee an Infant Thy- 
self; making '^infants to glorify Thee by 
their deaths ;^^ out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings ordaining strength, when en- 
tering Jerusalem on the foal of an ass ; and 
not only this, but taking children into Thine 
own arms, laying Thy hands on them and 
blessing them. 

O Blessed Jesus, give me a portion of Thy 
humility, a portion of Thy love. Give me of 
Thy true and wise judgment, to see things 
as they are ; not obscured by human pride, 
but as they appear in Thy sight ; and hence 
to prize what Thou prizest, to honour what 
Thou honourest, love what Thou lovest ; and 
to have a place in that Kingdom into which 
children enter, and which children are*. 

' ^' Of such is the kingdom of heaven." St Matthew, 
St. Mark, and St. Luke. 
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be, who cares not for the Lambs which the 
Chief Shepherd carries in His own bosom '. 
How shall I ever hope to see the face of God 
which the Angels of His children ever be- 
hold, if I watch not with love over them as 
those Angels do ? How shall I be a son, if 
I am not a brother i If I feed not the lambs 
which were the care of my Lord when He left 
the world, how shall I face Him when He 
returns ' ? Yet I sadly confess that, so far 
from imitating Christ and His angels, and 
from reverencing the simplicity, and the faith, 
the docility and love of little children, I 
have been too often careless and neglect- 
ful of them, and too often impatient with 
them, as though they were not worthy of 
my labours. Fool that I was, to despise 
their innocent vanities, forgetting my guilty 
follies ; to lose sight of my culpable ignorance 
in their natural simplicity and uninstructed- 
ness. Surely I condemned myself as often 
as I was impatient with them ; and rendered 
myself unworthy of the patient forbearance of 
the Enlightening Comforter, God grant that 

' Isa. xl. ] 1. > John xxi. 15. 

l2 
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The paralyzed were His care. Often and 
often He must have been weary with inces- 
sant acts of mercy to the sick ; but His 
weariness never held His Hand, nor deadened 
His feelings. " When the even was come," 
^^ when the sun was setting," at the close of 
a long day of work, '^ all they that had any 
sick with divers diseases, brought them unto 
Him ; and He laid His Hands on every one 
of them, and healed them \" 

Shall I, then, be cold and indifferent i put 
off the visitation of the sick I defer offering 
the prayers of the Church to God, that He 
would be pleased to healt he sick in body, or 
restore the diseased in soul? Shall I by my 
neglect keep Christ away from His suffering 
ones, Who would fain come to them, by my 
unworthy ministrations ! God forbid. 

O precious times of sickness and affliction 
in which Christ takes the soul ' aside ^,^ and 
pleads with it in the wilderness * ! When 
the world is against a man, then would the 
Saviour find him out, make Himself known 

1 Matt. viii. 14. 16. Luke iv. 40. 
^ Mark vii. 33. ^ Ezek. xx. 35, 36. 
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to him, and give to him a peace which the 
world camiot give *. 

For then the heart is tender, pride is hum- 
bled, the love of the world diminished, earthly 
hopes darkened ; memories of sin, memories 
of mercies, of broken resolutions, of better 
days, come forth from the chambers of the 
soul, after long years of darkness and neglect. 
Then advice may be given, nay, severe rebuke, 
and not be scorned, nor even offend : then may 
desire of forgiveness be awakened, and hopes 
of it held out ; then, at last, a better world may 
become an object of desire, — a tearless, pain- 
less, sinless life, — which was despised so long 
as the sinner had his earthly mind, and this 
world was enjoyed. 

Golden moments, moments more precious 
than the finest gold! Priceless moments^ 
which, if lost, may never return ! 

If it is guilt and extreme peril in the 
sinner to neglect these calls of God, what must 
it not be in me to neglect interpreting them 
to those to whom He thus speaks l Alas ! 

* John ix. 35. 
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if through my supineness the darkness should 
again return upon that half-enlightened soul, 
the coldness upon that thawing heart, vainly 
shall I speak hereafter to the poor sinner, 
and vainly shall I cry for myself '' Deliver me 
from bloodguiltiness, O God ;^' for He will 
not be the God of my salvation, if I cared 
not for the salvation of others. 

O watchful, long-suflFering, unwearied Sa- 
viour, full of tender mercies, and of loving 
yearnings, give me somewhat of Thy Spirit. 
Urge me to hasten. Go with me. Go in 
me. Comfort Thy afflicted ; heal Thy sick ; 
restore Thy wanderers by me ; and save me 
and them that hear me together '. 

« 1 Tim. iv. 16. 
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MEDITATION XXIII. 

THE HEALING OF SCHISM. 

John XTii. 20—22. 

*^ Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which 
shall believe on me through tiieir word ; that they all 
may be one ; as then. Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us : that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which 
thou gavest me I have given them ; that they may be 
one, even as we are one." 

Here I see the reason why Schism is so sin- 
ful and so dangerous. Not only is it a work 
of the flesh, meriting in itself, if wilful, the 
loss of the soul'; and reducing all seeming 
good works to nothingness ' ; not only does 
it rend the seamless robe of the Redeemer, 
despoiling Him of His honour ; not only is it 
contrary to God, who is love, and to Heaven, 
which is love ; but it destroys the testimony 
of the Church to the mission of Christ ; and 
denies the very unity of God. With one 

• GaL V. 20. 

' 1 Cor. xiii. Hence the ancient Church held that the 
martyrdom of schismatics profited them nothing. 
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mind and one mouth, we are to "glorify 
God,'' that the world may believe that God 
sent His Son to save it ^ and that the love 
of God to man may be proved by the love of 
His people one to another. Nay more, the 
unity of the Godhead is the type and source 
of all Christianity. Is Christ divided! If 
Christians are divided, so may He be. If 
there are diverse bodies, then diverse heads. 
If contrarient societies, contrarient principles, 
contrarient authors of those principles. Schism 
is a practical denial of the unity of God. 

Is this fearful truth to make me hot and 
bitter against Dissenters! Nay, it should 
rather make me yearn for their conversion. 
I must, indeed, keep far from that specious 
and false liberality which says, " All creeds 
are alike, all bodies are alike.'' Far be this 
from one who is the baptized minister of 
men baptized into one Body. Far be this 
from me, pledged "to seek for Christ's sheep 
that are scattered abroad," and to bring all 
that are committed to me to " agreement in 

> John xvii. 21, 22. 
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the faith and knowledge of God, so that there 
be no place left for error in religion.'^ 

Yet let it make me watch carefully, lest there 
should be in me the root of schism, — pride, and 
anger, self-confidence, and self-love. Let me 
take good heed that there be nothing in me 
to alienate ; but that there be every thing to 
attract the wanderers to their lost centre of 
love and peace. Let me never cease to pray, 
that all may be one, as the Father and the 
Son are one ; that this cold estrangement, or 
bitter enmity between East and West, between 
Christian Churches, fellow-countrymen, fel- 
low-parishioners, may cease soon and for ever ; 
that all may be one again, with love, in one 
body, the Church, under One Head, in One 
Christ, who is eternally One with the Father 
in the Unity of the Holy Ghost. 

when shall come that blessed yearning, 
that hastening together, that embracing, and 
reunion, of Churches and men long severed, 
bui once more to be knit together in faith 
and in love ! when wilt Thou restore us. 
Blessed Jesus, as at the first I O when shall 
we renounce our own evil, and recognize the 
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good of our neighbour? When shall we love 
men, and Thee, God Triune, better than our 
prejudices, better than self-esteem? O for 
this glorious, this ecstatic consummation, let 
me long, and pray, and labour, and weep, and 
watch ! O for this, not for promotion, nor 
comfort, nor any earthly good, let me pant 
and look forwards ! May Thy Household 
the Church, be that household which is dearer 
to me than my own ; its ills my chief sorrow ; 
its welfare my great desire ! 

" Gracious Father, I humbly beseech Thee 
for the Holy Catholic Church : fill it with all 
truth, and in all truth with all peace. Where 
it is corrupt purge it ; where it is in error 
direct it ; where it is superstitious rectify it ; 
where any thing is amiss reform it ; where it 
is in want furnish it ; where it is divided and 
rent asunder, make up the breaches of it; 
O Thou Holy One of Israel. Amen.*" Abp. 
Laud. 

" O God the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, our only Saviour, the Prince of Peace; 
give us grace seriously to lay to heart the 
great dangers we are in by our unhappy divi- 
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sions: take away all hatred and prejudice, 
and whatsoever else may hinder us from godly 
Union and Concord: that, as there is but 
one Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope of 
our Galling ; one Lord, one Faith, one Bap- 
tism, one God and Father of us all, so we 
may be henceforth all of one Heart, and of 
one Soul, united in one holy Bond of Truth 
and Peace, of Faith and Charity ; and may 
with one mind and one mouth glorify Thee, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.^ 
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TREATMENT OF THE WORLDLY. 

Matt. y. 13, 14. 

^ Ye are the salt of the earth : but if the salt have lost 
his savour, wherewith shall it be salted ! it is thence- 
forth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under the foot of men. Ye are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid." 

It would seem that Jesus did not decline the 
hospitality and society of the worldly great, 
and yet He never allowed His mission to fall 
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into abeyance, nor suffered the customs of 
the world to hinder Him from saying and 
doing whatever His ministry required. Thus, 
at a feast, He rebuked the banqueters * ; ad- 
mitted the tears and kisses of the Magda- 
lene, and reproved the host when He was 
scandalized \ 

I know that the customs of one age and 
country differ from those of another, and 
that the same actions which were possible 
then may not be possible now. I know that 
public reproof, in order not to do harm in- 
stead of good, requires the greatest judg- 
ment : but surely, if Christ attending feasts 

• Luke xiv. 7. 

^ Luke vii. 3&— 48. On ver. 40, Qnesnel remarks, ^'How 
lovely is this gentleness of Christ ! how excellent a pattern 
have we in Him to imitate, when we would correct or in- 
struct any one. Courteousness is so far from heing contrary 
to holiness, that it is an effect of it. We do not become 
barbarians in becoming Christians. We must learn to re- 
concile fidelity in the performance of our duty with that 
civility and obliging carriage which we owe our neigh- 
bour. We cannot possibly better requite hospitality, nor 
acknowledge our obligations to our neighbour in a better 
manner than by giving him the wholesome advice whereof 
he stands in need, and assisting him in the attainment of 
salvation." 
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at all, teaches us that we may do the same 
without reproach, His conduct at feasts 
must also be very instructive. Surely I must 
learn never to forget my calling, nor cease 
to be a prophet ; to retain my comnosure, my 
seriousness, and the dignity of my office ; to 
be on the watch to do good, as I can ; and when 
I am thus purposed, I will rely on Thee, my 
Master, to guide me in my ignorance; to 
strengthen my weakness ; to enable me to do 
and say what I ought to do, or to say, so 
that I may be a savour of life unto life, and 
shine by Thee and for Thee. 
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TEEATMENT OF PENITENTS. 

John vi. 37, 38. 44. 

" All that the Father giveth me shall come to me ; and 
him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. For 
I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me ... No man can come 
to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw 
him : and I will raise him up at the last day.'' 

It is not mine to prefer one man to another ; 
to encourage one penitent and be cold to an- 

M 2 
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other, if I would copy Him by whom alone I 
have any power to act. He received all who 
came to Him, as coining from His Father, 
not regarding the past, but only the present ; 
not looking at their former sins, but their 
present repentance ; not their wretched for- 
saking of God, but their happy returning. 

Let all prejudices be put aside, all likes 
and dislikes ; and let me regard the needs of 
a poor soul, as its claim upon me ; and the 
working of God in that soul as the guide of 
my conduct in treating it. I must not be 
afraid of the contact, nor the ill reputation, 
nor the ignorance, nor the slowness of the 
penitent, nor be deterred by any previous 
isappointment. " How low ought that per- 
son to stoop in order to set forward the sal- 
vation of souls, who acts in the name of a 
God who came down from Heaven ^.'' 

Who could be more unworthy than the 
prodigal son t Who could be of worse fame 
than the Magdalene t Yet were neither re- 
jected. Bejected! — not even reproached! 

' QueBuel on John vi. 38. 
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Judging themselves, they were not judged by 
Ghrist. The Magdalene heard nothing but 
" Thy sins are forgiven," " Go in peace f ' 
the Prodigal received nothing but embraces 
and pledges of love ; Zacchseus heard, '' This 
day is salvation come,^^ '' He also is a son of 
Abraham.'*^ 

I know, indeed, that these penitents proved 
their repentance; not only mourned their 
guilt, but acknowledged it ; not only acknow- 
ledged their sin, but forsook it. Contrition, 
confession, satisfaction, were manifest in 
them ^ ; and, it is my duty to see that repent- 
ance be real, not self-deceiving, not sighs and 
professions alone; but if humiliation and 
amendment, and, if need be, restitution ^, are 
found, then let me most gladly speak peace, 
rejoicing over the lost sheep that is found. 

Let me never repel by hardness or cold- 
ness ; but, Blessed Jesus, give me a little 
portion of that unspeakable sweetness and 
gentleness, that most wmning tenderness of 

• See Hooker's Eccl. Polity, bk. vi. chap. iv. v. 

* See Bp. Beveridge's Sermon, " The Nature and Ne- 
cessity of Restitution," vol. iii. 207. A. C. Lib. 

m3 
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compassion and love, which unsealed the 
fountains of sorrow in the penitent woman, 
and made her eyes rivers of waters ; which 
gave Zacchseus the heart to restore, over 
and over again, what he was bound to have 
done ; which brought Peter to himself by a 
look ; and which wrested the penitent thief 
out of the claws of the lion, and drew him out 
of hell into paradise'. Draw me. Blessed 
Jesus, that I may draw others ; receive me, 
that I may receive ; have pity, that I may 
have pity; and patience, that I may have 

* How can any persons prefer forcing an inaccuracy on 
St. Matthew and St. Mark, to reconciling them with St. 
Luke by considering the thief to have been converted 
during his sufferings ! Is not repentance the very effect 
of affliction under the Cross ! Is not the one thief an 
example of suffering sanctified, and the other of afflic- 
tion resisted, and tending only to hardness! Was it 
strange that the sight of Jesus on the Cross should con- 
vert I Was it strange that God should make the hour of 
Satan's seeming triumph that of his greatest defeat, and 
the time of Christ's seeming weakness the time of His 
strength! And putting aside all such reasoning, is it 
possible that St. Matthew should never have heard, sup- 
posing him for argument's sake not inspired, is it possible 
that he should not have been accurately informed of what 
really passed at that most momentous of times ! 
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patience; and by loving me, teach me to 
love. 



MEDITATION XXVI. 

CARE OF 60D''s HOCJSE. 

John u. 14—17. Matt xxi. 12, 13. 

^ Jesus found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep 
and doves, and the changers of money sitting : and 
when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; 
and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the 
tables; and said unto them that sold doves. Take 
these things hence ; make not my Father's house an 
house of merchandise. And his disciples remembered 
that it was written. The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up." 

** And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out 
all them that sold and bought in the temple, and over- 
threw the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats 
of them that sold doves, and said unto them. It is 
written, My house shall be called the house of prayer ; 
but ye have made it a den of thieves." 

Not being of the tribe of Levi, Christ had no 
part in the care of the sanctuary, and in the 
preservation of the beauty of holiness. In- 
deed there were too many abuses then 
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connected with the gold and silver of the 
Temple ; too much outward religion, without 
inward ; too many " goodly stones and gifts'' 
doomed to ruin, because the spiritual temple 
lay all uncared for, and defiled by many a cor- 
ruption, to allow Him to commend the decora- 
tion of the sanctuary by His example. But 
with what fiery zeal Jesus here cleanses His 
Father's house from that which was unworthy 
of it ! His action may indeed signify the 
Divine wrath at all unholy traffic in the living 
Church, which is God's temple ' : it may also 
describe the guilt and danger of profaning 
that temple of God which each Christian is ^: 
but the reason is alike in these cases, and in 
that of the material temple. Because the 
sanctuary is God's habitation the wrath of 
Christ should be terrible to ail who profane the 
churches in which His Father is worshipped. 
How strange and unusual is this fierce 
anger in Christ, and how very observable I " Is 
this that mild and gentle Saviour that came 
to take upon Him our stripes, and to undergo 

^ 1 Tim. iil 15. Origen, Cat. Aur. 
^ See HieroD. Cat. Aur., who quotes 1 Cor. vi. 19. 



CABE OF GOD^S HOUSE. 129 

the chastisements of our peace ? Is this that 
quiet Lamb, which before His shearers open- 
eth not His mouth ? See now how His eyes 
sparkle with holy anger, and dart forth beams 
of indignation \'' " Christ here informs us that 
the zeal of God^s house is as it were the vir- 
tue proper to pastors •." 

Let me then never tolerate any thing pro- 
fane or irreverent within the Courts of the 
Lord. Let me never fail to see them kept 
and decorated, as becometh His Temples. 
Let not my house be fair, whilst His lies un- 
sightly : but first and foremost be the honour 
of His name, wherever He places it. Let 
my people learn by my example to make 
costly offerings of love for the glory of Grod's 
worship. Let my affection to God'*s House 
be proportioned to my love of Him, and to 
my desire of the Heaven which it signifies and 
foreshows^ 

> Bp. Hall's Contemplations. 
^ Quesnel on John ii. 17. 
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FEAU AND FEARLESSNESS OF OFFENCE. 

Matt. xvii. 27> Luke xix. 7* 

'^ Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to 
the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that fint 
Cometh up ; and when thou hast opened his mouth, 
thou shalt find a piece of money : that take, and give 
unto them for me and thee.'* 

** And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying. That 
he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner." 

Sometimes I see my Divine Master cautious 
of oflTending men; at another eating with 
publicans and sinners, healing again and 
again on the Sabbatb, exposing the supersti- 
tions of the times, rebuking the Pharisees 
before all men, and braving the enmity which 
these actions were sure to provoke. I find 
St. Paul, also, a careful follower in the steps 
of his Guide. He asserted his liberty, but 
used it not; nay, he would eat no meat 
whilst the world standeth lest he should make 
his brother to offend^; and yet at another 

» 1 Cor. viii. 13 ; x. 28, 29. Gal. ii. 11, 12. 
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time, he withstood St. Peter to his face, and 
continued to eat with the Gentiles in spite of 
the offence thus given to the Jews. 

There are then occasions in which the opi- 
nions of others should be consulted and their 
prejudices spared; and there are also occa- 
sions on which they should be defied with a 
fearless resistance. Sometimes we must 
yield, and sometimes stand like a rock : some- 
times we should avoid the danger of scandal, 
sometimes almost court it : that is to say, 
welcome it, when it comes, with a warrior'^s 
joy. But who shall tell me when to do the 
one, and when the other? Who shall say 
when I ought to concede, and when to resist ! 

I think I discern two aids to my weakness 
and blindness. 

Jesus, it is clear^ sought only the glory of 
God, and the good of His people. If He 
conceded, it was not from fear, nor from in- 
dolence, nor from vain regard to the opinion 
of men, but for the honour of the Father, and 
the good of those whom He rebuked, or who 
heard His rebuke. His very enemies testi- 
fied, '* Master, we know Thou art true, and 
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teachest the way of God in truth, neither 
carest Thou for any man, for Thou regardest 
not the person of men */' 

Jesus, if He defied the prejudices of His 
hearers, did it not in the turbid anger of 
man ', nor in the pride of power and courage, 
but to vindicate the honour of God, and the 
truth and holiness which are the life of His 
creatures. Thus, if self has no part in my 
choice, if I decide when to yield, when to stand, 
without pride and anger, without fear and in- 
terest, without private fancies and indulgence 
of my own taste and will, purely for the love 
of my God and the love of Ghrisfs flock, 
then I at once disperse the greater part of the 
mists which obscure my way through my dif- 
ficulties. 

But who shall enable me thus to seek Thee 
and Thine, and none else, my Jesus, but 
Thou ? Da quod jubes, et jube quod vis *. 
Give me the grace to be single-minded, and 

' Matt. xxii. 16. 

* ^ Meminerimus sane iram Dei sine oUft affectione tur<* 
buIentA intelligere." S. Aug. En. in Ps. Ixxxii. § 12. 

* S. Aug. Conf. lib. x. c. xxxvii. 
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then shall I be single-eyed to decide: and 
that which remains of ignorance, not selfish, 
not wilful, enlighten Thou, I beseech Thee. 
If I can but feel that Thou hast purged my 
desires and will, I shall boldly approach and 
ask Thee for wisdom, being sure that Thou 
wilt give liberally ; having a ground for faith 
in Thy grace ah-eady received, in the pure 
desire which Thou givest to please Thee and 
Thee only. 

Then let the world blame, as it will : let 
the event prosper, or seemingly fail, as Thou 
wnt : let scorn, loss, and iU-will, and danger 
await me, I still shall be calm. ^' In the time 
of trouble Thou shalt hide me in Thy taber- 
nacle ; yea, in the secret place of Thy dwell- 
ing Thou shalt hide me until this tyranny be 
overpast,^^ in this life, for a respite, and in 
the next life, for ever. 



N 
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BEARING REPROACH. 

Matt. xii. 24 ; xiii. 55. 

^' But when the Pharisees heard it, they said. This fellow 
doth not cast out devils, hut hy Beelzehub, the prince 
of the devils. ... Is not this the carpenter's son ? is 
not his mother called Mary ? and his brethren, James, 
and Joses, and Simon, and Judas." 

What reproach was there, ray Saviour, 
which was not heaped upon Thee? They 
called Thee a blasphemer, a glutton, a wine- 
bibber, a raiser of sedition^ a malefactor, a 
deceiver, a partner with Beelzebub. Yet when 
wast Thou angry, or even disturbed by any 
slander, or any reviling? Before the High 
Priest Thou didst hold Thy peace, until Thou 
wast adjured. Before Pilate, when the Chief 
Priests and elders accused Thee, and witnessed 
many things against Thee, Thou answeredst 
nothing, insomuch that the governor mar- 
veiled greatly. Before Herod also Thou wast 
entirely silent. Thou didst what Thou saidst, 
speaking centuries before by Thy prophet: 
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" He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, 
yet He opened not His mouth. He is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He 
openeth not His mouth.**' " I have set My 
Face as a flint, and I know that I shall not 
be ashamed."' '^ I, as a deaf man, heard not ; 
and I was as a dumb man that openeth not 
his mouth. Thus I was as a man that 
heareth not, and in whose mouth are no re* 
proofs." And of Thee did the apostle justly 
say, *' Who, when He was reviled, reviled 
not again ; when He suffered. He. threatened 
not; but committed Himself to Him that 
judgeth righteously *." 

O why then am I so much disturbed, and 
even angry, when men speak ill of me, mis- 
construe my good deeds, and magnify my 
defects ! Do I not deserve this, and an hun- 
dredfold more ; whereas Thou who wast so 
meek and calm under insult. Thou deservedst 
glory and honour from every faculty of every 
creature in Heaven and earth ? Hast Thou 
not said, " Woe unto you, when all men shall 

» Isa. 1. 7 ; lUi. 7. Ps. xxxvin. 13, 14. 1 Pet. ii. 23. 

N 2 
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speak well of you ;'' and "Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely 
for my sake V* Does any thing profit me but 
Thy praise ! Can any thing hurt me but Thy 
displeasure I Is it not good to be made like 
unto Thee by patiently suflTering ? Can meek- 
ness, and patience, and forgiveness, and love, 
be any otherwise proved; any otherwise 
exercised and increased, than by endurance of 
persecution and reviling of men ? 

O let my one care be to please Thee, and 
then I must be right, whatever men say; 
but, if I do not this, their praise is only so 
much reproach. let me look forward to 
that day, and that only, when God shall do 
for His children by adoption, that which He 
hath already done for His only-begotten Son, 
when He set Him on His right Hand after 
His Passion ; and began to cast down His 
enemies under His Feet. He shall bring 
forth my righteousness as the light, and my 
judgment as the noonday '• He shall give 
me boldness before the face of such as have 

' Ps. XXXYU. 6. 
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afflicted nie and made no account of my 
labours. " They repenting and groaning for 
anguish of spirit shall say within themselves, 
This was he whom we had sometimes in 
derision, and a proverb of reproach : we fools 
accounted his life madness, and his end to be 
without honour : How is he numbered among 
the children of God, and his lot is among the 
saints ' ! "*' 

But who am I to think such things of 
myself? great are my sins, and I deserve all 
the blame I receive, and much more; and 
those who revile me, are they not Thy sheep. 
Blessed Jesus? and mine from Thee? and 
shall I not pray to Thee to have mercy upon 
them, and change their hate into love ? 

O give me something of the love of Thy 
saint, who could say " I desire not to be 
saved without you ^." Let me pray that their 
sins and mine may be pardoned together in 
that day. 

' Wisd. V. 3—6. 

* S. Aug. Serm. xvii. in Ps. 49, § 2. "Si non me 
audiveritis, et tamen ego non tacuero, animam meam libe- 
rabo. Sed nolo salvus esse sine vobis." 

m3 
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Meantime, let me earnestly gaze, Blessed 
Jesus, at Thy face of calmness, and sweet- 
ness, as Thou didst stand before Gaiaphas, and 
Herod, and Pilate, unmoved, with the firm- 
ness of faith, the softness of pity, the sweet- 
ness of love, the gladness of hope, the calm- 
ness of innocence ; and may I follow Thee as 
I can, by Thy grace, who canst give what I 
cannot attain; and hast promised to grant 
what we faithfully ask '. 

' '* With what temper of mind ought men to suffer tae 
the cause of religion I 

^ A. With patience, that they may not grow faint and 
weary ; with meekness, that they may not grow angry 
and hitter against their persecutors ; with charity, that 
they may overcome evil with good ; with trust in God's 
providence, that they may be supported under their suffer- 
ings by His grace, and delivered in His good time ; wiUi 
joy and thankfulness, inasmuch as they are partakers of 
Christ's sufferings ; and when His glory shall be revealed, 
they shall be made glad with exceeding joy." Nelson's 
Fasts and Festivals, St Andrew the Apostle. 
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BEARING PRAISE. 

John viii. 54. 
^ If I honour myself, my honour is nothing.*' 

It would seem, at first, that He to Whom the 
highest praise which canbe given is due, can be 
no pattern to one by whom none is deserved, 
and to whom none is safe ; yet let me consider 
the words and deeds of my Lord in this matter. 
Certainly, that God should be praised is in 
itself good, a thing essentially right; good 
also for His creatures, who should refer all 
to Him, and lift up their hearts continually 
to Him, in order to be holy and happy. 
Praise thus offered to God should be en- 
couraged and welcomed as both right and 
salutary; but it becomes hurtful to the 
human giver, or the human receiver, or to 
both, if given or received upon any other 
principle than this ; if it be an homage, that 
is, to any Being but God, or to those who by 
their office, or by some goodness given to 
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them by Him, represent Him, as it were, in 
this matter, and thus transmit the honour 
directly to the only source of all virtue. 

Now I see my Divine Master, on the one 
hand, receiving the Hosannas which were 
offered to Him as the Son of David, by those 
who believed Him to be so ; and recognizing 
them as so natural and due, that, if they 
were withheld, the very stones would cry 
out. 

On the other hand, I see Him declining 
the praise of one who was not praising God, 
but a man ; for such he believed Him to be, 
Whom he ought not to have called good, had 
He been only man "• As man. therefore, He 
declines the praise which as God He would 
have accepted as due to Him \ f 

Again, He saith, " I honour my Father*^'' 
" I seek not mine own glory ;'*^ " If I houtfor 
Myself, My honour is nothing." *> Father, 
glorify Thy Name."' 

»• Matt xix. 17. 

' '^ Since he came to Him as a mere man, and one olT 

the many, and a Jewish teacher : on this account ihen, (}e 

also converses with him as a man/' Gitena, Ed. Cramer. 
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Surely then this His rule should be mine ; 
modestly to accept the honour due to good- 
ness and to mine office, as so much homage 
to God ; transferring them quickly to Him, 
whose only they are ; but for myself as a 
man, to fear praise, and to hate it, and fly it. 

But how different is the knowledge of 
right, and the doing of it ! Even a saint 
thus complains of the deceitfuhiess and dan- 
ger of praise ; and how shall I escape, I who 
am no saint at all, but rather a sinner, and 
altogether unworthy of my office ? 

^^ I have in other kinds of temptations some 
little power of examining myself; in this, al- 
most none. For I see how far I have attained 
in restraining my mind from the pleasures of 
the flesh and from needless curiosity, when I 
am without these things, either by my will, 
or by their absence. For then I ask myself 
how much more or less irksome it is to me 
not to have them ? • . • . But what can we 
do to be without praise, and to make trial in 
this matter? Must we live ill, and in so 
abandoned and savage a manner, that every 
one who knows us will detest us? What 
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greater madness can be said or imagined! 
But if praise is wont and ought to be the 
companion of a good life and good works, 
we ought not to desert its companionship 
any more than good life itself. But I do not 
perceive, what I can do without cheerfully or 
the reverse, except when it is absent. What 
then do I confess to Thee, Lord, in this kind 
of temptation 1 What, but that I am delighted 
with praises, but with truth itself more than 
praises. For if it were proposed to me whe- 
ther I should prefer to be praised by all men, 
when mad or wrong in all things, or being con- 
stant and most sure in the truth, to be blamed 
by all men, I see what I should choose. Yet 
I would not that the approbation of another 
should ever increase my joy in any good of 
mine. But I confess it not only increases it, 
but blame diminishes it ^.'' 

The saint goes on to speak of the difficulty 
of distinguishing between the pleasure of 
knowing by their applause of his teaching 
that his hearers learned and improved by his 

^ S. Aug. Oonf. lib. x. cap. xxxvii. 
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ministry, and the pleasure of their praises, as 
they improved, adding, " If I am moved in 
my praises by the good of my neighbour, why 
am I less moved if any one else is unjustly 
blamed than if I am ? Why am I more bitten 
by that reproach which is cast upon me, than 
by that which, with the same injustice, falls 
on another in my presence !'' 

Alas ! how much more careful was this 
holy man not to love well-deserved praises 
than I am with regard to unmerited honour ! 
Grant me, my good Lord, to refer all 
things to Thee. If I am unjustly praised, 
let such praise be hateful to me ; if justly, 
Thine be the glory, and let me fear for myself. 
Let me be forgotten in the good which Thou 
doest by me. Let my words and deeds lead to 
Thee, and let all praise and affection pass 
on to Thee. " May I seek to please no one, 
and fear to displease no one save Thee'." 
May Thy approval be my only glory, and the 
testimony of a good conscience my praise. 
Guide Thou me with Thine Eye ; and suffer 

' Prayer of St. Thomas Aq., Par. of the Christian 
Soul, Part iv. 
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not the sight of man to move me, whilst 
Thou beholdest me, whose favour is life. 



MEDITATION XXX. 

SEEKING OUT SINNERS. 

Luke xix, 10. 

^ The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 

was lost." 

Not Thy parables of the lost sheep, and 
money, nor Thine own declaration. Blessed 
Jesus, that Thou earnest to seek and save 
those which were lost, show me this Thy love 
and pity, so much as Thine actions. 

To save sinners, and recover the lost Thou 
didst leave the glory which Thou hadst with 
the Father before the world was ; Thou didst 
make Thyself of no reputation ; Thou didst 
take the form of a servant ; live with sin- 
ners; associate with harlots and publicans; as 
if a sinner, yea, a malefactor. Thou becamest 
obedient to death, even the death of the 
Gross. Therefore did the Church bind me 
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^^ to seek for Ghrisf's sheep that are dispersed 
abroad," and "never to cease my labour, 
care, and diligence ^^ until I have done all 
that lies in me to bring lost souls to their 
God. let me never be slothful, never de- 
sponding; hopeless of no man, prejudiced 
against no man, whether vicious, schismatic, 
or heretic. All are Thy purchase ; all are Thy 
sheep. If they wander, so also have I. If 
they disappoint me, I have grieved Thee, often 
and often. If they are deaf, so am I. And 
wherefore is my office, and what use is there 
in me if I do not bring lost sheep to their 
Shepherd? Nay, what is the glory of my 
office, and what its reward but to follow the 
Good Shepherd; to seek and recover; to 
follow, and find, and reclaim, and bring back 
those who have strayed far and wide from 
the pastures of life ! 

May I never pass a wilful sinner indignant 
and hard, and never see him without offering 
a prayer for his soul. May my desires, my 
labours, my patience, my hope, my humilia- 
tion, my love be after the pattern of Thine, 
O Good Shepherd, that my joy may be also. 
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" Itejoice with me, for I hare found my Bhee] 
which was lost." 
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SOKEOW OVEB SINNEEB. 

Luke ux. 41. 

" And when he was come near, he beheld tbe lily, am 

Not indignation, not despair, not indiCfereDce 
but sorrow ; tender loving sorrow, this is thi 
feeling which I should have towards Bimien 
It may be that my dry eyes are the cause o 
their dryness; my cotdneBs of theirs; m; 
hardness of their indifference ; my hopeless 
ness of their recklessness. My Shepherd, m] 
Saviour, — if indeed He will be the Shephen 
and Saviour of such an one, — although Ht 
is Qod, and the Fountain of all joy and glad' 
ness, yet shed tears over guilty Jerusalem. 

And why did He weep, but I weep not ! Ii 
there less cause i Is not the soul which wil 
not know the day of her visitation doomec 
to the same judgments as sinful Jerus^em '. 
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Will she not be encompassed with spiritual 
enemies, and be kept in on every side ! Will 
she not have her walls thrown down, and lie 
utterly exposed, and then miserably perish, 
whilst I weep not ! 

O let me weep for those who will not weep, 
and mourn to God for those who mourn not ; 
lest the tears of Jesus be not saving to me. 
Only give me of Thy love, my 3aviour, and I 
must needs have of Thy sorrow ; must needs 
lament and grieve for my wandering sheep, 
which are Thine. Such sorrow will surely 
lead to everlasting joy both for them and for 
me. 
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CONSOLING THE SORROWFUL. 

John xiv. 1. 
** Let not your heart be troubled." 

" Weep not,'' to the Widow and to Jairus ; 
" I am the Resurrection and the Life,'' to 
Martha ; ^^ Let not your heart be troubled," 

o2 
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to the twelve,— thus spake He who sent the 
Comforter ; who haying sorrowed, knows 
what sorrow is; who has felt pain, known 
desolation, borne contempt and false accusa- 
tion ; undergone shame, want, and death. 

Was ever such consolation as was poured 
out in the last discourses upon the sad ears 
of His beloved apostles ! Reunion, for the 
bereaved ; and Heaven, for those to whom 
earth was dreary * ! Christ the Way, the 
Truth and the Life, for those in perplexity ' ; 
promises of answer to prayer ' ; of the Com- 
forter ^ ; of presence and indwelling ^ ; of life 
in Him ' ; of being loved ^ ; of the inward 
manifestation of God ^ ; of teaching ' ; of 
the peace which the world cannot give*; 
of the benefits of affliction'; of the joy 
which succeeds it ' ; of being children and 
friends ' ; of election ^ ; of future and eter- 

* John xiv. 2, 3. ' John xiv. 6. 

• John xiv. 13. ' John xiv. 16. 
8 John xiv. 18. 23. ' John xiv. 19. 

^ John xiv. 21. > John xiv. 22, 23. 

^ John xiv. 26. * John xiv. 27* 

^ John XV. 2 ; xvi. 6, 7. 20. ' John xvi. 21, 22. 

7 John XV. 13—15. ^ John xv. 16. 
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nal reward'; of a share in His glory ^; 
of God's lasting love*. And who can de- 
scribe the tenderness, the care, the sweet- 
ness, the manifest sympathy which accom- 
panied these counsels ! Who can know the 
love of that penetrating eye, the feeUng of 
that loved and loving voice ! Mind to mind, 
heart to heart, thus Jesus comforted ; bring- 
ing out things Divine, remedies, supports, 
balm from Paradise to heal, sustain, and 
soothe the wounded heart, the weak and 
faint spirit. 

Truly, my Divine Master, Thou hast 
taught me to comfort the sorrowful ; and hast 
opened to me a treasure-house of consolations. 
What I still need is wisdom to apply them, and 
love to make them effectual for comfort. I be- 
seech Thee, by Thy love and tenderness, fill 
me with sympathy, patience, and sweetness ; 
and grant me to be a wise and tender dis- 
penser of Thy consolations to the sick, the 
broken-hearted, the widow, and the fatherless. 
Open my mouth by opening my heart. Send 

9 John xv. 16. 1 John xvii. 22. 24. 

' John xvii. 2i>. 

o3 
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me Thy Comforter, whereby I may be enabled 
truly to comfort Thy sorrowing ones, with a 
consolation which shall make them not for- 
get, but rather love their afflictions; and 
shall render them happy in the midst of their 
sorrows, by leading them to draw nearer to 
Thee, and to know Thee, and love Thee, by 
their own happy experience of Thee. 
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REBUKE. 

Luke X. 10, 11. 

^ Gro your ways out into the streets of the same, and say. 
Even the very dust of your city, which deaveth on tis^ 
we do wipe off against you." 

He who could console most tenderly, could 
rebuke most severely ; for His rebukes and 
consolations were alike unselfish. When 
called a carpenter'^s son, a blasphemer, a wine- 
bibber, Jesus rebuked not; but when His 
Father'*s honour was in question, when hypo- 
ciiay jiequired exposure, never did any so slay 
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with the sword of his mouth. '^ O generation 
of vipers,^ " Ye hypocrites,^ " Blind leaders 
of the blind;' " Get thee behind Me, Satan,^ 
*' Faithless and perverse generation,"' " Why 
tempt ye Me, ye hypocrites^ " Woe unto you. 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!'' "Ye 
fools and blind," " Ye serpents, ye generation 
of vipers, how can ye escape the danmation of 
hell ' ?" These words proceeded out of that 
mouth which also said, " Judge not, that ye 
be not judged;" and "A new commandment 
I give unto you. That ye love one another ; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another." 

Is it then that He only. Who knoweth 
the hearts, may condemn ! He only. Who 
is without sin, may rebuke! Nay, I hear 
the Apostle of the Gentiles, speaking by 
the Spirit of Christ and saying, " Rebuke 
sharply *." 

There are then not only persons who de- 
serve rebuke, but times and occasions which 

» Matt xii. 34 ; xv. 7. 14 ; xvL 23 ; xviL 17; xxii. 18 ; 
xxiii. 13>-33. 
* Titus i. 13. 
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need them ; and as in those cases in which it 
is needful to resist the wishes of others, and 
to pursue an unpopular course, the best 
security which I can bring is disinterested- 
ness and a dispassionate temper, so it is 
here\ I must watch that I be not angry 
for myself^ for my opinions as such, for my 
tastes, but only for my God and His good- 
ness. I must rebuke as one who will be 
rebuked in That Day; if he now makes 
the heart of the righteous sad, or by wrath 
exasperates the wicked and renders them 
implacable foes. I must remember my own 
sins when I speak, and whilst I fear not 
the eye of man, I should behold with awe 
That of my God. But, my Saviour, all 
insufficient were this remedy only, and every 
thing else that I can possibly do. Without 
Thy grace, I shall be either a coward or a 
*' striker •.'^ My rebukes will fail from want 
of courage, or from want of discretion and 
temper. I beseech Thee, therefore, when I 
speak in Thy name, speak Thou in me. Up- 
hold and control, direct and make effectual, 

» See Meditation XXVJ. • Titus i. 7. 
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and let me hasten, when my perilous work is 
performed, to throw myself at Thy feet, and 
to plead there for mercy, not only to him 
who is rebuked, but to him who rebukes. 
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SILENCE. 

Matt. xxvi. G3. John xix. 9. 

** But Jesus held his peace." 

** And Pilate went again into the judgment hall, and saith 
unto Jesus, Whence art thou! But Jesus gave him 
no answer." 

There are times when neither rebuke nor 
expostulation will be heard : then Jesus, my 
Pattern, is silent'. 

Not every one is fit to know our feelings 
and plans. By treachery, or by folly, we 

f This inference does not preclude others, such as that 
Christ's silence symbolized God's patience in the day of 
trial, before He shall come and not keep silence in the 
day of Judgment. See St. Augustine's Sermons, xvii. and 
xviii. on Ps. 1. 3. 
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the one great sacrifice to come, the bloody 
sacrifice so soon to be offered on the Gross^ 
never to be repeated, but for ever saving. 
Thyself the Priest, Thyself the Sacrifice* 
O v^ith what obedience toward God, and with 
what unspeakable love towards man didst 
Thou thus offer Thyself in the Upper room, 
as well as on the Gross ! Thou didst oft&t 
to do and suffer all that God's glory, all t\m% 
our salvation could require. That which was 
future was made present, as is now that whidi 
is past. 

Is it true that Thy first Sacrament ii 
ours, and ours is that i Do I tread in Thy 
steps, and as a visible Priest act for Thee, 



assumed impossibility, nay, courting it by this bold 
qualified statement. Now there is abundance of evid^m ] 
that St. Augustine did not hold a figurative sense, and sfiSI ^!j 
more that he did nut believe Christ to have two bodies. Sacll 
a statement therefore from him shows that he believed Ife 
a real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the EndhSf- 
rist, in a manner alike superior to any physical or pliiloWN'J 
phical objections, and independent of any aid or defbMMl, 
supposed to be given to it by the doctrine of TransaMiOi* 
tiation, which, indeed, is nothing else than an attempl 
one philosophical theory to meet the assaults of 
See Catech. Trident. Part II. cap. iv. § 31. . v. 
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shall be betrayed, if we put ourselves rashly 
and thoughtlessly into the hands of men 
whose discretion or fidelity we have no reason 
to trust. Jesus did not conunit Himself 
to such persons as these ^. 

Again, although I should always be cour- 
teous and sweet, and generally happy and 
cheerful with my people, gladly conversing 
with them on that which will interest and 
please them ; yet, surely there are times and 
seasons in which few words are best. On 
such days as Ash- Wednesday and Good 
Friday, before and after a funeral, a thought-, 
ful silence is becoming and wise. Jesus 
seems often to have walked without speaking 
until appealed to by His disciples ; and pro- 
ceeding to the scene of His Passion, He 
appears to have preserved an awful stillness 
and silence ^. 

And surely, random and constant talking 
becomes me less than any man, is full of 
peril, and will bring me into contempt ^ 

8 John ii. 24. ^ Mark x. 32. 

^ <* Nemo secure loquitur nisi qui libenter tacet." Im. 
Christi, lib. L cap. xx. 
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O, Blessed Jesus, both by Thy Speech, 
and by Thy Silence, instruct me. By Thy 
Tongue parched with thirst for the sins of 
my tongue sanctify this unruly member to 
Thy service ; that as Thou wilt, it may speak, 
and as Thou wilt, may be silent. Thy glory, 
and the good of my flock be its rule. 



MEDITATION XXXV, 

DI S APPOINTMENT. 

Luke ix. 41. 

''And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long shall I be with you, and suffer 
you I Bring thy son hither." 

What coidd be more disappointing than the 
reception of the Lord at His old home at 
Nazareth! what than the unbelief of His 
brethren, except I myself, who have rendered 
to Him such a wretched return for His gifts i 
The holy brotherhood of the blessed Apostles 
grieved Him again and again with their slow- 
ness of heart, their dulness, their want of 
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faith, their ambition, their worldly expecta- 
tions and views *. O what a mighty sorrow 
burst forth in that cry of my Lord ! " O 
faithless and perverse generation, how long 
shall I be with you and suffer you ' T' 

Who then, and what then am I, to be dis- 
appointed at the slowness and dulness of those 
whom I teach ! Do I teach so that they can 
understand! Do I act as I teach! Do I 
answer to the teaching of the Spirit as I re- 
quire others to answer to mine ! 

Thou, Blessed Jesus, wert content not to 
see the fruit of Thy labours; content that 
Thy disciples should remember, and under- 
stand, and feel what Thou saidst, after Thy 
death, after Thou hadst departed*. And 
shall not I! Shall I not rejoice and give 
thanks, if by Thy grace I have smoothed the 
way for a better pastor than I am ; if any of 
my people remember what I have said, when 
I am no more ! Let this be my monument^ 
that after my decease they shall have these 

« Matt. viii. 26; xiv. 31 ; xvi. 6—8. Luke xxii.24,25; 
xxiv. 21. 26. John xiv. 6—10 ; xx. 24—29. 

' Luke ix. 41 . * John ii. 22 ; xii. 16 ; xvi.- 4. 



COMPASSION. 1 57 

things in remembrance ; and that I being dead 
may speak, and more forcibly speak, when 
my people consider my love, and behold no 
longer the many infirmities which now render 
my "bodily presence weak, and my speech 
contemptible.'^ 



MEDITATION XXXVI. 

COMPASSION. 

Matt. ix. 36. 

** But when he saw tha multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, hecause they fainted, and were 
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd." 

As soon as Jesus saw the bereaved mother. 
He had compassion upon her. When He 
beheld the multitudes. He was moved with 
compassion on them because they fainted and 
were scattered abroad, as sheep having no 
shepherd. I have compassion, He said, on 
the multitude, who seem not to have ex- 
pressed their wants, nor to have asked for 
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His aid, because they have now been with 
me three days, and have nothing to eat '• 

Jesus went forth and saw a great multi* 
tude, and was moved with compassion toward 
them, and He healed their sick ; and by the 
grave of Lazarus Jesus wept ^. 

But how shall I recount His tender mer- 
cies, whose compassions fail not! Com- 
passion laid Him in the stable at Bethlehem. 
Compassion led Him hungry and thirsty, 
weary and faint, up and down the land ; 
healing, consoling, instructing, feeding, re- 
claiming, absolving. Compassion bared Him 
for the scourge, nailed Him to the Cross, 
and laid Him in the tomb. 

O that I might obtain some portion of His 
Spirit, and take up His mantle ! that my 
hardness, and indifference, and selfishness, 
might ever and for ever be thawed and 
melt away under the brightness and heat of 
the love and compassion of Jesus ! O that I 
might become more tender and sympathizing ; 
that I might never turn a deaf ear to the 

' Luke vii. 13. Matt. ix. 36. Mark viii. 2. 
* Matt. xiv. 14. John xi« 35. 
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complaining, nor a cold glance on the needy ; 
never forget the sorrows of others in my own 
joys and griefs, amusements or labours ! O 
that an affectionate interest and considera- 
tion might fill my heart .and express them- 
selves in every look of the eye, and every 
accent of the voice ! O my tender, com- 
passionate Saviour, show Thy compassion on 
me, Thine unworthy, cold, heartless servant, 
by making me compassionate, feeling for 
every sorrow and ill of Thy flock, and yearn- 
ing to impart to them all the benefits and 
consolations I possibly can ; yea, and my 
own life also ; like blessed Paul, pitying and 
loving them with that pity and love where- 
with Thou hast pitied and loved me. 
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MEDITATION XXXVII. 

REFUSING THOSE WHO SUPPOSE GODLINESS 

TO BE GAIN. 

John vi. 26, 27. 

^* Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verilj, I say 
unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, 
but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 
Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man shall give unto you : for him hath Grod the 
Father sealed." 

Although Christ was so compassionate, so 
forward to relieve the wants of the needy, 
that unaojted He fed the thousands in the wil* 
demess, He here refuses the desires of those 
who wished Him to give them bread. The 
soul is more than the body ; and to benefit 
the inferior part of our nature at the cost of 
the better, the mortal at the cost of the im* 
mortal, is not the kindness of Jesus. How 
careful then ought I to be, not to encourage 
those who would make a trade of religion ; 
and if any opportunity of convincing them 
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of their fault should arise, with all temper 
and kindness to do it '. 

I should be on the watch lest by worldly in- 
ducements of food, raiment, praise, partiality, 
I make any Christians insincere in their wor- 
ship, not seekers of Jesus for Jesus' sake *. 

All this requires wisdom, more than I 
have, but not more than I can obtain by 
Prayer. O, Divine Master and Teacher, 
grant that the worldly comforts which are 
administered by my hands to Thy people, 
may never excite impure motives in them, 
nor destroy singleness of purpose in seeking 
Thee; but rather lead them on to bless the 
True Giver, and to seek more earnestly the 
Bread which comes down from Heaven, the 
meat which endureth and quickeneth ; Thee 

. ' '' He does it spaiingly, for He did not say, O gluttons 
and slaves of the belly, but more gently." Catena, Ed. 
Cramer, in loc. 

' '* Quam multi non quserunt Jesum, nisi ut illis faciat 
bene secundum tempus. Alius negotium habet, quserit 
intercessionem clericorum : alius premitur a potentiore, 
fugit ad ecclesiam : alius pro se vult interveniri apud eum, 
apud quern parum valet : ille sic, ille sic ; impletur quoddie 
talibus ecclesia. Vix quaeritur Jesus propter Jesum." 
S. Aug. In Johan. Ev. cap. vi. v. 26. Tract xxv. § 10. 
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now in Thy Sacrament, and hereafter with- 
out Sacrament, their visible Joy and Life in 
the presence of the Father and of the Holy 
Ghost ; make them to love and to seek Thee 
for Thyself, O Thou who only art Life '. 



MEDITATION XXXVIII. 

PEACEGIVING. 
Luke ii. 14 ; X. 5, 6. Matt v. 9. John xiy. 27* 

'^ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men." 

^ And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be 
to this house. And if the son of peace be there, your 
peace shall rest upon it : if not, it shall turn to yon 
again." 

*' Blessed are the peacemakers : for they shall be called 
the children of God." 

'* Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you : not 
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." 

The Prince of Peace made peace between 
God and man, and between man and Ood ^ ; 

* "Quseritis me propter aliud, quserite me propter 
me." Ibid. 

» 1 John ii. 2 ; iv. 10. 2 Cor. v. 18—21. Col. i. 21, 22. 
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between angels and men ' ; between man 
and man ; and in the hearts of all who were 
willing to be sons of peace. One of His 
beatitudes was for the peacemakers, and the 
salutation of His missionaries was ^^ Peace.'^ 
I am pledged not only by the Example of 
my Pattern, but by the engagement which 
I have voluntarily and solemnly undertaken 
to be a peacemaker. I am not only to 
beseech men to be reconciled to Ood and to 
pray to Him for their pardon, but I have 
sworn '' to maintain and set forwards, as 
much as lieth in me, peace and love among 
all Christian people, and especially among 
them that are, or shall be, committed to my 
charge.'^ 

The unity of the Church should be very 
dear to me, and lie at my heart. The reli- 
gious unity of my parish should be even more 
desired, and longed, and laboured for; nor 
this only, but good will and charity between 
neighbour and neighbour should be promoted 
by me ; differences should be adjusted, quar- 

» Eph. i. 10. Col. i. 2a. 
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rels and rivalries allayed, the oil of love 
poured on rough waters. 

How careful ought I to be not to take 
a side with one body of my people against 
another ; not to encourage nor allow unkind 
reports and constructions of the conduct of 
others ! How evidently ought all strife, and 
bitterness, and tumult, to grieve me, the 
peace-lover and peace-maker of the parish ! 

So, also, when I visit the sick, the Church 
instructs me to say, as I enter a troubled 
dwelling, '' Peace be to this house and to all 
that dwell in it.**' I ought to bear with me 
my Lord's dear legacy, that of which He 
spoke when He said ^^ Peace I leave with 
you,'" the peace wherewith He stilled the 
seas, and calmed the fears of His trembling 
disciples. I ought to infuse peace wherever 
I go. There ought to be within me that 
settled faith and patience, that sweet hope 
and charity, and about me that gentleness 
and calmness, which may lead men to know 
me as a messenger of the Prince of Peace ; 
a messenger sent to heal divisions, to still 
tears and commotions, and to restore peace 
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between Heaven and the sinner ; between 
brother and brother, and in each Christianas 
heart. But, who is sufficient for these 
things ! Least of all I. Jesu, Prince of 
Peace, fill me with calm faith, sweet pa- 
tience, a sensitive charity, a yearning affec- 
tion, a holy stillness of bliss in Thee, so that 
Thou mayest be, in me and through me. 
Peace-maker and Peace-giver to Thy people. 
May my flock and I desire and cultivate 
Heavenly peace more and more, until we 
enjoy it in Heaven, perfect, untroubled; 
which is not, and cannot be broken ; in the 
unity of the Ever Blessed Trinity, which 
causes and preserves the unity of Angels and 
saints in the Presence and Bliss of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Three 
Persons and One God, to whom be all glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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MEDITATION XXXIX. 

POVERTY. 

Matt, yiil 20. 

" And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests ; but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head." 

Poverty tends to make men humble, else 
wherefore did the Lord say, '^ Blessed are the 
poor in spirit," or "Blessed be ye poor*?'' 
Poverty removes out of the circle of worldly 
pleasures and vanities, and keeps a man to 
himself and his God. Poverty quickens the 
desire of Heaven, takes us out of our own 
hands ; leads us to trust, not in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God ; conforms us to 
Christ. Is it a blessing to be like Christ! 
Then let me hear these His words : " The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to 
lay His Head;' 

I know that when a man has conquered the 

3 Conf. Matt. v. 3. Luke vi. 20. 
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love of wealth for himself there still remains 
the temptation to desire it for others, for 
children, or other relatives dependent upon 
him. But what ? Are we to confess poverty 
to be good for ourselves, and yet be unwilling 
that those whom we love best should also 
enjoy it ? Are we to rejoice in the freedom 
which it brings from many temptations, and 
yet not desire that our beloved should be 
equally free ? Are they not to share with us 
whatever deadness to the world, whatever 
desires of Heaven, whatever repose upon 
God, whatever likeness to Christ, His gra- 
cious dispensation has conferred, or sought to 
confer upon us * ? 

Moreover, it is truly said, " Nothing ren- 
ders a pastor more amiable in the sight of 
God, or draws down more graces and bless- 

* " Parents who labour to leave their children in a con- 
dition to be independent, to be idle, to live in luxury, &c., 
do put them in the way of ruin, without a great grace of 
Qodf which they are not always careful to pray for. Our 
blessed Lord, because He loved the rich young man, 
directed him to sell what he had and give to the poor, 
knowing that riches are a snare, a temptation, and ah 
hindrance to our happiness.'' Sac. Priv., p. 27* Ed. 1854. 
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ings, than a contempt of earthly thmgs, and 
of the conveniences of life, that he may ap- 
prove himself a faithfnl minister of Ghrist,^^ 
and *' They that recommend eternal posses- 
sions and happiness to others, ought to show 
that they are verily persuaded themselves of 
the vanity of all earthly enjoyments, avoiding 
superfluities, and not being over-concerned 
for necessaries. Jesus Christ thus preached 
the contempt of the world by contemning it 
Himself*." 

Yes, how shall I preach the kingdom of 
God to the rich or the poor, if they see me 
living luxuriously, or desiring to do so ; en- 
joying wealth, or disliking poverty? What 
have I to do with gay equipages, I who act 
for One who walked on His missionary jour- 
neys, and who only rode to His Passion! 
What have I to do with a house furnished 
with every luxury, who have no claim to be 
heard, except that I come in His name', 
who had not even what the fox has, or the 

* fip. Wilson, Sac. Priv., Sunday and Wednesday Medi- 
tations, pp. 96. 158. Ed. 1854. 
' Luke X. 16. 
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birds ? 0, my Saviour, poor in wealth, but 
rich in grace ; homeless here, but the owner 
and preparer of the Mansions above ; thirsting 
here, who art the very Fountain of life and 
of bliss ; hungering here, who art the food 
of angels and men, grant to me, if I truly 
desire these blessings above, a poor and mor- 
tified spirit, contempt of the world, and con- 
tempt of myself, because I still love it so 
much, after all Thy warnings, persuasions, 
assistances, and in spite of Thy holy example. 
" O King of kings, and Lord of lords ! Who 
art here present with me, and sustainest me 
every where, hast Thou not truly said. Blessed 
are the poor in spirit! O certain truth! 
And I am unwilling to be blessed, and to 
have Thy kingdom, and be like unto Thee, 
my King and my God, and hereafter to sit 
with Thee, and with Thee judge. Truly 
Thou hast chosen the poor, and art wont to 
hearken unto the desire of the poor. Choose 
me then, and hearken unto me; for lo, for 
Thy sake do I sincerely and with my whole 
heart renounce, in inclination at least, all 
things small or great, that I may, hereafter, 

Q. 
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be able to say, Lo ! we have forsaken all 
things, and have followed Thee .... Naked 
came I out of my mother^s womb, and naked 
shall I return thither ; and bared of all do I 
long to follow Thee, O Jesus, bared of all ; 
to be perfect and sell all, that in Thee both 
here and for ever I may find an hundredfold, 
yea. All. Amen '.'" 



MEDITATION XL. 

OPPORTUNITIES OF SPEECH. 

John iv. 7 — 14. 

^ There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water : Jesus 
saith unto her. Give me to drink. (For his disciples 
were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) Then 
saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that 
thou, being a Jewy askest drink of me, which am a 
woman of Samaria I for the Jews have no dealings with 
the Samaritans. Jesus answered and said unto her. If 
thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith 
to thee, Give me to drink ; thou wouldest have asked of 

' Paradise for the Christian Soul, pt. iv. If it should 
seem to any reader unreal to say '* bared of all do I long;'* 
he am a&y with the Author, " May I long." 
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him, aud he would have given thee livmg water. The 
woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw 
with, and the well Is deep : from whence then hast thou 
that living water ! Art thou greater than our £a,ther 
Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof him- 
self, and his children, and his cattle I Jesus answered 
and said unto her. Whosoever drinketh of this water 
shall thirst again : but whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst ; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life." 

How wisely did my Divine Pattern use every 
occasion of doing good ! How without any 
stiffness or force ; yea, rather with what quiet 
ease and natural sweetness did He turn the 
current of men^s thoughts from the rocky and 
sandy deserts of the world into the rich pas- 
tures of Heavenly truth ! 

By the water of earth He led the Samari- 
tan woman to the fountain of life : by natural 
hunger He drew men to the Bread which 
came down from Heaven : by the conduct of 
those who sought the best seats He taught us 
humility *. " Hearts truly touched with the 
love of God will communicate light and heat 

• John vi. 26-34. Luke xiv. 7-11. 

a 2 
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to others in their ordinary conversation — will 
speak honourably of God, of His perfections, 
His justice, goodness, wisdom, and power; 
the excellency of His laws, the pleasure of 
His service, the instances of His love, the 
rewards He has promised to His friends, and 
the punishments He has prepared for His 
enemies. And by doing so, we shall recom- 
mend God and religion to those we converse 
with — win over subjects to Him, and add to 
our own happiness. 

" One mild, prudent, and edifjring conversa- 
tion has often gained more souls than many 
sermons. 

''The more spiritual our minds are, the more 
heavenly will our conversation be with those 
we discourse with. We, of all men, should 
desire to talk and to be talked to in our 
own way, and of things relating to our pro- 
fession; and so we should if our profession 
were most at our heart. Love is a talkative 
passion, and yet the divine lover is backward 
to talk of the very delight of his soul '.'' 

» Sac. Priv., Saturday Med., 309, 310. 
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All this is most certain. Yet alas ! there 
is scarcely any thing in which I fail more de- 
plorably, being either timid or rash, gloomy 
or light; cold, ungainly, and unwinning in 
my conversation. 

O Blessed Jesus, help me to learn of Thee, 
neither to cast pearls before swine, nor to lose 
a golden occasion of doing good to those who 
will profit by what I can say; neither to 
intrude religion, nor to exclude it; so to 
speak of it, that it may be welcome and sweet 
to those who shall hear me. ^' May that good 
Spirit, which appeared in the Ukeness of 
tongues of fire, warm my heart, direct my 
thoughts, and guide my tongue, and give a 
power to persuade ; that by my conversation 
and example, as well as by my sermons and 
.rittog^ i ^y promote th/ki.gd»". -d 
interests of my Great Master. Amen *.'' 

I Sac. Priv., 308. 
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MEDITATION XLI. 

WITH CHRIST OE WITHOUT. 

John vi. 16—21. 

'* And when even was now come, his disciples went down 
unto the sea, and entered into a ship, and went over the 
sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and 
Jesus was not come to them. And the sea arose by 
reason of a great wind that blew. So when they had 
rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see 
Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the 
ship : and they were afraid. But he saith unto them. 
It is I ; be not afraid. Then they willingly received 
him into the ship : and immediately the ship was at the 
land whither they went." 

'' j£sus had Dot coin£ unto''^ His disciples. 
Therefore the wind blew, the sea arose, they 
made little progress, until He appeared. They 
willingly received Him, and immediately the 
ship was at the land whither they went ^. 

' ** The ship receives more assistance from Christ when 
He enters into it, than He does from the ship. Thus it 
is with respect to the service of God, the service of Jesus 
Christ, the Master is more useful to the servant than the 
servant to his Master ; and the labours of the ministers of 
the Church are more necessary to the salvation of the 
miniaters themselves than to the glory of God." Quesnel. 
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So before this, they had "toiled all the 
night and taken nothing ;'*'' but Christ came ; 
Christ commanded; by faith they let down 
the net ; " and when they had this done, they 
enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and 
their net brake '.*" 

And again afterwards, when they laboured 
in the night without Christ, they caught no- 
thing; but when He stood near, and told 
them to cast, and where to cast, the hundred 
and fifty-three great fishes, figures of the 
elect ^, were taken at once. Thus, often and 
often, am I on the stormy sea vainly steering, 
and in the dark night of the world vainly 
fishing, and it is my own fault all the while. 
I act by myself; by my own wisdom, which 
is mere folly ; in my own way, which is error ; 
whilst Jesus is willing to enter into my ship, 

' Luke V. 4—6. 

* John xxi. 3 — 11. St. Augustine contrasts this miracle 
with the earlier one, showing that the first capture of fish 
symholized the visible Church, containing a vast and 
mixed multitude ; whereas the second taken, cast on the 
right side alone, and drawn, not into the ship, but to shore, 
in a net not in danger of being rent, and consisting of a de- 
finite number, signifies those who are saved. Tr. in Johan. 
cxxiii. m 
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or is standing on the eternal shore ready to 
direct all my efforts. Let me then lay the 
blame of my failures on no one but myself, 
nor waste my time in useless repinings, or 
self-accusation ; but look, Blessed Jesus^ for 
Thee, and listen to Thee. Enter Thou into 
my ship ; direct and bless all my efforts : then, 
by my hands, though neither by my wisdom 
nor strength^ Thy children now lost in the 
bitter waves of that stormy sea of this life, 
shall be landed safely on the shore of eter- 
nity ; and I, so unworthy, shall be welcomed 
by Thee to the feast not prepared by man, 
but for man '• 



MEDITATION XLII. 

WATCHFULNESS. 

Luke xii. 35—47* 

** Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning ; 
and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their 
lord, when he wUI return from the wedding ; that when 
he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him im- 

8 John xxi. 12, 13. 
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mediately. Blessed are those servants, whom the lord 
when he cometh shall find watching : rerily I say unto 
you^ that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit 
down to meat, and will come forth and serve ihem. 
And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in 
the third watch, and find them so, hiessed are those 
servants. And this know, that if the goodiran of the 
house bad known what hour the thief would come, he 
would have watched, and not have suffered his house to 
be broken through. Be ye therefore ready also : for 
the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not. 
Then Peter said unto him. Lord, speakest thou this 
parable unto us, or even to all ! And the Lord said. 
Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his 
lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them 
their portion of meat in due season I Blessed is tliat 
servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so 
doing. Of a truth 1 say unto you, that he will make 
him ruler over all that he hath. But and if that ser- 
vant say in his heart. My lord delayeth his coming ; 
and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, 
and to eat and drink, and to be drunken ; the lord of 
that servant will come in a day when he looketh not 
fur him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will 
cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with 
the unbeUevers. And that servant, which knew his 
lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did ac- 
cording to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes." 

I MUST watch both for myself and for my 
flock. If I watch not for others, the blood 
of those slain by the foe of God and of souls 
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will be required at my hand*. God is no 
Laban ; but He will justly require that which 
is torn by devils, or stolen by day or night, 
by the cunning craftiness of those who lie in 
wait to deceive, if these calamities fall upon 
my flock through my carelessness ^ 

I ought to watch the times ; the varying 
forms of error; each new snare; and not 
only this, but the single temptations of each 
single sheep. 

How can I do this, if I myself am caught 
by the lusts of the world, by the popular 
heresies, the national sins, or the sins of the 
age? '^Gan the blind lead the blind! shall 
they not both fall into the ditch T' 

If I begin to eat and drink, and to be 
drunken with the drunken ', to take my tone 
from the world, to be carried away with its 
pleasures, to be immersed in things of sense, 
to join in the mad revel of the world^s mirth, 
to forget the Lord until He come — Oh how 
terrible — how endless — how hopeless the 
judgment which must come upon me ! 

• Ezek. ill 17—21 ; xxxiil 2—9. ' Gen. xxxi. 39. 
* Conf. Matt. xxiv. 49, Vvl\i WVa xa» ^^. 
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Of this the Church warned me when she 
made me a " Watchman '' for Thee, saying 
" If it shall happen the same Church, or any 
member thereof, to take any hurt or hin- 
drance by reason of your negligence, ye know 
the greatness of the fault, and also the hor- 
rible punishment which wiU ensuer It would 
be my sufficient condemnation to be so unlike 
to Thee, my Lord, who didst watch, when 
Thy disciples fled, and didst so carefully and 
tenderly foresee and provide for the perils of 
Thy followers, warning St. Peter, and the 
twelve, and even Judas» again and again of 
the dangers which only Thy watchful and 
loving eye had discerned '. And how shall I 
describe the blessedness of having watched, 
and of being found ready, I and the people 
whom Thou hast lent me ! Blessed is that 
servant, blessed to see Him for whom He 
watched ; and blessed is the everlasting glory 
which shall be given to him in that Day \ 

• 

• Matt. xxyi. 31. 34. 41. John vi. 70 ; xiii. 10 ; xvl 32. 

^ For a practical view of the question, ''When Christ 
shall come," let all who can read St. Augustine's match- 
less letter to Hesychius. Ep. cxeix. Tom. 2. Ed. Ben. 
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IN WHAT TO 6LOBY. 

Luke X. 17—20. 

^ And the seveiity returned again with joy, saying. Lord, 
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 
And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning hH 
from heaven. Behold, I give unto you power to tread 
on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy : and nothing shall by any means hurt yoo. 
Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, tiiat the spirits are 
subject unto you ; but rather rejoice, because your 
names are written in heaven." 

The disciples, full of wonder and delight at 
the powers with which they were endowed, 
seem for a while to have forgotten the Giver, 
and the object, in the gift ^. 

t « They seem rather to have rejoiced that they were 
made authors of miracles, than that they had been made 
ministers of preaching. It would have been better to re- 
joice in those whom they had taken, as Paul to those caUed 
through himself, * Ye are my rejoicing, and my crown.' " 
S. Cyril. Cat. Aur. ** Because the joy wherewith He saw 
them glad savoured of vain-glory, for they were rejoicing 
that they were exalted as it were, and were terrible to 
mea and devils, therefore t\\Q Lord added, * But rather re- 
joice,' &c." Titus BoBtr. lb. 
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Have I not done the same ; and that after 
receiving the Comforter Who was not then 
given ? How often have I taken pleasure in 
that which is only valuable for its effects; 
and, if it has any effects, is not mine, but His 
rather Who gave it ! 

Of what use is learning? or skill in argu- 
ment? or eloquence? or the power of the 
priesthood — except to win souls to God, for 
His glory, and for their salvation ? What is 
that eloquence which does not persuade? learn- 
ing which does not instruct ? argument which 
convinces not? power to act from God for 
man, who, from my defects, will not approach 
to receive the benefits intended for him by 
God? 

" It is a very rare thing for men not to take too muA 
satisfaction in the success of those works wliich God per- 
forms by us. The Apostles themselves are not proof 
against it Every state of superiority is dangerous for 
those who have from Adam inherited a desire to distin- 
guish themselves from others, and to bear rule. One is 
ready enough to own that all success comes from God ; 
but the delight and complacency one is apt to take in 
having more than another of this gift of God, and the joy 
of being taken notice of by men with this gift and because 
of this gift are deplorable effects of self-love.'^ QuesneL 

R 
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Moreover, are my powers, in fact, worthy 
at all of my boasting i The Apostles indeed 
really wrought wonders, and cast out devils, 
but do I ! Is my learning accurate I Are my 
eloquence, my power of disputation that which 
I presume to think them t If they are not — 
where then is my glory ! If they are — who 
gave them ? and for what ! If they are— do 
not evil men share these gifts with me I They 
are no signs of God's love and favour '. 

If I possess, or rather hold, any gifts in 
"^hich the carnal man might glory, then, 
unless I am abandoned to myself, I have, or 
soon shall have, an afi9iction to subdue my 
pride, lest I be exalted ^. Gtod forbid that I 
should glory save in the Cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. If I have any converts, as a 
glory and joy, God be praised. I did but 
sow, or water. He alone gave, or could give 
the increase* But, alas, how little fruit of 

* ** Let us not rejoice in the great and brilliant gifts of 
God, but only in His mercy towards us. That which may 
be common both to good and bad, and which was given to 
Judas, as well as to the other Apostles, is not that which 
should make our joy." Quesnel. 

* 2 Cor. xii. 7» 
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labour have I to show ! My gifts are mj 
shame. O that I might rejoice in something 
better ; even that my name once written in 
Heaven, when I was made an inheritor of it, 
were still surely inscribed there ! Who shall 
certify me of this t Yet, what other assu- 
rance can furnish ground for rejoicing! 
Humility shall be the ground of my hope. My 
hope shall be only in Him, who puts down 
the mighty from their seat, and lifts up the 
humble and meek. 



MEDITATION XLIV. 

THE SALT WHICH HAS LOST ITS SAVOUR. 

Luke xiv. 34, 35. 

** Salt is good : but if the salt have lost his savour, where- 
with shall it be seasoned 1 It is neither fit for the land^ 
nor yet for the dunghill ; but men cast it out. He tliat 
hath ears to hear, let him hear." 

" The salt of Christian wisdom, which con- 
sists in haying a relish only for heavenly 
things, ought to be very lively and ardent in 
priests. It belongs to them to impart this 

b2 
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relish to others ; but if they have once lost it, 
how difficult it is to recover. This relish and 
this wisdom seldom return when the relish 
and wisdom of the world have taken their 

place O Jesus, Eternal Wisdom, 

wholesome salt of souls, pattern of Christian 
humility and source of true peace, give me a 
relish for God, for humility, and for peace ; 
preserve in me whatever comes from Thee, 
and consume the corruption which proceeds 
from myself*/' 

I ask myself this question. Does the 
world give to me its savour, or do I impart 
the savour of Christ to the world? If I 
am savourless of Christ, who are they that 
shall cast me out! The Angels. And 
whence! From Heaven. And who shall 
tread me under foot ! Men now, and devils 
for ever. I shall be worthily despised in 
time, and through all eternity. 

Blessed Jesus, Thou wast, indeed, salt 
to a corrupt and perishing world. Be so to 
me, and to Thy people through me. 

• * Q^uesnel on 'Nl&rVL \x.. AS» 
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HARD CASES. 

Matt. xvii. 21. 

^'Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and 

fasting." 

Why is still in schism, divided from 

Christ by being divided from His body the 

Church ? Why is still a heretic ? and 

living in open sin I and so care- 
less? and so lost in pleasures! and 

immersed in gains ? Why is the quar- 
rel between and still unhealed! 

O my God, is this my fault! This kind 
goeth not out, these sins which are the work 
of evil spirits, will not depart without prayer 
and fasting on the part oif those whose office 
it is to cast them out. 

" He who bewails not the sins of his people, 
and does not by his own tears, make as it 
were some amends for their impenitency, is 
not worthy to be their mediator with God, 
Gracious God, look down m TCk'et^'^ '^^\i. ^^^ 

ii3 
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miserable case of these whom I now pre- 
sent before Thee. Touch their hearts most 
powerfully from above, that they may see 
before it be too late, the danger of living 
without God in the world, for Jesus Chrises 
sake. Amen *.''' 
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WEARINESS. 

John iv. 6. 

^ Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat 

thus on the well." 

" Not in vain is the Power of God fatigued ; 
for not in vain is He weary through Whom 
the weary are refreshed ; for not in vain is 
He fatigued Who, if He desert us, we are 
weary, if He is present, we are made 
strong'.*" How great must have been the 

^ Sac. Priv., Sunday Med., p. 102 

' S. Aug. Tr. XV. 8. 6, in Johan. Evan. cap. iv. He 
however takes Christ's weariness, not as ahove ; hut as an 
expression of His humiliation as man ; and again in ai\* 
other mo»t beautiful passage, Liber de Div. Qua^st. Ixiv. 
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weariness of my Master in those long jour- 
neys, those pressings of the multitude during 
which He had no leisure so much as to 
eat'! 

But greater still the weariness of the Soul, 
as when He cried, "How long shall I be 
with you? How long shall I suflFer youT^ 
^^ How am I straitened till it be accom- 
plished M" 

Shame on me for my heavy steps and heavy 
heart! Shall I be weary, and faint, and 
downcast, and inactive, who have such a 
Master, and who labour so little for Him 
who toiled so much for me ! 

Jesus, be Thou my Strength, and my Re- 
pose ; my Power, and Energy, and Vigour ; 
yet my Refreshment, and my Rest. May I 
go forth in Thee, and continually repose in 
Thee, walk with Thee, and sit the while at 
Thy feet. My Refuge from the blast, my 
Shadow from the heat, my sheltering Rock, 
my Well of water, let me ever rest in Thee, 
but without Thee never. 

8 Mark vi. 31. 

^ Matt. xvii. 17* Luke xii. 50. 
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FALLING BACK. 



Lnke ix. 62. 



'* And Jesus said nnto him, No man, having pnt his han 
to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdoi 
of God." 

" Many that are first shall be last.'' Wh 
shall be sure, when an apostle was a traitor 
When one who heard and saw Christ day b; 
day, wrought His miracles, and kissed Hi 
Face; when such an one fell, who is sur 
to stand ! 

But I have to dread, not only an entir 
falling away, but any degree of it, which t 
myself or others may be the beginning c 
relapse. Nothing is more hurtful to the soi 
than to abandon any of its holy resolution 
or practices ; to give up an act of devotio: 
or of self-denial ; to become less strict, les 
zealous than before. 

It is indeed lawful, and at times expedieni 
to exchange one act of devotion for another 
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one observance or practice, labour or self- 
denial, for another of equal fervour ; but to 
recede in spiritual eflfort is to begin a down- 
ward course, of which none can foresee the 
end but God. I may be swept away by the 
stream, which I no longer ascend, into the 
great flood of iniquity, the whirlpool of vain 
and sinful pleasures, or covetousness, which 
may drown me. in perdition. 

That which is so perilous to me is the same 
to my people. If they see me fall back and 
become less earnest, give up my eflForts, grow 
cold and dull ; if they behold me abandon my 
work, imless they can perceive that it is from 
no want of zeal, but only to substitute some- 
thing more eflPective, how can I tell the con- 
sequences to them of such an example! How 
shall I answer for it i 

O may my conscience never reproach me 
whilst I say to others, as from Christ, " I 
have somewhat against thee, because thou 
hast left thy first love. Eemember therefore 
from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and 
do the first works ; or else I will come unto 
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thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick 
out of his place, except thou repent ^J" 

Do Thou, Blessed Jesus, the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever, because always 
perfect, save me from this disgrace and peril. 
Make me stable and constant in Thee. 
Grant me not to go back, but rather to ad- 
vance '' as the shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day.^ 



MEDITATION XLVIII. 

CONSIDERATION FOR OTHERS. 

Matt. ix. 16, 17- Mark iv. 33. John xvL 12. 

** No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old gar- 
ment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from 
the garment, and the rent is made worse. Neither do 
men put new wine into old bottles : else the bottles 
brvak, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish : 
but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are 
preserved." 

1 Rev. ii. 4, 5. 
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^ And with many such parables spake he the word unto 
them, as they were able to hear it." 

** J have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now." 

The forethought, tenderness, and considera- 
tion of Jesus for the infirmities of the weak, 
are my pattern. His apostles copied it. He 
fed with milk those who were not fit for 
meat, and was gentle among them, even as a 
nurse cherisheth her children '. 

I seem to gather hence these rules for my 
own guidance : — 

1. That which Christ and His apostles 
taught or prescribed is absolutely and im- 
mutably binding. The doctrines and laws 
of the Church are also obligatory upon me, 
since She governs her children for Christ, 
and I am pledged to them by a solemn con* 
sent, and because through her only comes 
my authority to teach. These then, always 
to be aimed at, and ultimately to be at- 
tained, are yet to be taught and enforced 
gradually, watchfully, and with the greatest 

« I Cor. iii. 2. 1 Thess. ii. 7- 
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tenderness and love. I am to labour by 
address and by afTection to make them ac- 
ceptable. I am to bring in nothing harshly and 
suddenly ; to respect language, and customs, 
which, although faulty, seem to have the 
sanction of prescription. I am to explain, to 
prepare the way, to smooth difficulties, to 
soften prejudices, to wait long, to watch my 
time, to be gentle, and patient, and loving, 
remembering not only the patience and con- 
sideration of my Master, but how impatient 
I myself should be, if a harsh rule were sud- 
denly imposed upon me; how disturbed I 
myself am whenever my own principles and 
practices are rejected by others. 

2. If this be so with principles and usages 
which are certainly good and binding; how 
much more temperate, careful, slow, conced- 
ing I ought to be in bringing in any^improve- 
ments which seem to me desirable, but may 
not be so ; which may break up the devotional 
habits of my congregation; unsettle them, 
as well as pain them ; and which I am not 
bound in duty to enforce. 

3. I ought to be very careful not to lead 
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my people on to doctrines or devotional acts 
beyond themselves ; to which they have not 
yet grown; which they can scarcely com- 
prehend ; which may make them unreal and 
heady ; and from which hereafter may arise a 
mischievous reaction. 

But, most patient and loving Teacher : 
O Wisdom equal to Love, and Love equal to 
Wisdom, instruct me always how to apply 
these principles, if they are right ; and to cor- 
rect them, if they are wrong. Teach me when 
to advance, and when to wait ; when to yield, 
and when to stand. Give me grace so to teach 
and act, that neither by haste, nor by sloth ; 
neither by rashness, nor timidity, I may 
hinder the progress of true religion, and the 
return of this people to Catholic unity of 
doctrine and of discipline; that, yet once 
more, before Thou comest, we and all Thy 
whole Church on earth may with one mind, 
and one mouth, glorify God. 
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LOVE OF PRE-EMINENCE. 

Mark ix. 33—37. Luke xxii. 24— 27. John xiii. 13— 17. 

'' And he came to Capernaum : and heing in the house he 
asked them, What was it that ye disputed among your- 
selves hy the way ! But they held their peace : for hy 
the way they had disputed among themselves, who 
should be the greatest. And he sat down, and called 
the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to 
be first, the same shall be last of ail, and servant of all. 
And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them : 
and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto 
them. Whosoever shall receive one of such children in 
my name, receiveth me : and whosoever shall receive 
me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me." 

''And there was also a strife among them, which of them 
should be accounted the greatest. And he said unto 
them. The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over 
them ; and they that exercise authority upon them are 
called benefactors. But ye shall not be so : but he that 
is greatest among you, let him be as the younger ; and 
he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For whether 
is greater, he that utteth at meaty or he that serveih t 
is not he that sitteth at meat ? but I am among you as 
he that serveth." 

<' Ye call me Master and Lord : and ye say well ; for so I 
am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 
jrour feet ; ye also ought to wash one another's feet 
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For I have given yon an example, that ye should do as 
I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
The servant is not greater than his lord ; neither he 
that is sent greater than he that sent him. If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them." 

How shall I venture to think myself free 
from this peril of ambition, when the holy 
company of the Apostles were not ; no not 
even after the announcement of Christ's suf- 
ferings, and the washing of their feet by the 
Lord of glory I 

O, Blessed Jesus, let Thy words for ever 
ring in my ears, "Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.^' O may 
Thy example for ever appear before my eyes, 
Thy incomparable sweetness and humility, 
when Thou didst stoop to wash the feet of 
Thy disciples. 

Let others be leaders; others speak; 
others get the credit ; others inile ; be praised, 
and be preferred. Let me rather abide in 
silence, and in secret with Thee; speaking 
and coming forward, only when need is; only 
when Thou shalt seem to bid me ; and gladly 

s2 
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retiring again to Thee; yea into Thee. 
Let me esteem others better than myself, 
and rejoice when they are honoured and re- 
warded. The hope of Thy praise be hence- 
forth my desire; the consciousness of Thy 
approval my consolation. Thou hast set the 
example: add yet this further grace that I 
may be able to follow it. 



MEDITATION L. 

THE CROSS MY STRENGTH. 

John xii. 32. 

*' And T^ if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

men unto me." 

By Thy Cross, my Saviour, Thou didst pre- 
vail, and can I hope to succeed by any thing 
else ? It is the Tree of life ; the rod of 
Moses, and of Aaron; the branch which 
sweetened the bitter waters; the spear of 
Joshua. It draws all men to it, as the iron 
was lifted up from the depths to the wood ; 
as the brazen serpent on the pole attracted 
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all men'^s eyes, and healed their wounds. On 
the Gross Thou didst stretch forth Thy pierced 
Hands, embracing with one Thine ancient 
people, and the Gentiles with the other*. 
Truly by Thy Cross didst Thou draw all men 
unto Thee; the penitent thief; the Centu^ 
rion ; the timid Joseph and Nicodemus ; and 
after them in their steps penitents, heathens, 
timid, rich, great, all who have formed the 
Church through nineteen centuries, and all 
who shall be admitted into her fold before 
the end. 

Surely it can only be by holding up this 
ensign to the world that truth and holiness 
may hope to triumph. The Cross of Christ 
signed on the infantas forehead, and ever 
after impressed upon its memory ; the Cross 
of Christ in preaching ; the Cross of Christ 
exhibited in the unbloody Sacrifice ; the 
Cross of Christ set forth as the hope of peni- 
tents, the comfort of the afflicted, the only 
hope and stay of the dying — this is my uni- 
versal shield, sword, staff, medicine, and balm 

3 S. Athan., De Incarn. Verbi Dei. 
S3 
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of consolation. But how is the Gross best 
seen and known! Surely in the crucified 
lives of its professors. 

. I hear the words of One who loved and bare 
It ; but I scarce understand them, still less 
perform them. Ah, I can only comprehend 
the saying by performing the action. The 
knowledge of the Gross is given only to the 
crucified. 

Let Thy Apostle speak, and let a worthier 
than I explain. Thus then St. Paul. " God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the Gross 
of our Lord Jesus Ghrist, by whom the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world ;^^ 
and thus a holy man expounds : — 

'^ Mihi mundus crucifixus est, ut me non 
teneat : et ego mundo, ut eum non teneam : 
quia nee mundus in me aliquid cognoscit, nee 
ego in mundo aliquid cupio V 

If, because the world is dead to me by the 
Gross of Ghrist, it holds me dead to it ; no 
longer thinks me one who can be tempted by 
its honours, its riches, its comforts, and iU 

* HervsDUs in loc. 
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pleasures ; then, indeed, the Cross of Christ 
is set forth in me mightily, and by its evident 
power men will be drawn to Him who was 
lifted up to die, that He might lift them up 
from death. 

But, alas ! how far am I from this ! The 
world judges, and rightly judges, that it still 
has charms, and baits, and snares, for me. 
It beholds not the Cross in me, sweeten- 
ing all sorrows, sobering all joys, calming 
all provocations ; and hence I fail to preach 
the Cross. 

By whatsoever disappointments, vexations, 
losses, pains, bereavements I have yet to 
learn Thy Cross, my crucified Jesus, yet let 
me learn it ; when, and as Thou wilt. Lift 
me up to It, and by It ; and lift up others 
with me to Thyself. 
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THE WILL OF GOD. 

John iv. 34 ; V. 19 ; tI 38. 

^ Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me, and to finish his work." 

^ Then answered Jesns and said unto them, Verily, Terily, 
I say unto yon, The Son can do nothing of himself, but 
what he seeth the Father do : for what things soever he 
doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise." 

*^ For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will^ 
but the will of him that sent me." 

I AM instructed that the obedienee of the 
Son was partly the obedience of mankind in 
Him on our behalf, and partly that subordi- 
nation in the Eternal Trinity, which consists 
with perfect equality. The Father alone is 
neither begotten, nor proceedeth. This obe- 
dience implies no inferiority, where all Three 
Persons are coeternal together, and coequal, 
the Godhead one, the Glory equal, the 
Majesty coeternal. '^Non alia Pater, alia 
Filius facit, sed eadem opera sunt Patris et 
Filiu . . • Ne forte eadem, sed dissimiliter : 
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eadem ihquit et similiter (ofjLolwg, S. John v. 
19). . . . Audit Filius et videt Filius, et 
ipsa visio et auditio Filius : et hoc est illi 
audire quod esse, et hoc est illi videre quod 
esse.'' The will of the Father and the Son 
are one, Their action one, in the unity of 
Their Nature *. This entire oneness of will 
with the will of my God ; although I cannot 
attain unto it, is notwithstanding like God's 
perfection, my pattern and example. I 



' S. Augustine, from whom the above words are quoted^ 
argues out this at length (in Johannis Evang. eap. v. 
Tract, xviii.). He wrests the passage out of the hands of 
the Arians ; showing how utterly untenable is the earthly 
idea of the Son imitating the Father ; how it breaks down, 
not only as every earthly conception of the Godhead must 
do, but as being inconsistent with Scripture. On the danger 
of viewing such passages as that discussed, through an 
earthly medium, he says, *' Jam quomodo faciat Deus quis 
novit 1 Non dico quomodo fecerit mundum, sed quomodo 
fecerit oculum tuum, cui camaliter iuhserens visibilia 
invisibilibus comparas. Talia enim de Deo cogitas, qualia 
hie oculis videre consuesti. Si autem istis oculis videri 
posset Deus, non diceret, Beati mundo corde, quia ipsi 
Deum videbunt. Ergo babes oculum corporis ad^viden- 
dum fabrum, sed nondum habes oculum cordis ad viden- 
dum Deum : ideo quod soles videre in fabro, transferre vis 
ad Deum. Pone in terra terrena, sursum cor.*' § 6.- 
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should entirely obey and fulfil God^s com- 
mandments, and this obedience should be 
that of my will, that of entire submission, 
conformity to the wisdom of God howsoever 
He expresses it to me. 

There is a will to be done, and a will to be 
suffered ; and Thou, Blessed Jesus, art my 
pattern in both. '^ I do always such things 
as please Him." " O my Father, if this cup 
may not pass away from Me, except I drink 
it. Thy will be done." 

Be my first care to obey ; not to have a 
will of my own, as if I were wiser than God : 
not to sacrifice with Saul, nor to touch the 
ark with Uzza, nor to spare God^s foes with 
Ahab. Neither let me neglect to do God''8 
will, as the Pharisees neglected the weightier 
matters, whilst they acted beyond His will in 
washing of cups, and tithing of herbs. Let 
no fiery self-born zeal prompt me, like Saul, 
to slay the Gibeonites, whom God would not 
have slain ; no worldly interest nor policy lead 
me to spare the Amalekites^ whom He would 
not have spared. 

Are not warnings on warnings recorded 
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against wisdom in our own eyes ! Alas, 
how many schisms and heresies owe their 
beginnings to disobedience! Men thought 
to act wisely, when they acted unlawfully; 
and now the wretched result proves their 
folly as well as their sin. May nothing ever 
induce me to sacrifice God''s laws, or any 
portion of the Catholic Faith to my fears, 
or to a fond hope of some benefit, when bless- 
ings come only from Him. May I so love 
Him with all my heart, mind, soul, and 
strength, that I may love His entire will, 
each and all of His holy commandments ; and 
that thus my every power may be in har- 
mony with His wisdom, my reason assenting 
to, and my affections desiring whatever He 
bids. 

This loving obedience will enable me to 
suffer God's will as well as to do it. It doe^ 
not seem to be His purpose to make men 
good in spite of themselves, but by their 
consent*. I shall have fulfilled then His 
will, when I have done what I can to spread 

' Butler's Analogy, Part I. cbap. ii. p. 41 ; chap. v. p. 
125. Oxford, 1836. 
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His Truth and His Righteousness with how- 
ever little success. 

Great as his work was, innumerable as his 
converts, St. Paul seems to console himself 
at the last with his faithfulness, not with the 
effects of it'. It may be Thy will, O my 
God, yea, it seems to be, to show me my 
nothingness, my uselessness, by continual fail- 
ure; but Thy will be done. Only let me 
obey, and the rest I would not keep in my 
hands. I would not take myself out of Thy 
hands, no not for a moment. Thou knowest; 
Thou wiliest the best : let then Thy will be 
accomplished by me and in me ; and let me 
never fly from Thee, nor shipwreck my soul 
by seeking to escape from the task which 
Thou wouldst lay on me *. 

^^ Domine, dummodo voluntas mea recta et 
firma ad te permaneat, fac de me, quidquid 
Tibi placuerit. 

" Non enim potest nisi bonum, quidquid de 
me feceris. 

" Si me vis esse in tenebris, sis benedictus : 
et si me vis esse in luce, sis iterum benedic- 

^ 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. « Jonah. . 
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tus. Si me dignaris consolari, sis benedictus : 
et si me vis tribulari, sis seque semper bene- 
dictus*;^ 

O Blessed, Blessed Jesus, how can one 
who has seen Thee at Gethsemane in the 
mirror of Thy Gospel, and who hopes to 
behold Thee in the glory to which it con- 
ducted, have any way of his own to goodness 
and happiness ! O how can I withhold my 
heart from Thee ? How can I have any will 
or purpose but Thine ? O in order that Thou 
mayest be mine, may I now be Thine ! Take 
my judgment, affections, and will ; bend them, 
purge them, and mould them to Thyself, that 
nothing may separate me from Thee, nor 
from the Father, by Thee, through the Spirit. 

' Im. Christ, lib. iii. cap. xvii. 



i 
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THE FRUIT OF HUMILIATION. 

Luke xxiL 28, 29. 

^ Ye are they which have contiiiiied with me in my temp- 
tations. And I appoint nnto yon a kingdom, as my 
Father hath appointed unto me.' 



» 



" What hill was this which Thou chosedst 
(for the Ascension) but the Mount of Olives ! 
... On this very hill was the Bloody Sweat 
of Thine Agony ; now it is the Mount of Thy 
triumph ; from this Mount of Olives did flow 
that oil of gladness wherewith Thy Church is 
everlastingly refreshed : that God that uses 
to punish us in the same kind wherein we 
have offended, retributes also to us in the 
same kind and circumstances wherein we 
have been afflicted. To us also, O Saviour, 
even to us. Thy unworthy members, dost 
Thou seasonably vouchsafe to give a propor- 
tionate joy to our heaviness, laughter to our 
mourning, glory to contempt and shame ; 
our Agonies shall be answered with exaltation. 
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. . . Lo, those only were thought worthy to 
behold Thy Majestical Ascent, who had been 
partners with Thee in Thy humiliation. Still 
Thou wilt have it thus with us, Saviour, 
and we embrace the condition : if we will 
converse with Thee in Thy lowly estate here 
upon earth, wandering with Thee through 
contempt and manifold afflictions, we shall 
be made happy with the sight and communion 
of Thy Glory above »." 
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THE PRAISE OF THE WORLD THE CON- 
DEMNATION OF GOD. 

Luke vi. 26. 
^ Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you ! '' 

If I am of the world, the world will love its 
own. If having been chosen out of the world, 
I continue to renounce it, and set myself 
against it, the world will therefore hate me ^. 

^ Bp. Hall's Contemplations. The Ascension. 
* John XV. 18, 19. 

T 2 



\ 



208 MEDITATION LIII.. 

The favour of the mass of men is only to bo 
bought at the sacrifice of truth or holiness '• 
If the world hated Christ because He told it 
the truth ^9 it must needs hate me also if I 
do the same. If it do not hate me, then woe 
to me as a false teacher. To concede to 
prevailing heresies ^9 vices, soft and popular 
sins ; not to protest ; to be no hindrance to 
men'*s doing and believing what they will, if 
this be always popular ;- so must the contrary 
course be odious to the world. If men call 
on us to " prophesy smooth things,**' " peace 
when there is no peace,"*"* they must and will 
hate us when we cry aloud, " spare not,"" and 
" rebuke."*' 

Why should I dwell on this ? It is clearer 

* ^'^ When all men, &c.' It being a sign the world is 
pleased with you and your doctrine and way of life at the 
expense of Christ and His Gospel." Bp. Wilson. Notes 
on the Holy Scriptures. 
. * John viii. 40. 

' S. Ambrose applies the text to the yielding to courtly 
influence at the Synod of Ariminum. '* Nonne tibi videtur 
his dicere, qui dudum in Ariminensi Concilio perfidae pree- 
varicationis auctores, dum Imperatoris gratiam sequuntur, 
Dei gratiam perdiderunt 1" He did not yield to an em- 
peror. 
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than the sun, and more certain than the earth 
on which I am standing. What I need is 
wisdom and grace. 

(1) Wisdom to know when the censure of 
men deserves my attention, and when it does 
not. Very careful indeed ought I to be lest by 
any imprudence, or haste, or harshness I make 
the Gospel of Christ an offence ; nor ought I 
to look on the whole world as an enemy, and 
set my face sternly against it, rough and cold 
in spirit and manner ; but to be gentle and 
winning, unbending against the errors and 
sins of men, yet not to the men themselves ; 
" all things to all men '** when I may, with- 
standing the highest " to the face,'' when I 
am required by duty. This wisdom I be- 
seech of Thee, who " givest to all men libe- 
rally," the "wisdom which cometh from 
above," "gentle and easy to be entreated,'' 
that I may estrange no one, nor add to the 
temptations of the weak, nor make myself a 
fals e artyr for want of charity or discretion ; 
and further, I also entreat 

(2) Grace to set " my face as a flint," and 
not to be "careful to answer" kings in a 

T 3 I 
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matter, when my course is clear ; not to heed 
reproaches, nor contempt, nor hatred, nor 
opposition, nor injury, nor loss, nor danger ; 
when Thou, my Bock, my Tower, my Shield, 
art at my side. May I give ^^ none occasion 
to the adversary to speak reproachfully,*" 
^'provide things honest in the sight of all 
men ;'*^ and then suspecting myself if I am 
popular, and humbUng myself before Thee ; 
if unpopular, casting myself on Thee, and 
counting it a very small thing to be judged of 
men, when Thy judgment is yet to pass upon 
all, upon my foes and me equally, so may I 
abide in a peace of awe and belief '. 

Let me stand upon Mount Ebal, and say, 
" Woe unto him through whom the offence 
cometh ! Woe unto you when all men speak 
well of you ! "^ and upon Mount Gerizim, saying, 
"^^ Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely for my sake. Be* 
joice and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in Heaven." 

» 1 Cor. iv. 3-5. 
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JESUS REJOICING. 

Luke X. 21. 

** In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes : even so. Father ; for sq 
it seemed good in thy sight." 

It is a rare thing to see Jesus rejoicing; 
'^ The blessed Jesus had never but two days 
of triumph in His life, the one was on His 
Transfiguration upon Mount Tabor, the 
other His riding into the Holy City. But 
that it may appear how little were His joys 
and present outward complacencies, in the 
day of His Transfiguration Moses and Eh'as 
appeared to Him, telling Him what great 
things He was to suffer, and in the day of 
His riding into Jerusalem, He wet the palms 
with a dew sweeter than the moistures upon 
Mount Hermon, or the drops of Manna. 
Trying to allay the little warmth of a spring- 
ing joy, He let down a shower of tears, i 
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weeping over undone Jerusalem, on the day 
of His triumph, leaving it disputable whether 
He felt more joy or sorrow in the acts of His 
love ';' 

Jesus does, however, rejoice in the wisdom 
of God shown in hiding Himself from the 
proud, and in His mercy to the humble. 

I too, all unworthy, amidst many sor- 
rows, enjoy many undeserved pleasures ; not 
only the sweet sense of His love, the peace 
and confidence of faith, and the joy of hope ; 
but refreshing consolations by the sight of 
His grace working in them that believe. 

Kind looks and grateful returns ; signs of 
progress in some of my flock ; observation of 
the mystery of godliness revealed unto babes ; 
common worship ; common hopes, loves, and 
desires ; how sweet are these blessings ! how 
refreshing ! inspiriting ! strengthening ! 

None but the priest can know the happi- 
ness of seeing the hard heart softened, the 
obdurate sinner changed. None but he can 
tell the comfort of seeing careless ones, long 

^ Jeremy Taylor's Life of Christy Part iii. § xy. 



JESUS REJ0ICIK6. 213 

invited, long refusing, kneel at last, and with 
fervour receive the Food of life and the par- 
doning Blood. The pleasure of beholding the 
happy guileless loving faces which greet us in 
the school- room : the exultation and lifting 
up of heart at Christmas, Easter, Ascension, 
Whitsuntide, when with our beloved we 
rejoice together ; — these are peculiar joys 
for us, special favours, gleams of everlasting 
light. 

Only may I, Blessed Jesus, always rejoice 
like Thee, rejoice before God ; give all the 
glory to Him ; and go on my way with greater 
alacrity, not counting the pilgrimage over, 
not resting in glimpses of Zion, but speeding 
onwards to Thee with whom true lasting joy 
alone can be found ! 



i 
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WORK WHILE IT IS DAT. 

John ix. 4. 

** I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is 
day : the night cometh, when no man ean work." 

Old age hastens on^ if I live untS it come ; 
in which the eye is dull, and the limbs are 
slow; and the reason perhaps beeomes less 
clear; and then to it, or before it, hastens 
death. Now, I perform a portion of the ser- 
yice; another takes it up and finishes it; 
but then another will succeed me entirely; 
and I shall sing, and pray, and preach, 
and labour no more for ever. Now, I go 
before the corpse and it follows. Then, I 
shall be the corpse, and another will lead me 
out to the grave. Now, I stand and pray, 
and preach, and oifer, where many priests 
have before me stood, and preached, and 
offered ; then, I shall have passed away, like 
those that are gone, and my place will know 
me no more. 
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In that day my book will be closed ; the 
work done, and the work left undone will be 
registered for ever. If any souls might 
have been recalled, and I was silent ; might 
have been instructed, and I neglected them ; 
might have been saved by holy counsel from 
perils to come, and I did not give it; then 
the night will have come upon me in which 
no man can work, however much I may too 
late desire to do so. 

O my lost hours, which have run up into 
lost days, and weeks, and months, and years, 
how shall I bear the thought of you then ? O 
my neglects, my mistakes, my infirmities, 
my sins ministerial, let me face you now, 
and not then. O these precious days re- 
maining, precious hours, precious priceless 
minutes, give me the grace. Blessed Jesus, 
to use them before Thou takest them from 
me. Thou unwearied Shepherd, Thou whose 
life was one work, and is now rest and glory 
eternal ! 



i 
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MEETING AGAIN. 

John xvii. 24. 

'' Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, 

be with me where I am." 

The meeting of long parted friends on earth 
is happy beyond words;, still more will be 
that of those, who having been separated by 
death are reunit'ed for ever by Resurrection. 
But what shall be the. reunion of a shepherd 
and his flock, of a spiritual father and his 
children ! What shall it be to see the wasted 
body of the sufferer made as beautiful as his 
soul, when Christ the Resurrection and the 
Life appears, the renewal of both? What 
shall it be to see the soul once black with 
sin, who poured her guilty secrets into the 
ear of a spiritual father in confession, absolved 
in Heaven as on earth, and whiter than the 
snow? What unspeakable rapture will it 
not be to behold Christ'^s little ones, ready to 
sing the hymns above which they practised 
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here below^ and to satisfy the desire of learn* 
ing which was here implanted or cherished, 
and in Heaven shall find eternal occupation 
in an ever-increasing knowledge of the wis- 
dom and goodness of a Heavenly Father! 
What words can tell the rest of spirit, and 
calm delight of beholding those for whom we 
toiled, and watched, and sorrowed, and were 
worn with anxiety, for ever safe, for ever in 
Heaven ? 

Forgive me. Blessed Jesus, if I err through 
desire of this bliss, speaking as though it 
would surely be mine. Forgive me if I err iu 
using Thy words as mine. For I vehemently 
desire, whilst I thus meditate. O that I al- 
ways thus desired, and therefore that these 
thoughts were not unreal, beyond me, and 
undeserved. Yet now, whilst thinking of 
Thy words, and of that bliss, I pray that my 
happiness may not be without that of those 
whom Thou hast given me here, for a time, 
that they may be mine as brethren for ever 
and ever. Neither, I beseech Thee, let their 
bliss be without mine. I pray that they whom 
Thou hast given me be with me in Heaven. 

u 
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Let them be part of my joy, my crown of re- 
joicing in Thy Presence at Thy coming®; let 
them rejoice with me. Let us again together 
sing; together contemplate Thy love and 
goodness; together feed not upon Sacraments, 
but upon Thee without a sacrament to veil 
Thee. Let us be fellow-learners, fellow-wor- 
shippers, fellow-servants, fellow-saints, fellow- 
citizens, brethren in our Father''s home. 

I know that this can only be through the 
merits of Thy Intercession. I know that, as 
Ood is only our Father because He is Thy 
Father, and our God as Thine*, so my 

« 1 Thess. ii. 19. 

* John XX. ]7> '^Non ait^ Patrem nostrom : alitor ergo 
meam, aliter vestmm ; naturft meum^ gratift yestmni. £t 
Deum memn^ et Deum vestmm. Neque hie dixit Deum 
nostrum ; ergo et hie aliter meum^ aliter vestram ; Deum 
meum sub quo et ego homo sum, Deum vestmm inter quos 
et ipsum mediator sum." S. Aug. In Johan. £v. Tract, 
cxxi. § 3. Thus Bp. Andrewes. Before the Incarnation 
" His (Father) was His, and ours was ours, and His His 
own, and ours to ourselves, and there an end. No relation 
either to other, no interest either in other. But now 
Meum is made vestmm, and vestrum Meum. His ouxs, 
and ours His, interchangeably .... That His Father 
may be our Father, no remedy but our Grod must firit be 
Hjb God/* Serm. xvL Of the Resurrection. 
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office, my intercession, and this my last re- 
quest have no virtue nor power but as they 
are like unto Thine, and included in Thine. 
But this is my very hope and my confidence. 
Thou wilt not suffer him who prays in Thy 
words, with faith in Thy merits, to depart 
unheard and unhelped. Surely Thou wilt 
hear me, and my Father will hear me : Yea, 
the Father will hear me for Thy sake \ and 
thus I may hope, that both shepherd and sheep 
shall come to the Heavenly Pastures; to 
drink of the waters of comfort; and to be 
numbered with those whose names Thou, 
Lord, knowest, and who then shall know 
Thee as Thou knowest them '. 

1 John xvi. 26, 27. 

* The Author did not Tenture to vrite thus except on 
his knees. 
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THE REWARD. 

John xiv. 2, 3. 28 ; xvii. 11. 

^ In my Father's house are many mansions : if it were not 
80, 1 would haye told you. I go to prepare a place for 
yuu. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself ; that where I 
am, there ye may be also .... Ye have heard how I 
said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. 
If ye luved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go 
unto the Father : for my Father is greater than I." 

^ And now I am no more in the world, but these are in 
the world, and I come to Thee." 

" A CROWN of glory that fadeth not away i^ 
^^ a crown of righteousness {^ to *' shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and as the stars 
for ever and ever C to be "ruler over all that 
Christ hath';'" these are the rewards held 
out to faithful pastors. But Thou, my God, 
Thou art my exceeding great reward. I de- 
sire to rejoice with the joy of Thy disciples, 
when they saw Thee after Thy Resurrection. 

* 1 Pet. V. 4. 2 Tim. iv. 8. Dan. xii. 3. Luke xii. 44. 
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^^ Then were the disciples glad when they 
saw the Lord."" Thee I desire, or would de- 
sire. Heaven were not Heaven without 
Thee. Thou makest Heaven, Thou art 
Heaven. God is the Eternal sun, and all 
created beings do but attend Him their 
glorious Centre, the Father of lights. 

O how little shall I think, if by an unspeak- 
able mercy I obtain a share in that unme- 
rited bliss ; — how little shall I think of the 
toils, anxieties, and disappointments which 
now distress me ; when Jesus has taken His 
ministers apart to rest themselves, not for a 
^hile, but for ever, in Himself, their true, 
their eternal Best. If there could be sorrow 
there, it would be that I had ever cared for 
these transient griefs, or had been led aside, 
or delayed by earthly comforts, pleasures, or 
gains. These things let me weep now, that 
I may attain that state where weeping must 
cease. These let me weep, whilst sorrow 
avails ; that I may reach the life where sorrow 
is not. 

O that I might, in spite of all, in spite of 
what I have been, and still am, in spite of 

u3 
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all, be admitted to see those Martyrs whose 
memories I now celebrate ; those Prophets 
and Apostles whose words I now read ; and 
who shine forth as stars upon this dark night 
of ours. O that I may behold the Sun, when 
He ariseth in His Strength for ever ; not, as 
the wicked, to be consumed by His bright- 
ness, but as the righteous, to be illumined 
and glorified by His light. I say not. What 
shall I then need ! But, How shall I suffice 
to receive the bliss of Heaven. How shall 
the finite aim at containing the Infinite! 
But in that day, for ever day, mortality will 
be swallowed up of life ; and Ood will con- 
tain those who cannot contain Him, and 
will enlarge their love for ever and ever to 
enjoy Him more and more fully. 

" In Te uno Domino mea firma adhgesio, 
atque finis mei felix consummatio ; et precor 
Te ut ad ilium convivium coelestis glorise me 
miserum et indignum peccatorem perducere 
digneris; ubi Tu, Ohriste, es Lux Vera, 
Satietas plena, Jucunditas perfecta, consum- 
mata Felicitas, et Sanctis Tuis gaudium 
sempiternum, Qui cum Patre et Spiritu 
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Sancto vivis et regnas in ssecula sseculorum. 
Amen.*" Missale Ebor. 



FUETHER PRAYERS 

SUITABLE TO THE CLERGY. 

Grant to me, I beseech Thee, O Ahnighty 
and Merciful God, ardently to desire, pru- 
dently to search out, truthfully to acknow- 
ledge, and perfectly to fulfil whatever is 
pleasing to Thee. 

Order my condition to the praise and 
glory of that Name ; and what Thou requirest 
me to do, grant that I may know, be able, 
and wiU ; and grant me grace to do it as I 
ought, and as may further my salvation. 

Let my way to Thee be, I beseech Thee, 
safe, right, onward, and perfect ; not faltering 
either in prosperity or adversity, not lifted 
up by prosperity nor depressed by adversity. 
In prosperity may I give Thee thanks, in 
adversity preserve patience. Let me not re- 
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joice or grieve at any thing, save as it leadeth 
to Thee, or from Thee. May I seek to please 
no one, and fear to displease no one, save 
Thee. 

Grant that I may do all things in charity ; 
and whatsoever appertaineth not to Thy 
service, to count as dead. Grant that I may 
not perform my actions out of custom, but 
refer them to Thee with devotion. 

May all passing things be valueless in my 
sight for the sake of Thee ; and all that is 
Thine precious to me, and Thou, my God, 
more than all. May all labour which is for 
Thee, be sweet to me, and all rest wearisome 
which is not in Thee. 

Grant unto me, O most sweet Lord, fre- 
quently and fervently to lift up my heart unto 
Thee, and whereinsoever I fail, to make 
amends by sorrow, with full purpose of cor- 
recting it. 

my God, make me humble without feign- 
edness, cheerful without relaxedness, grave 
without dejection, sober-minded without hea- 
viness, active without lightness, truthful 
without double-mindedness, fearful without 
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despair, hopeful in Thee without presumption, 
chaste without any taint, reprove my neigh- 
bour without displeasure, and build him up 
by word and example without elation, be 
obedient without gainsaying, patient without 
murmuring. 

Give me, most sweet Jesus, an ever- 
watchful heart, which no restless imagination 
may ever lead away from Thee; stedfast, 
which no unworthy affection may draw down 
from Thee ; dauntless, which no tribulation 
may tire out ; free, which no vehement plea* 
sure may make its own ; upright, which no 
sinister intention may turn aside. 

Vouchsafe to me, O my most sweet God, 
an understanding to know Thee, diligence to 
seek Thee, wisdom to find Thee, a conversa- 
tion well-pleasing unto Thee, perseverance 
sweetly and trustfully awaiting Thee, trust- 
fulness which shall blessedly embrace Thee ; 
grant me to be nailed to Thy pains through 
penitence ; to use Thy blessings on the way 
through grace, and at length, in our heavenly 
home, to enter into Thy joys with glory. 
Who with, the Father, &c. (S. Thomas 
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Aquinas. Paradise for the Christian Soul. 
Part iv.) 



r^ 



PRAYER FOR THE FLOCK, 

Seeing that I have no confidence in any 
thing but Thy mercy, do Thou endue my 
mouth with power to proclaim Thy truth, 
and sanctify my work with more abundant 
richness of grace, that Thou mayest both 
save my unworthy self, and sanctify in Thy 
loving-kindness the flock committed to me. 
Whatever is conrupt in them do Thou make 
sound, whatever is vicious in me do Thou 
cure; whatever sins they have contracted 
through my guilty lukewarmness or careless- 
ness do Thou mercifully forgive. If in any 
thing they have fallen into sin, whether with 
or without my knowledge, or have fallen by 
the stumbling-block of my example, rescue 
them from their fall by the hand of Thy mercy, 
and render not to my unhappy self the 
punishment which such a fault deserves. 
But let the rebukes which I have adminis- 
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tered in censure of others conduce to their 
salvation, and let the pleading of this prayer 
recall them from the error they have com- 
mitted, that they may not endure the tor- 
ments of hell : so that Thou mayest vouchsafe 
pardon to their iniquities, and wash away the 
offence of which I have become guilty by my 
own unfitness to bear rule. Incline Thine 
ear, O Lord, to our sacrifices, and unto me, 
and those who are committed to me, in Thy 
books; whereby, together with the flock 
entrusted to me, I may both be cleansed from 
all sin, and be enabled to attain to Thee in 
peace. (From the Missal published by 
lUyricus. Ancient Collects by W. Bright, 
M.A., 1867.) 



A GENERAL PRAYER. 

Give me, O Lord, purity of lips, a clean and 
innocent heart, and rectitude of action. Give 
me humility, patience, abstinence, chastity, 
prudence, fortitude, temperance. Give me 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
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spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of 
knowledge and godliness, and of Thy fear. 
Make me ever to seek Thy Face with all my 
heart, all my soul, all my mind ; grant me to 
have a contrite and humble heart in Thy 
presence — to prefer nothing to Thy love. 
Most High, Eternal, and Ineffable Wisdom, 
drive away from me the darkness of blindness 
and ignorance ! Most High and Eternal 
Fortitude, assist me ! Most High and In- 
comprehensible Light, illuminate me ! Most 
High and Infinite Mercy, have mercy on me ! 
(Gallican temp. Charlemagne. Ibid.*) 



CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY 
EUCHARIST. 

O God, the Fountain of goodness, and Source 
of kindness. Who dost not straightway con- 
demn the sinner, but compassionately waitest 

^ The little book from which these are taken is a most 
useful companion in the Visitation of the Sick, containing 
a number of coUects, deep, full of ardent devotion, and 
very s/inple. 
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for his repentance, I beseech Thee to wipe 
away the foulness of my offences, and make 
me meet to perform the office laid upon me ; 
and that I, who have unworthily undertaken, 
and tremblingly execute, the ministration of 
Thine Altar, may be rendered strong to per- 
form it, and be found justified among those 
who have pleased Thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (Gregorian, Ibid.) 



PREACHING. 

Almighty and Everlasting God, the Source 
and Perfection of all virtues, grant us, we be- 
seech Thee, both to do what is right, and to 
preach what is true ; that both by action and 
teaching we may afford to Thy faithful people 
the instruction of Thy grace ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (Leonine, Ibid.) 
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VISITATION. 

Hear us, Holy Lord, Father Almighty, 
Everlasting God, and join the grace of Thine 
own visitation to our humble services ; that 
Thou mayest make Thyself a mansion in the 
hearts of those whose dwelling we approach ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Grelasian, 
Ibid.) 



THE END. 
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